He: JOHJ L. LEWIS, ET A L 



•In Spring of 1937 I remember there was some controversy be- 
tween the PMA and the company over retroactive pay, and I think this 
might have been the reason for this strike. But I never heard the reason 
for the strike was because the company would not fire those men expelled 
from the PI ft. local. 


•I have read this statement of four pages and believe it to be 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


/S/ 



•Witness : 


/S/ 

/S/ 


Special Agent, F.B.I. 
Wf Special Agent FBI" 


i 


6 


o 


He: JOHN L. IIT.TIS, ET AL 


y-ib 


Spring- 




Illinois 
^ L Agent 

which tine he executed a signed statement which is quoTe^TeTSST 

was extremely cooperative and appeared eager to 

assist in this investigation. It is believed he will make a very good 
witness and appeared to have a thorough knowledgeof t he pertin ent facts 
in case 

voluntarily suppliec^igenT^wxli^^^o^^ofa^Spagepwtitroi^ated 
Sept. 10, 1937 and entitled, "Designation of Represeotatite For Collective 
Bargaining Under the National Labor Relations Act". Ihe petition contains 
a list of approximately 431 names and reflects that the signers thereof 
wish to be represented by FISH in all negotiations. A receipt was given 
for this statement and it is being retained in the files of the Springfield 
Field Division. 


i 


record. * 
Army. 


ie also e 


is presently unemployed and he has no known criminal 
Tbited his Honorable Discharge from the United States 


The following is the signed statement as obtained from 



"I 

and 

Live sti gat ion 
me to make a statement. 



"Springfield, 111. 

August 30, 1943 

make the voluntary statement to 

o are Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
s or promises of any kind have been made to get 


was born I began 

work in the nine at Peabody Mine #53in^jfiandIthei^joTned U.U.'F.A. 

I worked at several mines but remained n member of this union until 19321 
I became dissatisfied with the way John L. lewis was treating us and 
t because they stole the ballots at the election in 1932, I joined FIRT. 

I did not work at the mines then until ^Kwhon I went to work at Mine 
B. I was a member of FJR at this tine and was also on the nine committee 


T J 1 _ a h 

.LAAou jrvcjr- x "ultuzu at* units 


lit uhiS capacity, 


X Jtau irm job Oi 


settling the grievances and I never had any difficulty in any way with Oscar 
Folsetti or any of the other officials. 


"A short time before the RiW strike in 1937# I wns aw ire that 
there were some labor spies who were attempting to persuade the miners to 
join the U.1I.W.A. About three weeks before the strike I came tovork at 
about 6:30 A.1I. and saw that some yellow pamphlets had been distributed. 
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Re: JOHN L. IZT7IS, ST AL 


L n< 


L O A 


Those pamphlets as near as I can recall had to do with 

the fact that we would not get any retroactive pay. I 

(continued^ was "digging" and when I saw these I knew that the 

spies were behind it. In fact, I took a hand full 
of then from Doninic Pasouale who was one of the spies. 



WT nowow ea mi nnv of + Vto nf + Vio no +Uo ■( aaw* 

■ srun uii j M* V t iv V*ip*SXUAV V* V4*W WLU4V U14V* WiV W4* *WQ4 0 W* 


UII7ZA together but I did see this group of spies on several occasions came 
out of FLT.iT meetings and go over and meet the UlfVA officials. I know the 
spies personally and they were Joe Albanese. Andrew SnhpgJetH qua , Dominic 
Pasquale, Pete Carter. Frank Austin . Ton y Flotch . John Ananias r J ohn 
Sirtout , Emory Jacawa y. Charles Bohannon . James Hale . On April. 27, 1937, 
Tfese spies were agitating. This was payday and the first one for work done 
after the old contract ran out. They were going around talking to the 
fellows that they weren't getting any back pay and would not as long as 
we belonged to PUTT and told us we would if we belonged to UHTTA* The 
yellow pamphlets I mentioned before were distributed on statement day 
which was three days before payday. 


"The PMTT officials told us we would got retroactive pay but 
that the Mine Company sold they did not have any contract to force them 
to do so. Then the PL57 called a meeting for Kay 11, 1937 and I was called 
on to testify at this meeting on my knowledge of these spies. At this 
meeting I believe there were 5 of them expelled from the union. 2h my 
estimation they were given as fair a trial as they could have gotten in 
any court trial. 


the morning of Hay 12, an order was given out to start 
a slow-down. We were loading cars with only 5 or 6 hundred pounds in 
them* T ho slow-v-dowi ordor did not* corns from any of the union officials 
but was more or less made up among the men, because the Kino B Coal 
Company refused to discharge the spies who had been expelled from the 
FLT.7 and the men refused to work with them. Later in the day the driver 
told me there was a strike and there would be no more work there so I 
went up to the surface with the rest of the men. 

"Ch Ihy 26, 1937, I think it w?.s_ we- were picketing out in the 
road and there was a card table s-t up and~we all signed a petitiort 
that we wanted to be represented by PKT. This petition was got up to 
see how many of the men had changed to Ulf.'A as a result of the agitation 
by these spies* 


"Oh Sept. 10, 1937, I signed a PLOT petition to have P?f7 Local 

MCf tto r« «. 1 » .4 2 .4^ V« J ^ J At MTDB 4 

TT S*4 U0 IVi tUXXCtbirt UUA U11ULT b JKJ ft JtCU* 


"I think the Mincu ^ nnmpn^y put a notice in the paper that the 
mine would open on Sept. 27, 1937, so when tte whistle blew that morning 
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the members of Local 54 began pciketing to protect 
four jobs because it had been announced that the mine 
would open under UliV contract. There was no violenoe 
except that about ten of us told the engineer that . 
we would start the pumps inasmuch as they tried to shut-off on us. The 
picketing continued until December when Carl Elshoff pot an injunction 
out to keep us from picketing. Just after the picketing stopped the mine 
tried to or«n arain and thev brought 10 or car loads of men from Tavlor- 

- - - tr ~ i~> " •* W ' ^ ‘ * 

ville’ in -to open the mine. No violence occurred at this time* 

The mine at empted to open several times after that but they 
could only get a few men to work. 


M In November 1939, I received a registered letter that the mine 
would open under a more or less open shop - that is the PKff __ had bargain- . 
ing rights but could get nocontract. At this time I was present of Local i 
54 and sat in on conferences at which we tried to negotiate a contract \ a) 1 * V 
but Elshoff refused to grant a closed shop or check-off system so no 
contract was ever signed. Tie worked under this agreement for some time 
and the FIJ.7 h 2 d a lot of death claims amounting to about $20,000 and 
I went to the P1LV officials to get those paid but they said they were 


P 


*1 f i r\f+ < -illTf n Vil n + r\ Ar\ 

ii W J.ULU1W i. A j Li WAU W MV 


the miners heads because they offere d to and did 
In this way they gained membershij 


no fa 

U V U W T W 

some of the claims 




>relore_l do not know an] 
election held in 1941 other than that the UiI5v won it. 

tt At the time the mine reopened there were some pretty big' cave ins 
but the mine was in fair condition because they began hoisting coal the 
next day after it oDened. 


n I do not now belong to any union and have no treference for 
either FOIW or UU7A. 


■j. iiJvtJ w*z 


a bo vc stitonjgijt consisting of ^bout 5i 5 


written in tee handwriting of 
to the best of my knowledge. 


find know it true & correct 


/s/ 




SpeciAll Agent, 
Sp. Agt. F. D.I 


F.B.I. 

- Spfld,m. n 
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outset of the interview. He expressed complete ignorance of this investi- 
gation but stated he began working in the Coal Mines when he was [B years old 
and at that time he joined U.li.lT.A. He stated he was working at old 
Sangamon Mine in 1932# when the P.M.A. was organized and that he joined 
the P.H.A. only to hold his job at this mine. He stated his memory was 
had but recalled that he was out of work for two or three years after he 
joined P.H.a. He stated he went to work at Mine "IP sometime prior to the 
strike in 1937. He said he thought the strike was called because £.11. A. wanted 
to get rid of Lewis. Ke denied ever talking to any of the miners about 
joining a union or of the U.U.7/.A. trying to get him to change from P.U.A. 
when the new U.H.TJ.A. Local was formed. He did say though, he joined 
U.U.'a.A. shortly after the mine opened so he could hold his job. He could 
not recall signing any petitions of either union at any time. It should be 
noted here that he later said he could not recall anything about the strike 
or any other strike at Mine 11 , at which time ho also refused to talk to 

agents as he said he was not on trial and if agents wished to talk to him 
they could arrest him. He said he did not like any unions and they were 
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Rb s Jom L. LEWIS , ET AL« 



as interviewed at his residence, 
Springfield, Illinois, on 


August 29j 
was bom 
his citizens? 

He is presently employed 



ents m 

and came to the U. S. in 

He advised he had no c 

Panther _Creek.Jttne J*4. 



He 


gett 
record, 
uiderstands 


English fairly wo 11 but has difficulty in speak ins it. 
memory and thinks coherently and with the help of 
he would ma ke a good witn ess. The following slgne 
tained from 


He has a good 

translator 

atement was ob- 



"Springfield, 111. 

*ugust 29, 1943 

"1, of Sm-ingfieldjlll., 

make the following voluntary statement to and 

whom I know to be Special agents of The 
Federa^^^eai^f Intestigation. I make it without fear of threat, 
force or promises of any kind. 


became a 


!!. I. AW 


an^ samn + Ko Tl 


Tz"ar^^? Springfield, 111. in 


■I first started working in the mines in Springfield in 
and became a member of the United Mine Workers Union then* 
about 



started working at Mine 'B', 


m 

Springfield. 


"In 1932 John L. Lewis came in, or the ULS7 came in, and held 
an election to see whether we wanted to work under a contract 
with the eonmany or not. We voted no but Lewis had the ballots 
stolon and the Ul£7 signed the contract. So the whole Ul£f local 
decided to form a new union and the Progressive Miners of America 
Union Local #54 was organized and I Joined that. 


rm% 


v - 11.^ J m t?n1 aa4> *■ 4 AW 

± imrwwr iiukxuuu &xeitu4.x 9 j-oxwowai w* 


"tseiure we cnangea vu 
anyone in the company bother anyone in this union. They seemed 
to got along all right with the union when it was Ulfc/ and whan it 
changed to PMA in 1932 they still seemed to get along all right. 
They never tried to get me to change one way or the other. 

"Between 1932 and 1937 I never noticed anyone from the company 
try to change us to U1A7 and there wore no strikes, slowdowns or 
closedowns during that time. 
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Ret JOHJ L. LEWIS, ET *L. 

b 

INTERVIK^hlTH 

The rest of the nen seemed to like the Pit* also, 

•I ronenber the herding trials being held back at that tine, but I 
do not know anything about thon-and never had any opinions about then. 

"During this tine I never noticed any 1311/ picket lines and I never saw 
anyone try t.> organize for U 1 S». 

"In about 1937 I noticed Joe ^Iba ncs o. Andy Schrelcvio us, Domi nic 
Pasqualc, Pete Carter, Frank **ustin, TonyiSlotch, Cotton Ana nias, John' 
Sirtout, the two Jacaways, George and Liner, ♦P- VT ' 1 ftrpf”" * B - AMll ' a " 1 
and several others were working for Ujl/, On March 17, 1937, at 2:00 o’clock 
in the naming sone one placed a bunb in front of ny house on the step 
and wrecked ny house pretty badly but no one was hurt, But I do not know 
wh.. did it. Just before the bombing and until wo wont out on strike no 
one over tried to talk nc into joining UK/, 

"3efore Kay of 1937 I never noticed that any of the men I named above 
were going with any cunpany non and I never saw then at parties together. 

About 2 weeks before May 12, 1937, about six or seveaa of the taen I have 
naraod were kicked out of the F!ii local because they wor3 working for UJCJ, 

9 &i LSay 12, 1937, I wont to work in U tne <B’ like always. Before we 
-.rent down the pit Coned. ttec went in to Falcetti arid told hin that the 
rscai who had been kickoq out of Pli; should not be allowed to go down 
into the nine but Falcetti said they should, i/e all went down to work 
and the Board iienber went to Fhlcetti to tell hin that he should fire those 
nen who had been kicked out of PH*. But he said no so the Board Ifcnber 
called the Pll* president who said wo should strike, I was down in the nine < 
all this tine, but no cars cane for ny coal sj about three o'clock I walked 
out and went on top because the driver told no wc wore out ;>n strike. I 
had not noticed any cars being loadod short. 

V couple of weeks after we went on strike I renenber signing a 
Pill petition and 1 think I signed another PIA* petition a n>nth or so lator. 

But I never signed a UUo petition. I signed the PHI petition to show I 
wanted to stay with Pit, and not go to Ujii. No force or throats or 
promises were nade to nc to sign those Pli* petitions. 

"No one tried to get no to Join the UU/ in the suimcr of 1937 but 
during that summer I saw and heard that those non who had boon kicked out of 
PIA cane to all the houses of Pit* non and told £hen if they wanted to go hack 


"During the tine from 1932 to 1937 I liked the FIR 
union very nuch. It was honest and a good mien, I 
have never held a position t»r office in any union. • 
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■ INTERVIEW \iITH 



toworl^heyhad better sign with UlfiT. They went to 

wliose name I cannot spell, and talked him 
IntTioining UIA/. 


•Sometime in Sept. 1937 I heard the Mine *B * whistle blow one night 
and some of the men told mo Mine 'B' was going to open tho next day. So 
I went o ut to Mine >3* next dayTTrat the conpany wouldn't let any one in. 
Finally, nanc * Chnnot spell, 

talked witf^alcctt^Iite^ra5cera^?oHarH^^au us work and Falcotti said 
the company had a contract \rith UliW and we couldti 't go dovm to work unless 
we signed with UW.#. So none of us went down except about 25 Ulif non and 
we went home. The next day wo went back to tho nine but none of the TOSi came 

to work so we started a picket lino which lasted for about 56 days and I was 

in the picket line all the time, We had no one helping us picket except just 
our PM/i local, and a couple of days before Thanksgiving in 1937 the U. S. 
Marshall told us wo had to get out, so vo did. 

"I do not remember going back to try to work in Mine 'B' until 

lov. 1939. I remember voting in an election held by the National Labor 

Relations Board a month or so after Thanksgiving of 1939 when the PJ& beat 
the UU. ; 404 to 35. 


•No one tried to get no to Join U&V before 1 went back to work 
in Nov. 1939. In November of 1939 I got a letter that the mine was going 
to open and I should come back to work so I wont. In 1937 I had been 
working on tho south side of Mine '3' but whan I wont back in 1939 the work 
was all on the west side. I did not notice there had been any fires or many 
Caves and it did not look to mo like there had been any. \ 


"After 
lH.ee 'B'. 

three or four times' 
if I wanted to keep my job I 
kill me if I didn *t join Utf.< 


went back to work in 1939 the UU/ tried to organize down in 
was one of the tM. r who would come down to me 
.7 and call me a Progrossive_ son of a bitch and said 



had to Join the Ul£/. 


said he would 



day, about four or five months after Nov. , 1939, after 

a what 


■One 

had bothered me so much I went to Oscar fhlcotti and told him 
| was doing. Fhlcotti said I had the right to chose any union I wanted 
to, ^Hl^^Bwas brought up before the Pitt Committee of PKi and he said 1 
was I said he tried to organize for Ujt. T . But tho next morning 

when I was on ray way to work, 'B owling Green 1 Bnflpmirm drove up and 
asked me what the hell I liad been" doing, he said if I didn 't keep ny mouth 
shut ho 'd knock my brains out, When I got to uork that morning 
naked me how I liked ray friend 'Bowling Groan." 
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INTERVIEW ,*1TH 


"Durir^ this tine, in 1940, UHA non would cone to 
the Jtlne 'B ' and work a couple of weeks and than leave. 
One of these fellows just a r*onth or so before the NLRB 


election in 1941 tried to get no to join Uli*. He carac up to ne while I 
was working in liine 'B' and said 'Let ne put this button on. y ou. * It was 
a Uli; button. About 15 days beforo the NLR3 election in 1941, 

cane to ne and asked ne if I was going to join Hu saiO^^ 


the NLRB held an election which Uli. won, I voted in that election but no 
one threatened ne in any way. I went to vote but I had changed to UJT/ be- 
cause I didn 't want to lose ry job, and before the ©lection the Uli. local 
had a neeting and wc all went from the meeting to vote. At this neeting 
they told us cverbody go over and v >te Uli. and everything would be all right. 
There were about 200 or noro r.en there. I think the election was fair. 


day and I signe. because I didn't want to get beat up and I wanted to have 
cy job. 



"I changed to U— i the last day they let me, 'Cudge' canc to me that 


"This statement of eight pages has been read to no by Agon 
it is true and correct to the best uf ny knowledge. 



/S/ 



"■.atnessos 



c 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 





INTER VIE''.' KTTH “ " ‘ * “ ~ ~ ' 



31, 1943 




Spr^igfield, Illinois , pnor.e 
■f in the presence of hi: 



Agents interviewee 


and daughter, and h^^d^setT'h^Ia^iever been arrested in his life. 


It was noted that he is an illiterate person of foreign birth 
and he had difficulty in understanding the questions and answering then 
and he was assisted by his wife and daughter. He was cooperative and 
appeared sincere and it is not believed he would naJce a good witness 
unless his testimony is necessary. 

He furnished agents with a signed statement which he initialed 
and signed and \hich is set out as follows: 


W and worked there till llay 1937 as a coal -digger. FrotnJH |fto 

the U.1J.W. had no trouble with Elshoff so far as I know, Vihen the 
union swung over to the P.II.A. I went over then too. I felt conditions 
were twice a good under P.II.A. as U.H.Ti. I went over because I wanted 


"Prom 1932 to 1937 there was no trouble that I know of. Everything 
was ok in the P.II.A. union up until about 2 or 3 weeks before the strike. 
As far as I know the P.II.A. officials were all right, no force was used 
to run. the union and if a miner had something to say it was ok* tihile 
I was in the Progressives I attended one or two meetings a month* 


bombings. I dont think the P.H.A. officials were doing anything wrong 
with our money. 

"I dant know about any trouble being caused the P.N.A. by the 


"Springfield, 111 
august 31, 1943 



to nobody ma3e me 


"I dont know anything about the men who were convicted for the 
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RE: JOHN L. LBVIS, ET AL 

1)70 bl£> 

IWTERVIDV WITH U.fc.7/* * I never saw them give out any literature 

or anything* About Z or 5 weeks before the mine 
closed there were about 25 men who would start 
talking about which union the men should join* 

I never heard tn^hing about any parties given the TJ*li*W* officials by 
ELSHOFF, 



:, At the time the contract ran out in 1937, I did not hear 
anything about the kind of agrement they reached for us to work under* 

A member of our local board told us at one meeting that when an agreement 
was reached we would get back pay for any increase we got. Nobody 
seemed to be nad about this agreement, We heard nothing from the manage- 
ment as to the kind of agreement made, 

W I attended the meeting at which the 5 so-called spies were 
expelled from P*M,A* I can’t tell now what happened it is too long ago* 
On the day of the strike the men were provoked because the Co. let the 
5 expelled men go back to work* There was no talk of striking because 
of pay* 


"I dont remember anything about cars being loaded short the 
day of the strike. 

n I dont remember signing any petit xcn for either U.M.W* or 
P*M»A* if I had signed any it would have been P*2£.A, 

*1 heard of the forming of the U*M*W k . local in Jul, 1937 § 

I was not contacted to join this as I had made it known that I wouldn’t 
join. 1 dont remember anything unusual happening during the summer of 
1937. 

"I returned to the nine when they tried to open it in 1937* 

The Progressives didn T t go to work that day because Fal scetti didn’t 
want the Progressives. As I remember the U.M.W. men went out for 2 
or 3 days* The Progressives then said if we dont go to work nobody 
is going and the U.lf.tf* men stayed in the office# I was out at the mine 
most of the time we were there to protect our jobs* No one forced me 
to go and it was all peaceful* Some said that some carloads of U.ii.W. 
men cone out but I didn T t see them. I was not there the night the 
marshall came and told us to leave. I never went back to the mine 

except once to the wash-house to get ny pet-cloth es* 

*1 voted for P.M.A* at the first N.R.L.B. election I did 
this of my own free will. It looked to me to be a good election. 
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TJhen the mine opened in 1939, I re^d about ic 
in the papers. I dont remember get 1-1 :'.;' ?..rtt's. r , 

I just went out to get my clot her, y tools nr» 
still there. I wo&ld not work wi'h chs r/w-'Sr 
if I dicta* t have any job. I started in 193B in another i.i. o an:. ve.« 
not interested in the job at mine 6. 


• T 


5-M 1 1 a *P _ V* _ A _ T wp/rrV Pfirtf V^iiV Th rffe. 


, r 




*Eobody ever talked to me about joining the UJV*a if th.vy did 
I chased them arzay* 


*1 have had read to me b 
statement and it the truth &e I 7e 
it and initialin^eaoh page thereolT 



' P-P 

huj eiora * a 


Spec 1 Agent* 
13t* Paul I linn. 


^pec • Ji-gll* * r*u*A.^ 

(Milwaukee, iTis.)" 


(Signed) 
Springfield, 
Aug. 31, 1943 
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RE i JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 




INTER 


WITH 


The following 
■^gentft 

field, fllinc 



investigat ion web conducted b y Special 

and at Spring- 

Lb, ^cn August 30^1943^^^^^™ 


ago in connection i 
a criminal chargo* 


mentioned hereinafter, agents interviewed 
o advised that he was arrested once some years 
vcrce proceeding but has never been arrested cn 


It was observed appeared to have more intelligence 

than tho average minor and ho seamed to have a very retentive mancryj he 
seamed to know what tho mine trouble was all about* He spooks Engl i ah very 
well and is understandable. He was very cooporativo and said that he would 
appear in court if it were necessary for him to do so. It is bolioved that 
he will make a good witness. • 


_ - 


- * - - -* 


iurnisnca lisente witn wie signed Fwvbtsneiiti 



spring! id 
August 30, 1943. 


Sprinp 


111 . 



and maki ng this free and voluntary statement to 

who art known to me to bo Special Agents 


1 12 

ui ui yui ut;u ui 


n 


VU,L> W1VV V 


pr ami sos have boon made me. 

*1 was born 1 

land became a citisen cf 
cn still there and I an a 
joined United Mine Workers 
I novor have held any union cfiico 




when U&W was there, and it was a pretty good local at that time* 

T rsuj ^ <* w wA rw/^ ti b 1a Iftlsn IV c Va aV ^ « 1 QX? 

■ ~ — — w — 


and c ame to tho United States 
orican in I started at Mine B In 

coal digger and 'tinb orman. In M^I 
and I also had a card fron the country* 
The union runs alright prior to 1932 
- — ‘ ' - felt 


**i* j-.A4 .. 
|^4 W V L/Jf 


wP'Vj'Wi ^TriV *«i 

"»44U *uk Vvll' 


The trouble started over some one stealing sane ballots— I hoard that* That 
was why tho nan changed over to FHA. I thought it was alright when tho men 
changed ever to P iSh fren UU7 and I wont over because the rest did. B1A of- 
ficials and tho management got along alright prior to the time the mine closed 
down. I don't knew if Elshoff preferred cne union evor another then. Bo one 
talked to ne boforo the strike to turn ovor to UlffiT aCf-in. Local 64 settled 
all matters alright with Kino B officials and thore was no troublo that I 
know of* I f clt eatisfiod~with P Uk that the officials were doing right by 
us miners a pj I had no complaints to make at all - Tho n on in local 64 had 
their say in all natters and we votod cn nattors and no cortain non run it 
by themselves and no ono forced us to do things. I attend od quito a few BJA 
mootings then. In regard to the PLIA non being convicted for the bombings I 
did net knew * anything about it as J never paid yxuch attention to thexa. The 
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\?1 b'lL} 


(Continued/' 


WITH PISA, officials gave us a black and white report as to 

what they did with the money and I never suspected them 
of being crooked, Biff men never picketed Mine B nor did 
they give out literature prior to the tine the mine closed* 

I don't know of any porsons spying for Ulff prior to the time the nine closed* 

I don't know about any parti o^boing given by Elshoff or tJlff men* After the 
contract expired I heard that had made a temporary contract with Els- 
hoff and we were supposed to ge^^oclc pay but I never got any pay* The RiA 

was doing alright by us minors then* Just before the mine closed there wns 
no trouble over the wages that I know of and everything aeeoed to be a lrigh t* 
Ho one over bothorod me thon to Join over to Ulff. I don’t taiow anything 
about the Plan, officials and the raa iiE g 6m wit fighting over the wage contract. 

"I did not attend the meeting the night before the strike but I 
recall that the Trial Connittee had voted to oust 5 men and at that mooting 
I hoard that the non voted to throw out these 5 men* ^egular Mootings wero 
on second and fourth Fridays and I don't know if this was a regular meeting 
or a special ono. Thoro was no talk of wages around the nine on the day it 
closed down. No one said that we would not got & contract between B1A and 

Mine B. I hoard that the Ccmnittee told FALCETTI several times to get rid 

of those 5 men but they would not kick then out* On the morning of the strike 
thore was no trouble there that I recall of* In Box 3 and 4 and others I 
heard that same cars were being leaded short that day and later that day I 
also saw sane cars that were loaded short* I don’t know why the cars were 
being loaded short that day* Down below nebedy knew there was going tc be 


a strike* About 14 or 16 minutes beforu qultlng 


r i _ fm. 1 1 isJ <", » -i A 

^ i MU w o RC1 g VU1XCV: UU U11W 


we wore told the mine was to be shut down* 1 heard Elshoff were 

arguing about those 6 man and that is supposed to be whj^Tne strike was called# 
Right after Mine B closed I signed a RuA petition* I was not forced to sign 
that at all# I don’t recall what they said about it anymore* 1 signed it on 
the read outside the mine there* I never signed any Ulff potition that summor 
but I heard there was one around but no ono came to me with it. Later on I 
signed another FMA petition as they wanted to know if I still was RIA and I 
was and no one forced me to sign it* I believe I signod that at & meeting# 

I heard that IJIff started a local that siaaor and that men wore around but none 
came to soe me* Nothing' unusual happened during Sumer of 1937 that I 'know 
of. During fall of 1937, on a Sunday, I was in a saloon near 14th St*, and 
Tcny Plotch came in and said the mine was going to be reopened and that I 
had’ bettor be there. That was the first I knew of it* RiA did not have any 
meeting to dociae what they would do if the nine wore opened by Uiff** I took 
my dinner bucket and went out to Mine B the next morning to go to wcrl^but 
Falcot tl tol d us that h e wanted 50 Biff men to go down into tho nine. 

said to Falcetti he could give him 100 RSA bul^Io 

didn’t want us* Falcetti told us that we would have to be UUV men to do dawn* 

II or 12 U1S7 non did go dovm int6 tho nine and before thoy had boon FIS' non* 
JOE ALBENESE, Andj^Schrcvlevious, Dcminlc Fasquale* P pte Cart er, Frank A ufl****r 
bolieveTso'th Jt^caways, Tony Plotch, and Charles Bohannon and Jim Halo and 
several other s - went “down alright * By letting^lhdSO nw! gfi* down- -that was the 
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around, played ball and cards and just watched the property at Mine B. H3A 
officials did not force us to g c out there and we were there to protect our 
jobs there* While we were there no one bothered us and TBCY did not cause 
any troublo and the sit down strike was vory quiet and peaceful. I was there 
when the U. S. Marshall told us to leave, fie read sonething and said wc had 
hotter leave and wo alT left and thore was no trouble at all regarding leav- 
ing. 


IHTEKVIpJ with 



cause of the picketing out there for rerfircl m. ’tithe. I 
went hone twice a week but I was there cn the strike .aost 
of the tine. The non out thoro wore from Local 54 and 
there were no outsiders brot in to help us. Wo just sat 


"I don’t recall if I went out tc Mine B later again when it wre 
supposed to reopon. Oh, yes, I remember that in sone chilly weather I vas 
at FUA office and lawyer^Sahl and KrJ^Burko said sonething about then going 
out to take the nules out of Hino B.' I wont out thoro but nobody went fan 
then and I went hone again. I just don’t laiow what the reason was why uo 
one went to work. 


B I voted for FHA. at the NLRB election at the Arncry in Springfield , 
111* 404 went for FISA and 25 for D1£V. That was an honest ol&ction. I Wi • 
not forced to vote by anyone and I voted the way 1 want to. It was by secret 
ballot and no strong arm methods were used. 


"I don't know why PUA and Elshoff could not sign a contract after 
PISA won the oloction. I got a registered letter from Elshoff telling m* i 


had tc be back in 10 days in order to get my job back. I figured I would 
paid the regular scale wage and no cne told me what wages xe wore to got* 
Nothing was said about a contract that I know of. After tho mine opened 


zet 


uwuuy 


SOX 



Bohannon told us in the Redman's hall cn iionroe &t., in Springfl el d , III., 
that if we joined to UlEV that they could ret a contract in -1 weeks. Eany of 
the old HSA cone back when the mine opened. talked to' fry buddy 

in the nine and asked him if I was goi ng to ny buddy, 

told him that I had 

^^^^^^wai^TT^^tn^Tourt^aec^ea the matter. I had heard thr.tj 

|(phonotic) had boon in the hospital Mi^^^had beer beaten up "and 
1 an sure that FISA did not dc it* I also sawj^^jj^^ (PHONETIC) on the 
street and he said he had a fight at the mifio one any. He was bleeding and 
had just cmc from the mine and he was on his way to FMA office to report 
it. No ono evor threatened me to join over. I was working ccmpany work so 
no one bothered ne then. Thore was a dead line of going ever to Ulfl? by Jan- 
uary 16, 1941 and I finally signed up and then next month NLRB had another 
election at the Amory. I had to sign up otherwise I would not have a job. 
Seme one had marked on a pit car with chalk that aftor January 16, 1941 there 
would be no more FHA and I belioved that and I knew that things might happen 
sc 1 signed up with Ul&?« 
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"lairing summer of 1940 I never signed any card for TBW 


but till Jem* 1941 1 paid dues to FWA* When I vent back 
to work in 1939 at Mine B I signed some card showing that 
I was still with FISA. 1 

"NLRB had another election at the Armory in Springfield, 111., and 


althc 1 was vith UMff then I still signed PUA as I liked that local and I had 
been satisfiod and they had a nico bunch of men. Ho one told me to vote that 
way and no force was used and it was by secret ballot and vas an honest eloc~ 
ticn. There had been many new UUW men at the nine and 1 also think that many 
FMA voted for UMW because they were afraid that the mine would be closed a- 
ealn as I heard same gossip about that. Bex 4 was cleaned up in two days* 

Sox 3 took a little longer as it had a little squoete in it. Box 2 and 9 
were never reopened. I don't know cf any fire at Mine B in 1939* I know Cttai 
cow but I don't know of him talking about money at any meeting* 


"This is about all I can think of in connect! in with this strike and 


WITNESSESi^ 

^oc^?gon^T?B . I . (llilw., '/is) 


Special Agont, F .B.I., 
St. Paul, Minn. 
Springfield, 111. 

Aug. 30, 1943 



I had to go to work for WPA then. 

"I have had Agent read this 2 page statement to me and it is 

true and correct and I have w it of ny own free will,* 
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n 




llinoia, was jointly 

Lnrnflf. $1 _ 1 04S 



Springfield, 
a - residence on 

Is a naturalised citisen who is^ncT^^^^TOrk- 

was cooperative and sincere, but had little information 
concerning the matter under inquiry as he was not aotive or interested in 
union matters* Be exeouted the following written statement t 

•Springfield, Illinois 
August 31, 1943 


• t 

whom I know to be Special /vgonts of the 

Federal Bureau of InvoetlgatTon^JTs. Department of Justioo. 

field, Illinois, at 
and I 
citisen 



and joined the United Line "workers of^toer^^^r^^^^^^^^^^e in~a ftor 
as the TlTii. The mine was operated by the I worked there 

framJ^BBI^^HB^ which time I came to Springf ield^lllinois • 

"Upon my arrival in Springfield, I started working in thsr^^iti sens 
Coal Line, near Springfield which is called Line A at the present time. I 
started working at this mine as a member of Wrf and remained there until 
about ^jj^i in BB * went to work in Mine B as a UKtf member and worked^ 

1077 wV\ttr\ +kft wvin a *Vmf A 

g 4 I | n 4dW4i W14V 41^44W HliW V 1* 


*1 never held an office in a mine union and only wont to mine 
union meetings about once every three months. I joined the UMff in BB 
and I remained a member of that union until September, 1932, when the 
Progre ssive Min e rs of Amer ica, referred to hereinafter as the Hit, was 
formed. “I joined the BiA because the majority did and not because anyone 
threatened me. I don't know anything about the reduction in the wage scale 

4 m 1019 y I-, m 1 +■ U>irtv 4 r T wn+-ii(4 riw An wa tr n aral a mn 4". fp n _ T Vthn 

XU A^Ufat * uwu v Mfofi a a t uwvm wi **wm» w»l ***w ^ * -*■ w • — 

the ballot box was stolon, but I did not know why it was stolon, or who did 
it. 

*1 did not take any active part in organising the fV£ and only 
attended thoir meetings about once in three months. I thought this was a 
good union and the leaders were capable men* I'm speaking of the FMA new, 

I remained a member of PMA until February 21, 1941 when Mine B signed up 
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with the UMW. I rem ained a member of the UdW until I 
quit mining on | 


IN TERVIEW 

*As far as I know, relations between Elshoff and the 
UM* at Mine B were good prior to 1932. I don't know which union Elshoff or 
Falcetti favored if any as I did not hear them talk about unions 



"In the Spring of 193/ a group of men having ni& cards were org- 
anising for UKTiT. I knew the following men* Dq^nic_JEa#jquale, Pete Carte r, 
Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, Johi^Cotton, John Sirtout, Go crge Ja p awa y. 

Eciory Jacavray, Charles Bohannon, James Hale. In the Spring of 1937 these 
above mentioned men were trying to get the men to sign up with the HC7 and 
I saw two fights by the wash house, but I stayed away because I did not want 
to get in trouble. I do not know who the men were as it was dark, I heard 
the fight was over union natters because they would not join the UMIT and 
these Hi/k men never cane back to the mine. I was never threatened either 

t... TT»r“ »'/ 1 T i. J 4 -U ^ r»ITT ~ 4 - Bi f l.A 

uy ur; uiiiki ui bix; riui loiu a wud nub aoito ll jyiii wic unaii av wiuii bjjuoa. 

"In Hay, 1937, I heard some men had boon expelled from the IVA 
"because they were acting as organizers for UiliiY. but I do not know theft- 
names. The last day the mine worked, in Lay, 1937, I loaded the coal cars 
short, " because a FLA man named John Schneider told the miner to do so while 
we were down in the mine. I loaded tho~ cars short, but no one told me why 
we loaded them short, and 1 did not ask. I always did what the Union told 
me to do as I did not want any trouble, however, no one threatened me when 

T um 4 +■ +■ n 1 An A m k«w4- 

* nue W 4 U V V AV«SU VitUl V« 


"Elshoff would not sign a contract with FMA in 1937 and there was 
pl eanty of men to work. I think Elshoff liked the UK? better than the FMA 
because later he gave the UMW a contract, but I don*t know why he favored 
the UHcV. 


•After the shutdown at Mine B in May, 1937, I was in the picket 
line of JVA at that mine about two weoks at the most. From May 1937 to 
November, 1 93 3 ^ I did net h ayg rggnThp wqt*}£j w nj did 2Ct g Q )jn aV f a f 
mine after I finished about two weeks picketing, until the mine re-opened 
in November, 1939. 


*In November, 1939, when I went back to Mine B, I was still a 
member of FLA and no one asked me to join the UlfJ? until just before the 
second NLRB election in February, 1941. Just before this election, Tony 


Plotch, who was a member of ULH7 and 
me at the mine. Tony said, 
rest have*. Tony talked to mo 
He gave a DMT? card to 
and he brought it to my house TP 


a check weighman at Mine B, talked to 
ou might as well join UMTT as all the 

ay and did not threaten me. 
(phonetic} who was a member of the UH3, 

Springfield. I 
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INTERVIEW TIITH 



signed it voluntarily and gave it back to him. 

"I liked the IMA union best, because it was more &mo- 


A 


Vifk <4 * a /■■■I ' m . i + + 1 A A Am A Va I m 

ilBU sa gwu VWUlUXVIfOQ 4_U UllO VUi 4 Wil 


helped make conditions in the mine better. The tttfiT had a committee, but 
it was net as good. The mA did not beat up DIRT men to get them to join • 
Flii. but the BUTT organisers beat up min&rs to get them to join the UU7. 


"I have had this stat ement, consisting of two pages read to me 

by and it oentains the truth to the best of 

ay knowledge. 


witnessed: 





Special agent, FBI. 
Spoclal Agent, FBI. 


a 
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not believed - he would make an effective witness. He clainod +c have no crin- 
inal record. 


of ny own free will, with no threats or 

premises made. 


ers in 1932 while I was working at Pan ther Creek Min e fE4. I Docane employed- 
at Mine B in JIB and am employed there at the present tine. 

"Before 1937, from the time I become employed at Mine 8,^1 knew of 
no trouble of any kind at the nine. I was entirely satisfied as to the Pitt., 


the part of UMfi men in Mine B. I was not contacted by any UUN nan myself, 
and did not knew cf anyone whe was* 


the strike. I do not know if there was a meeting or not, for I never heard 
anything about it. On the day of the strike, we were called out cf the nine, 
and were told that there was a strike. I do not remember who told me that 
a strike had been called. 1 don't remember hearing anything about why the 
strike started that day in May of 1937. I didn't hear anything about there 
being U.M.Vf. spies in the mine, causing the strike, but I do know that the 
strike was not called because of wages. I do not know the cause of the strike. 
I know that the men were satisfied with the F.M.A. and the efforts the P.11.A. 
was making to settle the wage question. 

"I dc not remember signing a P.M.A. potition in the summer of 1937. 

I don't remember signing any petitions at all in the summer of 193 7. 


The following is the signed statement of 



"Springfield, Illinois 
August 31, 1945 



make the following voluntary staionont tc 
whom I know to be Special Agents of the 


"I was bern 
a union, the United Mi 



1 first joined 

Torres s i vc Mine Work* 



"Bofore the strike, in 1937, at Mine B, I know of no activity oH 


I did not know of any meeting of the PMA held the night before 


"In the summer of 1937, TONY PLOTCH and COTT ON ANAN IAS cone to ny 
home and asked me to join the U.M.tT, I told them I wouldn't" join unless I 
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INTERVIEW B 



1 continued; 


had to., and I didn't havo to at that tine. Ho on© else 
contacted me, and I wni not throatonod in any way by 
anyone to join the U.M.V?. in that rumor* 


"I don't remember whether I got a notice that the nine was to be 
re-opened in Septeabor of 1957* I remember that I did go on thfe picket line 
in the fell of 1937. Eo one forced no to g: on the pickot line, but 1 Just 
went becauso a lot of the men did. I don't knew the purposfe of the picket 
line, but I believe it was to keep all the men from working, both TJ.M.W* 
and ?.U*A* It seoas to ne that the injunction rotten by tho management was 
directed arainst the P.U.A., because the management favored the UJI.Vf. The 


/* v. < *m- 1 4-*%r **V,1 #*v •V'i t*4> wVt a m Srwte ft riP -f Wo Wie.« 

1 i. A Wi wUi.1V D UUl bQU fliiuu U\SUW M4-J.W 4 W4 A 

in the F.M.A., and lest cut. 


fn f»nf a 1 f.n nf H ^Al 

L>"~ — 


COTTON ANANIA S. TO NY iLOTCH a nd AIORBY SCHREE- 
EVTCU5 were the onos who ran for office and got' licked, and were the leaders 
cf the trcuble. I don't know anything specific, but I just have the feeling 
that the above named wore shown favors by the management. 


"In Docanber of 1937, I voted in tho election at the State arsenal. 
I voted for the P.M.A., because I was thoroughly satisfied with the P.HJv* 
Fran the timo cf that election until the mino re-openod, I was not contacted 
bv anvene in attempts to swnv me in my choice of unions. 

r * w w 


n In tho fall cf 1939, I reCoivod c. notice from tho management °? 
Mine 3, telling ne to report to work* that my old jcb was open. 

•After I returned tc wrrk, it eomed to me that the management 
favored the TJ.U.W* non in the nine* After I began work, a man cane to me 
in the mino and told me I had bettor sign with the U.H.W., becauBo ^the U.M.W. 
waft going to get a majority in the nine, and unless a non was U.U.lf. he would 
lcce hie job. I dc not know tho none of this man, but he was a big man. He 
was in tho nine, but I never low him doing any work in tho mine. At the 
tine he tcld ne that all but twelve non had joined the TJ.M.W*, and I was one 
of the twelve. This was just before tho election of 1941. He never threat- 
ened ne in any way. 


*"1 joined the U.U.YT. just before the election, bocause, on account 
of ny age, I couldn't get c. Job in another mine aftd I felt I had to join 
U.H.W, to koop ny job at Mi ne B. At the election, I voted P.H.A., in spite 

cf being a member of U.M.V/., because I felt it wns the best union. I did^t 

join U.ii.V/. because I wanted to, but because I had tc to keep my job. I 

think that P.H.A. is the host union, and would like tc see it in the mino ftt 

the present time. 


•Before the election I did not so© or hour of any violence on the 
part cf either union to influence the election of February, 1941. 


i 
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INTERVIEW WITH 



"I recall a. fire in. box 4 after the nine opened, but, 
if I remember correctly, that happened in 1942. I 
don't know the extent or the cost, but the box is still 

W'AVBbU uv/nu» 


"I have read the foregoing, consisting of approximately four and 
one quarter pages and state it is true tc the best of knowledge. 



WITNESSES : 



Special Agents, F.B.I. 
Springfield, 111. 
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INTERVIEW IjITH 



Springfie 



at his home by Special Agents' 

[is a self-educated young can who speaks clearly and pre- 
cisely. He claimed not to have much interest in xnion activities ar.d he 
also claimec^^Jgv^To criminal record. The following statement was pre- 
pared but^HI^HH declined to sign it. 


"Springfield, 111. 
September 1, 1943 


’’I^^M||||^((B^^H^nakc ; the following voluntary statement 
to whom I know to be Special 

Agcnt^J^tm^redera^Burca^o^^^rcstigation, of my own free 
will, with no threats or promises made to me. 


"I presently live at Springfield, Illinois, 

and am employed as a mine engineer at .dine 9. I was born 

I joined a mine roion ns^ the 
first time in A/Hen i joined the on becoming employed at 

}*ine B. I hav^Tcver held an official position in any rnion. .Shortly 
after the strike of liay 1937, I joined the U.M.W. , and an a member of 
that vnion at the present time. 


"I don't remember any P.M.A. meeting the night before tho strike, 
and don't know anything about the meeting, or tho reason therefore. 

On the day of tho strike, the men were just standing around, without 
doing anything. I don 't know the reason for the strike, how it was 
called, or anything about it. 

"Shortly after the U.U.-' . formed a local chapter for Mine B, I signed 
a membership card for the U.M.y. The reason for my joining the U.M.*. 
was because my father had been a member for years, and likod the U.U.TT. 

I vias willing to go along with him, and that is the reason I joined. 

"In the fall of 1937, I saw in the paper that the mine . was 
to be reopened. I was working in Springfield, and didn't go back to 
the mine at that time. In fact, I didn't go near tho mine from the day 
of the strike until I returned to work in November of 1939. In the 
fall of 1937 when the Progressives picketed the mine, I believe that 
the management was correct in getting the injection to keep tho 
picketers off his property. 
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INTERVIEW 'WITH 


•♦In the election of December, 1937 j I vol e;? 
for u.ii. T W t , because I was a member of that a'.: r.. 


"I remember hearing of some violence at the nine after we revanad 


to work, but I didn’t see any myself* I saw one follow who was sup.ro-* o;! 
to have been beat up down in the mine, but I don’t know of any of parti- 

culars. 1 worked on top, and have no knowledge of anything that went co 
down in the mine. 


inion meetings. I remember seeing in the newspaper that Jack Glasgow rep 
expelled from the U.JI.W. , but I don't remember the particulars and T 
don’t remember attending any meeting at which this matter was discusser. 


"I have read the foregoing, consisting of slightly o er two page 
and state that it is true to the best of my recollection. 



Hj declined to sign this statement although he 
contained in it Yras the i i*irt h ^ * 





Springfield, 111.” 
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ISTERTIEB WITH 



Springfield^ Illinois, was 


home on Au g ust 31 , 1943 > by Special Agents WKUKKKKK 

mak es a ver y good appearance and speaks very 
good English, with a slight cent « He gave his information ; 
freely and voluntarily to the extent of his knowledge. It is believed 
that he would make a very good witness. He claimed to have no cri minal 
record. 

[owing 




"Springfield, HI. 
august 31, 1943 


make the following voluntary statement 


AgerirS'oi' the i-^derai bureau or investigation, of my own free 
will, with no force or duress used, and no promises made me. 



"I presentl y live at 
I was bom 

the United States in 
federal court. 


Spri ngfield. HI. 

and came to 
zed citizen In 


"I joined the United Mine Workers in Springfield in end 
was a member of such union until 1932 when I joined the Progress ive 
Mine Workers of America. I remained a member of this union until 
1941, when I rejoined the U.U.W., when they signed a closed shop 
agreement with the management of Mine B. 

m » 

*»I began work at Mine .3 in and worked there until 1942, 

with the exception of the time we were on strike. 


"I did not take an active part in organizing the P.M.A. I just 
went along with the men. After its organization I attended several of the 
meetings. I was very well satisfied with the P.H.A., for it was r» 
by clean, honest men. The men running the P.J1.A. tried to do what 
was right and best for the men, and always gave a full explanation of 
all special assessments. The relations between the union and the 
management of Mine B, until 1937, were entirely satisfactory as far 
as I know. 


»I do not know of any activity on the part of U.M.W. agitators prior 
to the strike in 1937. I do know that no one tried to get me to join 
the U.M.i'. before the strike. The night before the strike, in May of 
1937, I remember attending a union meeting. I don’t remember bow I 
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knew about the meeting, as well as I remember, the meeting 
had to do with some men who were kicked out of the F.U.A. 
for U.li.h. activity. I remember the following names . 

DULONIC PASJUALE, FETE CARTER, JffiAlS AUSTIN, TCNI 

PLOTCH, COTTON ANANIAS, JOHN SIRtOUT , GEORGE AND EIJ3RYJACAUAY, CHARGES 
BuHAf IN ON and JIUL3T _HALE. I remember that these man were mentioned at that 

_ _ li* - -r _1 * 4.11. ri«-4- A-U « fi U f. 

meeti ;ig# j. £U£>u i cinema r dlhjc u<uuiv caw wuc r * u*a, ufocw^iir. uuc ua^uw waviu 

the strike about what would happen if the company didh «t discharge the above 
named men, but I don't remember what action was decided upon. 

•»Oi the day of the strike in Kay, 1937, the men went down into the 

mine and loaded a few cars, some full, some only partly full. After a while, 

the union called the men out of the nine, that is the P.M.A. I don’t re- 
member how notice of the strike was sent down into the mine, 1 don’t re- 

member why the men loaded the cars short, and can’t really remember the 
cause of the strike. I think the strike was called because the F.M.A. 
didn't want the above mentioned men to work in the mine, but I can't be sure 

of it. I don’t remember that any talk or dispute over wages entered into the 

strike at all. 


INTHWIg^ITH 

(Continued), 

as some of the men: 


"I remember signing a F.H.h. petition shortly after the strike began, 
but i don't knew what the petition was about. I know I signed only the one 
petition, and know I signed none for U.M.iJ. I believo i signed the P.U.A. 
petition at Progressive Hall, but I don't remember anyone coming to the 
house. No one approached me that summer to sign a U.l L'if. petition, or to 
talk me into joining U.M/A. 


"I received a notice from Nine JR management that the nine was to 


■ fiA 

. VW|/VI 1 


^ a C^mt r> f 10*3*7 

4-u va i r 


T I f rrn au+- + a t.Vio ni ma nf 4" V»n+ f nn/4 
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didn *t know anything about the picketing. 


"In the election of December, 1937, I voted for P.!1.A. The majority 
of the men were for it, I thought it was the best tnion, and I didn’t want 
to have anything to do with the U.H.’N. 


"In the fall of 1939, I got another notice from th# Ifift# B J&nage- 
ment that thfe mine would re-open. I appeared for work, and remained there 
until 1942, when I quit and got my present job. prom the time the nine 
reopened in 1939, \titil the election of 1941, which the U.U.T7. won, I was 
talked to ty U.M.h. menseveral tines, and they tried to get rae to join 
the U.H.K. One man, HHHB talked to me quite a bit, and told me that, 
unless tho D, ££,•*, won xn^nex^election , and unless we all joined the 
the management would close down the mine, because they wouldn’t work with 
the P.U.A. I was never threatened or abused to join the U.U.A., and voted 
for the P.U.A. in the election in 1941, which the won. I joined 

the U.If.W. after the election, because I had to if I wanted to keep on work- 
ing at Uine fi. 
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INTER VIS? .>ITH 



(Continued 
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men wore beat up by Bohannon , Lensky and Sirtout . I 


r< 1 


"I saw several P.M.4. men beaten. One was 
and I can 't remember the names of the o 


some in the wash-house, and others outside the mine. Tho men were beat up 
because they nere members of the P.li.A. , and wouldn't join the U.If.*T. I 
don’t remember any conversation or activity on the part of the Mine B 
u^niigcissnt.- to Influence the sen toward during this period p 


i 


k 


"I remember that, after the mine re-opened, in the fall of 1939# 
got a job in the mine as an air checker, fhere was no position 
be^r^The strike, and he spent almost all the time talking to the men 
and trying to get them to join the U.H.W. 1 have heard several of the 
men say that he was paid by the not the nine management, but I 

don’t remember who said that, and I know nothing more about it. 


"I was entirely satisfied with the in every way* In my mind, 

it's much the better of the two unions. I only j<jined TJ.H.U. because I 
had to to keep my job. 


"I have had this statement, consisting of approximately four and 
one half pages, road to me and state that it is the truth to the best of 
ny knowledge. 



Special «gent, F.3.I. 
Springfield, HI." 
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Res JOHN L. LE .IS , ET AL 


b?c^ 


bib 



interview Wm s P rin s field # 

Illinois, was intervle^^^^^^^^^^^^on August3^ 
_1943, by Special Ageni^jH|mmHpmd 
~ soemod to havo only a^Omited knowledge o^octiv^ies 
at Mine B because of his lack of interest in union activities and absence 
from Mine B since 1937. For these reasons it is not believed that he would 
make a valuable witness. Ho claimed to havo no criminal record* 


"Springfield, 111. 
August 31, 1943 



statement freely and 

and who have identified 

themselves to me as Special Agent^o^xhe Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
ITo threats or promises havo boon made to me to obtain this statement* 


"I* _ 
voluntarily to 




Springfield, 111* I was 
I am presently omployed 


"I first joined a mine unicn 
while I was working for tho 


the United Mine Y. orkors, about 

or^^H'.vhile I was working for tho Springfield, 111* 

I ^ayed in this union until I joino^th^P^^^^^^^Hna Yorkers of America 
in 1932. 1 rejoined tho XJ.1I.”. when I was working in Mino A. I don’t recall 

tho exact date. 


"Prior to the strike in 1937 I recall hearing something about some 
arguments and Incidents at Mine B. but I don’t recall what they were about. 
Prior to the strike 1 don’t recall that anyonoeve^tried to persuade me to 
join tho U.U.. . However, I do recall that^HjHjHj^ft one day told me 
and my father, when he called at our house, xha^tnerc was going to be 
trouble at Mine B. Ec did not give any more inf ormation^and because both 
my father and I wore P.M.A. men wc paid no attention toflBM. Everything 
was going smoothly at Mine B. All of the minors seeraod*x^b^satisfied with 
F.M.A. I thought it was a good union, and that the leaders were trying to 
do good for tho miners. 

"I went to some of the F.M.A. meetings. As I rocall, we had to 
attend at least one meeting a month. At those mootings everyone had tho chance 
to speak his piece. I don’t rocall any discussion at those meetings about 
tho bombings that were going on about that time* 

"Some time before the strike in 1937 I heard s omething about an 
argument between some of the drivers and I don’t remember any 

of the details, but as I recall he was aupposccTmT^flbrrying a knife* I 
don’t know if he was said to be a spy for U.M.7. , or if there was any talk 
about XJ.M.T?, spies in the mine at that time. 


l 
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IlTTERVIET 71TB "I don't recall anything about the F.U.A. meeting on tha 

n *Skt before the strike. I can't recall how the strike 
etartod in May 1937. It seems to me that there was sane 
controversy about some men who were supposed to trying 
to get members for U.M.'A. from P.U.A. I don’t remember if there was any talk 
about these men having boen discharged or fired. I think it was bee use of 
the controversy about these men that the P.M.A. on the day of the strike loaded 
their coal cars with short weights. I think that tho only reason for the 
strike was tho trouble about these men. I don’t recall any talk about wage 
scales. 


"After the strike started in 1937 I went 


Un-mattc w T A 1 

uvnw *vi | j. ■ ■ 


[and since 

fnr 


I'ine B held in December 1937, and voted for P*1 £*A* because I thought the 
majority of the miners wanted that union, and because I thought it was & 
good union# 


* S one time in February or Uarch 1938 I started to work in yinp_A_ » 
stayed at that mine until a short tine- after obtained the bargaining 

contract for the miners there. In the election that was held for Mine A I 
voted for tf.K.VT. because I wanted to save ry job, and I thought that U.M.7T. 
would win the election. It really made no difference to me which union won 
the election. All I -ranted was my job. 


"I have road this statement consisting of this and one other typewritten 
page and state that it is truo to tho best of ray knowledge and recollection. 



signed) 


itness i 



'(signed) 


Special Agent, FBI (signed) 
Springfield, 111.* 
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Re: JOtt? L. LEWIS, ET «L. 


BlTERT 


yio bnb 




Spr ingfisld, 
apt ember 1 # 


r - 1943 by Special and • This nan 

Of speaks English with soneoirficuLty of expression, and he can understand 
English only when it is spoken slowly. He claimed to have no criminal^ 
record. The following statement was prepared but not signed by I 


\ 

a 

i 

t 


•t£m*S nirf*i ol H ^ 




ni. 

1 m 

September 1, 1943 


"I, t ho following state ment freely and 

voluntariTyto^M|^BBBB who have iden- 

tified themselves to me as Speci^^^ent^o^^^^^Rleral Bureau of 
Investigation. Ko threats or promises have been made to me to ob- 
tain this statement. 



"* first j oined a nine union, the United Mine workers, in 

t stayed in this ■union until 1 joined the Progressive 
'^^S^Jorker^L.e^rica in 1936. About two or three months before " 
the election in February 1941 I rejoined the I never was an of- 

ficer in any uiion. 


"I went to a few meetings of the P.U.A. , but I don't remember 
any talk about organizers for the U.M.h, I don't know of any trouble 
within P.U.a. or between tho P.U.a, and the U.1LT7. 

"I know there was to bo a nucting on the night before the strike 
started but I did not go to the meeting. I don't remember how I knew 
about this meeting. 


"On the day the strike started in 1937 I saw overyone going out of 
the mine, and I went along with the miners, I don't know any reasons 
for the strike. X did hear some talk about getting back pay, but I 
don *t know if this was the reason for tho strike. 


*t never signed a petition for any union in 1937- and no ono 
from the U.U.*. tried to get me to join tho U.U.W. 
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t3^g H 

'Continued). 



"1 remember reading in the paper 
that the mine would reopen in the fall of 
1937, and I went out to the nine. In that fall 


I got into the picket line, but I don ’t know why the picket line was put 
up. I saw only iiine 3 men in the picket line. 


■In the mine election of 1937 I voted for because I 

wanted to go along with the majority of the miners. It really made 
no difference to me which union had the mine contract. J only wanted 
to work for my living. 


•9io one tried to get ne to join U. uitil the mine reopened 
in 1939. Before the mine reopened I received a letter from the company, 
and was told when to report for work. 

"iifter I started to work again, a man known as ^^mjMj^masked 
me how I would like to join the U.U.U. I said that it Terence 

to me to which union I belonged. 

"I signed with U.U.h. about 3 months before the election in 
February 1941. I voted for U.M.-. because it seemed to me that most of the 


"To me one union is just like any other. I have no preference 
one way or the other. .Kobdy ever threatened me to make me join a vnion. 

"This statemen t consi sting o f this and one other typewritten page 
has been read to me by and I state that it is 

true to the best of my ^coHect^r^mncnow^dge. 

(MHm declined to sign the above statement although 
everything contained in it was true). 


miners wanted this mion. I also thought that I would have to join 




Special ,igents, FBI, 


Springfield, 111." 
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Re: JOHN L. LETtfS, ET JLL 


b/C^ 


) r\ rv 

k> 7JJ 


INTERVIEW "ITH 



f, Springfield, Illinois 


■was jointly interviewed^^^i^^eBidence 
1545 by Special Agents n “ 


was born 

feT knov.l ©dge^o 



is unable to read the jbngiish language anc 
affairs. He executed the following signed state- 


ment which was read to him by 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 1, 1943 


anc 


make th e following voluntary statement to 

% t i W a Dm**4 *1 1 » A«i<t m n ^ fViA 

WXIUiQ 1 JU1UH WU L>C3 a^ouwb w+ *»*v 

^ocTeraTTure&u of Investigation, u. S. Department of Justice* 

"I was born 


arrived in the U nite d 

States in was naturalised 

resent l^^ork at Vi no *R* near iJ^^^^^^^^^^^^^inois and reside at 

Springfield, 111* 



first worked in the Peabody Mine $6 at Springfield, 
Illinois as a member of the United ;?ine Torkers of America that will be 
reforred to hereinafter as UM77. I worked there about six months* I worked 
in other mines after this as a member of UHA. 


"In 1921 or 192 2 I worked in Peabody Mine #55 under tho TJMff and 
worked there until InVBBl wont to work in Mine "B? wider the UVTiT. 

and worked there continuously vurtil the present time with the exception 
of the period from Kay, 1937 to Novormber , 1959 when the mine was closed 
while the strike was in progross. 


"I n^ver held an office in any union. 

**I became a member of tho Progressive Mine TTorkers of America 
which will bo referred to hereinafter as PMA in September, 1932 becuase 
everyone elso changed to FKA at Mine ^5". 

"ELSUOFF had no trouble to ay knowledge with the DMT before 1932. 
As far as I know ELSBOFF got along alright with PMA from 1932 to 1937. 

"I did not help organise FMA. I know nothing abofljt how the PMA 
members liked thoir union leaders. As far as I know everyone was satisfied 
under the PMA. 


"No ono etarted any trouble over the wage scale back pay 



He; JOHN L. LEMS, 


ET AL 


CS hi L> 



"I know all of the following person* t 


JOE ALABANESE 
ANDRE 7 ;' SCERELEVIOUS 
DOMINIC FASQUALE 
FETE CARTER “ ' 

FRANK ACS I IN 

TONY PLOTCE 


■Tnm i BTPTnrrr 

CHAR LES BOHANN ON 

-GEDR SE ja ca~zay 

EMORY JACAYA Y 
JAMES HALE 


"Two or three weeks after I returned to Mine "B* to work when it 
re-opened in November, 1939 I signed a TJMJT card and became a member of IRC?. 
I didn’t want to join U£EV, but everyone else did so 1 did too. I was nover 
threatened or made to join. I always stayed in tho background and let the 
other men decide what to do. 


"I did not know about the activities of the eleven men whose names 
are mentioned above in this statement, except that after the mine opened 
in 1939 those men went around to the miners to get thorn to join DlfT. I 
heard that some miners wore beaten up but I don’t remember who or why they wore 
beaten. 


i 


E 


"I remember when the five men were thrown out of PMA in May 1937, 
but I do not knccw why. I did not go to tho PMA meeting on May 11, 1937 
because I do not understand English well. For this reason I can not talk 
Very well about union affairs or v/hat the trouble waa in 1937 when the striko 
took place at Mine "B". 

"I helped picket Mine *B W with the other FWA members for sevoral 
weeks after the mine closecT. 

"I do not remembor if I ever signed any FMA or DMT,' petitions. 

"I do not care which union I work under. 1 do not know anything 
about PMA and I do not know anything about TTMTT. 

*1 h ave had this statemen t consisting of one and one half pagos 
read to me be cause 1 do not read English. This 

statement is tr^^^^en^p^^o^ii^snowlcdgG and I gave the information set 
forth abovG of my own free will. 


(Signed) 




igned ) 


_ (signed) 
igont F.B.I. 



pocial Agent 


(signed) 
F.B.I. * 
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Re: JOBR L. LEMS, ET AL 






condTTTon^B^Hine "B" from 1936 to January 26, 1940. Ee executed the 
following signed statement: 




the Capitol nine and the #2 Sangamon nine under the CURT. 

"I 7 /ent to work at Mine *6" about 1936 under the Progressive Mine 
TTorkers of America that -will be referred to hereinafter as the FMA. 


union meetings at ni ne _ B*. I liked the FMA. and was satisfied with itsj^ 
officials. I do not like the UM7 on account of JOHN L. LEMS and some of 
the DSC7 officials* 

"In the DMT a minor can hold an office indefinitely, but in 
FMA a miner can hold an office for only two years at one time. 

•in Mine "B" I was working as a 'digger 1 and TONY PLOTCH came to 
me about a month before the strike in Kay, 1937 while .1 was digging in the 
mine during working hours and asked me twice one day to leave the PMA and 
join the DMT. Ho said I better join UMfr nor/ and I said no, that I would 
wait and se& which way tho other miners wont and he again said that I 
should not wait for tho others, but that I should sign up with D1CT right 
away, I did not do it. 



"Springfield, Illinois 
September 1, 1943 



r\ 

r \ 



"I came to Springfield. Illinois and went to work at 


"I never hold an office in any union. I attended most of the 



Re: JOHN L. LS7IS, ET AL 


k? 1 CS 


2 T7ITH 



^continue 


•Regarding the wage scale trouble, I was expecting to get 
the back pay, but I know nothing about what was going to 
be done by ELSEOFF or the FMA officials to get the back 
pay. 


*1 know some of the men who were aggitating for UlfT in mine "B* both 
before the mine closed on strike and after it opened in November, 1939* 

Theso mon were as follows : 


JOE ALEANESE 
ANDRE": SCHR5LEVI0US 
Doumc 'fasciale 
PETE CARTER 
FRANK. AUSTIN. 

toityJojoich 


join: siR TQPT 
“Charles bov.linggreen 
•JAKE S' “FADE" 


"I attended the FMA meeting held on Kay 11, 1937, I learned this 
was a special meeting from the FMA Pit Conraitteo. 

•In the meeting the five men were thrown out of FMA because of 
the aggitating they wore doing at the mine, I voted to throw these men 
out of FMA and everybody else at the meeting voted the same way, Host of 
the PKA members present at this meeting including myself, got up and told 
how these men tried to get us to join U1CT. I don‘t believe the five men 
were at this meeting. 


"The FMA miners who didn f t attend the meeting on May 11, 1937 
were told about what happened the next morning at tho mine* 

"I wont down in tho Mine *R" at 8:00 A, K. On May 12, 1937, 

However, before 8:00 A.!', the PliA PAtJCoTOifetee came around to us diggors 
and told us not to bother about filling tho coal cars up to the top and so 
I shorted my cars that day, 1 think tho coal cars wero shorted for two 
reasons. Those reasons vsero as follows: Because ELSEOFF would not dis- 

charge the five men v/ho were thrown out of F!IA, and becauso ELSHOFF would 
not give us our back pay, 

"As best as I remember it, it was about J'ay 14, 1937, about two 
days after the coal cars wore shorted that I went to Ilino *B" and all of the 
PMA men wero there too. .‘e all wanted to go to work, but Oscar Falcettl 
would not let us go to work unless we joined E5X,*, 2 learned it was this 

way because the FMA Pit Conraitteo wont to ELSEOFF’ s office to soe about working 
about the back wagos and othor things, and I hoard that most of the twelve 
men including TONY PLOTCB were in ELSHOFF* s office at that time. 
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Re: JOHN L. LE7.'IS, ET AL 


ftervif; _ jth 




M£> 


ELSHOFF callod the Sheriff out to the mine to have the 
PM k men thrown off the property. 

[ c ont inue a; " 

"The twelve or fourteen men who w era aggjtating for XBC7 
went down the shaft to work. I saw this. I saw Oscar Falcetti go down the 
shaft with them. 



that. 


m.. 


"I holped to picket the mine for about throe or four month after 
"I signed the F1IA. petition of Kay 26> 1937 to show I was a member of 
"In Favenibcr, 1939 I started back to work when the mi no re-opened# 



"On January 26, 1940 ATT DV SCERELCT IOITS vho lives now on 

Street, Springfield, Illinois and who got a job last wook at Iline ”A" ca2 
to m in tho wash house at /lino "B" early in the morning. Ee said, ’you 
better not put on your working clothes and go down i^th^^ti^^ecause 
if you d o., you will never cone u p from the mine.* SBBBffSjjjjff ^’hc 
lives on Springfield, IllinoT^wo^sTanding near 

mo when th^^wa^sa?^^K^n^told mo that I’d better sign up with U5£7. 

"I did not go down in the mine that day end I never went back# 
because I did not want to join tho ULUT, and I was afraid 2 would be killod 
if I stayed there any longer as a nomber of tho PJiA. 

"I can spoak and understand the English languag e, but can not r ead 
it well. This statement was road to mo by Special Agent| 


in the presence of 
Springfield, Illinois and i 


at my home at 
rue and correct 



est of my knowle dge « 
(signed) 


"\itnessed: 



(signed) 

Spocial Agent, F.B.I, 
signod) 

Special Agent F.B.I," 
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Ret JOHN L. LEWIS, BT AL 


L*lcis 


L'l p 


rERV, 


filTH 




interviewed 1943, by Special 

f and hi a residence. 

Tppeare^^rillin^t^cooperato in answering the 
queationa put to Him, appeared to be alert and definite, and would willingly 
testify if called upon to do so. 

Following ia a signed statement obtained from 

'•Springfield, Illinois 
August 31, 1943 

[make the following voluntary statement to 

and whom I know to be Special Agents of the 

JureeuTof Investigation, U.8. Department of Justice. 

"I was born in 1 was 

an American citisen at SpringfieTd^Tmnois^at^not rocalled, but before 
" wag tw enty one years old, as I gained m y cititensM^_throu£h_i^fathe r, 
am presently employed by And 

live 1 

W I have worked off and on at mines including Mine "A*. Mine *B", 
and at the Capitol Mine owned by the Peabody Coal Co. 



"I recall that I was working at Mine **B" under the Unite^Mine 
Workers of America that will be referred to hereinafter as tJMff in HHH and 
I continued to work at Mine ■B" under the DMW until 1932 when Mine "B” sent 
Progressive workers of America that will be referred to hereinafter as 

the PUA. At that time I became a FMA member. 

"I was a member of the Pit Committee under the OMw for a period 
of two and one half years and held the same position for two years under the 
FMA. I attonded all union meetings under the UMSi and under the FMA. 


"Sometime in the 


*B", 
don'l; 
had the 


ear before 19 32 whn the IMA organised in Mine 
and another miner whoso name I 
Is charged from Mine "B" by the company bosses. OW 
contraot with Elshoff at this time. 



■The above men were considered by me to be fair loyal union men 
who wanted to look after the interest of the miners. I believe some of 
these men were IBCT officials at this time. I believe that the discharge 
of those men contributed to the success of the organisation of the IMA in 
September, 1932. 

*It was my job as a member of the Pit Committee, OCf, to get those 
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


> - 
L? ( «-* 



INTERVIEW wITH men back to work, and I tried to d^th^^n^h^o doing 

I took the natter to Board membed^HHI^^^Hp^, and 
the t o JOHN H. WALKER and final ana I 

went to see ’’JOWT.T" LEWI S . Eithe^th^Jnio^orficials were 
not able to get these nen back to work or else the UMW officials did not want 
then back to work in the nine, I do not think the discharged men were 
aggi +nt.<wr f nr tho formation of another union at this time as this was before 
the formation of FMA. I think these men were discharged for seme other 
trouble. Elshoff discharged then, according to Oscar Falcetti, because they 
were aggitators . 

"1 was in favor of organising FMA at liine ”B“ in September, 1952, 

I figured it was time to get away from JOHN L. LEWIS'S control, I took no 
active part in organizing FMA. 

n T know nothing about the relations between ELSHOFF and R1A from 
September, 1932 until April, 1937. I was on the Pit Committee under FMA the 
first two years after it organised. Afc far as I can recall I worked at Mine 
*B n until the miners went on strike in 1937, 

"I beliovo tho HiA membership was satisfied with the FMA leaders, 

"I believe I heard that literature was passod out by the UMm to 
get the FMA men back into the UkA. 

*1 do not remember why the five men were thrown out of IMA, I 
did not attend tho FMA meeting held on the night of May 11, 1937, 

W I know nothing about coal cars being shorted or why they were 

shortod. 

*1 know nothing about the wage scale controversy in the Spring of 

1937. 

"1 signed the PMA petition of May 26, 1937 to show I was a membor 
of RiA. I helped picket Min e "B" for 56 days, 

*1 went out to the mine everytime it was supposed to ro-open, but 
I nevor went to work on these ocassions . 

”1 heard the whistle blow on the days Mine *8" was supposed to re- 
open, Only nui men went back to work on these ocassions . 

"The last day I worked at Mine "B" wss on the day the miners went 
out on strike in May, 1937, until January, 1942. I finally left Mino *B* 
in June, 1942. rj»n I went back in January, 1942, I joined the EMt?. 



t continued) 
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Re: JOHN L. LETIS. ET AL 

^9 Is ^ 

*1 have no desire to ever work for the CMm organisation 
under the present leadership. I preferred the F14A over 
the lifST because I felt I was treated more fairly by the 

"I have read this statement consisting of two and one half pages 
and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 



witnessed: 


INTERVIEW uITH 




Special Agent. FBI. 



Special Agent, rul. 


m 
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RE 5 JOHM L. LE.7IS, ET AL 


%>n* 


UnD 


% 



HUM pu L. 

■ presents a 
' to do so. 


4 . _ i — 
VU JAJJ-Uj 



was jointly* lnterviewe^athi^residanca on 
1945 by Spe cial Agents ft and 

He appeared wil lOi^T^nlH^ftnswer ques 




i*»f 4 nanf «RC 1 , 


Bp 


E od appearance, is alert and willing to testify if called upon 
furnished the following sipaed statement* 

•Springfield, ^Illinois 
August 51, 1945 

:e the following voluntary stated ent to 
whom 1 know to be Special Agents of the 
, S. Department of Juetiee, 

Springfield, 111- 
I arrived in the United 
I first 




ough ny father J 


* 4 - ^ Til 

b b A94V | AAi I 


T • At, mA aA ■ ■!■ _ 

* B bUl WOU nw|£- 


"I presentl y reside 
inois. I was born in 
States having derived citisenshi 

e+'a w4*n/^ urrivV^ rvr* 4 *s aaaI w4 v\as < w 

B wtl a VV-» nv /4 4 U W»Ar UA 4 A 1 BB 4 U 

ing at Mine A , or mine B . as a member of the United Mine Workers of America, 
hereinafter defer red to as TOST , and I worked in these two mines and four other 
local mines from 1 presently work at Panther Creek Mine no, 4. 

"In I started working in Mine B and continued to work there 

until May, 193^wnen the nine closed down, I did not help in the Prog ressive 
Miners of Amerigo picket line. 1 will refer to this latter union as the PMA. 
f^did not go back to Mine B until Novmber, 1939 when the mine opened. I 


— J -1 r> vf., 1 -. — i mn 

"Ul«y WIWl 1J ULi W)WLi« 


and went to work 
did 



,1 tiwAn 1 n> * /m< + 
Jt Wil bl-*-A AA J 

Illinois, and 
om 1916 to 


never did go back to nine u. 1 worked oFa nenber oi 
September 1932. I voluntarily joined the rMA in September ,1932 when Mine B 
went Progressive. I have remained with the F iik from 1932 to the present tine, 
and never did rejoin the UlSf. 

*X never held any office in the Ulfif and the only office I ever held 
in IHA was as a nember of the trial board of local S^a^min^D.! held that 
position for about two years which I think was about From 

to 1932 relations between ELSHOFF and Ulif were good • the UJia 

officials stated that the ballot box was stolen, I didn't believe It and 
neither did other miners, so 1 joined the FMA. I did not help organise fllA. 

I want to very few union meeting_ in 1937. At t'iat time I never heard any- 
thing about uioi men organising in the mine. I never heard the ?MA expelled 
any men. The last day the mine worked in May, 1957 X knew coal oars were 
shorted. I thought the cars were being shotted because Elshoff would not 
pay the back pay he had agreed on. No one tried to get me to join BMW. X 
sirrned the PMA Detitlon on Mav 26. 1937 to show I wa a member of ftSL. I 

^ » v «■ 

don't remmber any other petitions* 
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AX. 

Cs l> r l£> 

"When nine D opened in November 1939 I went to work &• a 
member of the P11A. and worked to February 12, 1940* Ho 
one has ever contacted me to join the TOST. 1 do not 
know anything about the wage scale problem or the efforts 
get or maintain the bargaining rights at Hine B. 


INTERVIEW WITH 

ffccnTTnueHT] 


of BMW and PkA to 


*1 have carefully read and fully understand the one and a half 
pages of this statement which contains the truth to the best of my knowledge 


/•/ 



.‘.1TNESSSJ: 



Special Agent, FBI 
Special Agent, FBI 
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RE: JOHN L. LE7.1S, ET AL 


^ OJb 




Illinois, w as inter - 
viewed a t hi s hone by Speci al A gen t 
■I H^HMand on September 1, 

1943. It is not believed n^wouier raak^^goo^wiTness due to nis inability 
to speak English fluently. He has no known criminal record. He furnished 
the following signed statement: 


HI. 

September 1, 1943 


"I , the following voluntary statement toi 

are Special Agents of the Federal 

Bureau oi Investigation . No threats or promises of any kind have been 
made to get me to make a statement and I do so knowing it may be used in 
a court of law. 




"I was born 
nd became a natura 


"I first .joined U V. r .' Union in 


in 

juSter in 

I have not held an office in any uniol 



"In 1932 I joined P. {!. A. because all the men in U II 
to P U A so I changed too. 


came to 


were changing 


"There were no strikes or close-downs that I know of between 1932 
and 1937- Sometime in the 1st part of Hay 1937 a group of men at the mine 
while waiting to go down the shaft said several men had been expelled from 


▲ u ^ t™> ac j\ 

wie 


fur spying. 


No one approached me in any 


wajr 


4- A 4 ** TT If T* 

wy jvau u * rz * * > * 


At the end of that day we were called out on strike and I understood that 
it was because the management had refused to stop those men who had been 
expelled from continuing to work in the mine. 


"I don’t recall signing any petitions in the summer of 1937. 


"In Sept. 1937 I read in the paper that Mine "B" was going to re- 
open so I went to the mine to work and when the whistle blew for work only 


auyuy wn avaf yt;u uu 


IVtMr wnwn tT If 
i ui rv auu wiuv nui v_; y i ; 


Ko t- — 


picketing. I picketed at the nine for 56 days until an injunction was 
served on us. Only iiine "B" ;men picketed the nine then. 


"I voted in the NLRB election in Dec. 1937 and P II A non by 404 
to 25. It was a fair election as far as I could see. Ho violence of any 
kind occur re c at the election. 
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*1 received & letter in Nov. 1939 tliat the mine 
would reopen. I went to work as a digger in 
the sane room 1 had worked in 1937. Vjr tools 
were still there and I didn’t notice any large 
one attempted to get me to change from P li A to 
U.II.7. at any time. I voted F II A in the I? L R B election in Februaiy 
1 j 41. About two days later I joined U I! TT because the election shotted 
U r T had a majority and I wanted to be with the majority. 

"I am nos. working at Mine "B* 1 . If I had ay own free choice of 

any union I would prefer P.M.A. 

*1 have had this three page statement read to me by 

and it is true and correct to the best of qy knowledge.* 



RE: JOHN L. IZWIS, IT AL 


[ffTSRfflg? V .1TH 
rcontuuSed) 
cave -ins at the mine. No 



jcial Aj 
ineelal A r 


nt, 

■ent . 


F.B.I. 

F.B.I. 


H 


Tfitnessedj 


c 
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Re: JOHN L. ICTS 






1 /N Cv. 

^ i u 



Illinois, was inter viewed at 
ois, by Special Agent 


he does not have a crimina. _ 

as he cannot speak Qaglish very well. 


n September 1, 1943* 
would not make a 



dvised 


[provided the following statement: 


Septemt 


m., 

jr 1, 1943. 


111., make the following voluntary state- 
ment to whan I know to be Special Agents of the 

Federal WreaS^w InvesT^atTon^No force, threats or promises have been made 
in obtaining this statement and I know that what I may say may be used in 
a court of law. 




"I was bom 
I am a citizen of' 


emmigrated to the 0. S. 
;ing naturalized in 


in 


in 


"I started mining coal inthe U. 5., in^^B in flJB and became 
a member of IM in about I remained ^memoer o^JkV until 1 

became a member of 1932. ^^^»came a member of PliA because my local 

UW changed to PUA in 1932. I took no active part in the formation of P.M.A. 


"I have never held an office in any union. 

“I was employed by Mine "B " in about 1 81111 now employ®** *>y 

JJine "B” as a trackman. 


n Prior to Sept. 1932 the management of Mine "B" seemed to be on 
good relations with UUff. 

"Between 1932 and May 1937 UMST did not set up a picket line at 
Kine B, nor did UMST distribute literature at Mine "B". Ho one attempted to 
get me to change from FltA to UlfV between 1932 and May 12, 1937. 

"I at no time saw an official of UMTT with the management of Mine "IT. 


"So far as I know there was no controversy over the wage scale in 
the Spring of 1937# 

"I did not attend a FMA meeting on the night of May 11, 1937 and 
do not know if I had notice of such a meeting. I did not take any interest 
in union activities. I did not know of anyone being expelled from FMA in 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET A L 

« 

£=> 1 £=> 7 S\ 

May 1937. 

I reported for work on the morning of May 12. 1937* Soji*- 
one told toe sometime that day that the mine was on strike, 
everyone looked like they were going hone so I went hone. No one told me 

why Mi ne "F * was on strike and I did not know the reason. So far as I 

know there was no intention on the part of miners to strike that day. I 
saw no coal cars loaded short the day of the strike. 

H, I think I signed two PliA petitions in the summer of 1937. I do 
not rember much about the petitions and I cannot remember where I was when 

thev were sirmed. No one threatened me if I did not sicn. 

’ “ * w - - -- — 

"I did not sign a U11W petition in the sumner of 1937. 

" I do not know of the formation of a new UlSf union in the summer 
of 1937. 



"Sometime in Sept. 1937 X heard PilA had a picket line at Mjji© "B" 
and I went to picket in order to enjoy myself. I acted as a picket off 
and on for about two norths. I was not forced to be a picket. So far 
as I know no persons acted as pcikets except Mine "B" employees. There 
was no violence during the time I acted as a picket. An injunction was 
obtained to prevent picketing. I was not present when the injunction was 
served and do not know the attitude toward the injunction. 

n I did not know of Mine " B" attempting to re-open in Dec. 1937 or 
Jan. 1938. 

"I voted in the NLP-B election Dec- 15, 193? for PMA, I think the 
election was fair and I was allowed to vote any way I wanted to. 

"^n the last part of 1939 I received notice to return to work at 
Mine "B". I returned to work and received a job as track man a short time 
later. I did not see the result of any large fires on my return, to Mine 
"B", there were a few^cave-ins. Several months after I returned to work 
at Mine "BF Charle s^ €ohanon and a nan name<^^^sked me at Mine *B" if I 
would join U1T7. I informed them I did not know if I wanted to join or not 
as I was PMA at which time they stated if I did not join I nay be too late. 
No one threatened me if I did not join UMiT . Several months after I went 
back to work 1 saw few mtaute^after someone beat him very 

badly. I do not him. ^jjjj^^^^^was beat while he was in 

his room at Mine , I also saw two mor^mknown men fighting. I do not 
know idiy was beat . 

"In the last part of 1940 I knew most of the men at Mine "B" were 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


\ 1 ^ 
b> hzs *> / £) 


INTERVIEW WITH joining U.H.W. bo I joined. I joined U1!W through f* s 


tt In Feb. 1941 I voted at the N.L.R.B. election PUA. This electf cn 
was a fair election. 

"I am now employed at Mine "B" and I am treated all right. 

"I have had this statement consisting of five pages read to me and 
it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 



Bohanon. Boh an on promised he would get my son a j< 

iiine "B 1 * if I joined UMW. Bohan on got my son a job at >?ae 

tt B n . 



/«/ 



Witnessed: — 



special Agent - F.B.I. 
Special Agent, F.B.I." 


Illinois 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AX. 


b 1 c ~^ 


bib 
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INTERVIEW WITH ^ Springfield, 
Illinois, was lnto^ieue^athis hone on September A„ 

1943 by Special Agents ^ Thir man 
is uneducated, and professe^w^nabilit^t^reado^wrxt^nglish, «s: 
cept his own name. He can understand English only when very sickle, 


<1 ■» n « HA <•+ S Ai «* *1 A n Vi4 <■ 

p'A.CAOJ 1 a* g OPACU VA 1JUL1U# 

voice. He claimed to have no cr iminal record, 
statement was obtained from 


fi/i e - xft.iUe' 4*. A %»rt M i l k4 f*k ■> A ..j*\ a 1 j . ■ 

B|igr4te au o Tti j e^ugan.) 

The following signed 



"Springfield, HI. 
September 1, 1943 

make the following voluntary statement to 

whom I know to be Special Agents 


.^vol Dtivnrmi . . . 

i ua 4/Ul WVkU ua 


. t %n+ m f-s-n A r trff AVm 4*l*£irt VT^ 1 1 W"! tk 

| va aii^ vtui vv ■* * -» j j 


Illinois. 


no force used, and no promises made me. 

■I presently live at 
I am -working at U ine B. I was 
■HHHHB I came to the 
^naturaTEse^citizen in 


"I just joined a union, the United Ifine Workers, in Spring- 



rt a>v»ii+ 


i rro avc si Ota 
ww* u * 


of America in 1932, and went back to tha U.M.T7. in 1940. I never 
held an office in any union. I starte d work in Mine 3 when the 
superintendent was a can known as I was working at Mine B in 193- 

when the P .}?•--*• took over the union, and I followed the majority of 
the men and joined the P.11.4. Worn that tine until the strike 
in 1937, conditions at the mine were all right, and there was no 
trouble. 


«*T Hnn V 


rmmor\}v) v» anw P ?f. 
- . v 


ww ^«+ .4 net Art f KiO r»i ir^if f h/) 

v*.w « 


strike and ± don't know the reasons for the strike. I think that} 

SHB called the men out of the nine, but I don't know why, other 
than that I heard it was because we didn't get a raise in pay. I 
don't remember signing a P.U. A . petition, or any other one, in 1937, 
and I don 't know whether I voted in the 1937 olection or not. Be** 
cause I can't read English, speak or understand it well, 1 nrrer 
took much interest in union meetings. 

t 4 ft ' 


|T7Vi4l a +km »+ v*S Um wo e iroms An n.jftT* r 

vi * | uw* gw 


. /ftltt. 

* V V %AV 


+.ft1 rt TT»P ^>n+. 4 f 


I stayed in the P.1X*. I couldn't have a job at ItLne 3. He told me that 
the non would go back to work, and the company would open up the mine, 
if the men would join the U.M.W. 
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Re; JOHN l. LEWIS, 1ST AL. 






ITH "About two mouths after the Vine B opened in !• 93T. 

fS/KKMKtt^ I went back to work, having been called to worit ty i 
(Continued). Elshoff when my room was ready. I don’t remember t!;y «t*±. 


time but I know that after the mine opened, a man known aj 
that I should join U.U.b’. or else I would get beat vp. I was never be'.* 
up, but I saw many men beat up in the mine by U.M.h". men. I dcr. ; t fcr.ov 
any of the names. I know that the sheriff beat up some men who did nor 
join the U.li.’A. I joined the U.k.lf. right after I went back to work at 
the mine. X felt that I had to join to keep ay job and was afraid I 
be beat up if I dicii 't join. 



"I have never been beaten up, but I am afraid to say anything aea.i 
the O.U.’i. , because I know if I do, I will be beat up. 



pages 


s statement was read to me in the presence of 

state that this statement consisting 1> 
can remember the facts. 




Special Agents, F.B.I. 
Springfield, 111." 
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Sot JOSH L* LETTIS, ET XL 


J*7 


^ 0 £> 



ents 


NTEHV^yJT 7:iTE The f o I I owing inv estigati on w as conducted by Sp^ojal 

Agents flBflflHjjjHjB 8X1(1 
Illinoi^^oi^oepwiBe^^, 19477 

interviewed 1118 ^ lome 

Illinois , and he advised he has never been arrestee 
in his life. He WEff interviewed in the presence of his wife, tad it was 
noted that although he speaks and understands the English language very well, 
he could not recall things very rapidly, and his w^ehad to assist him in 
recalling specific instances. It is felt that if |||^ is needed as a wit- 
ness that he would make a fair witness. 




ment which 


furnished Agents with a signed two page typewritten state- 
s as follows* 



"I. 

this free and 
whs are known 

gation. United States Department of Justice. No foroe or threats have been 
made me to give this statement. 



*1 was boro in and come to the United States 

in and became a citisen^^^xn^un^e^otates in IllinoiS^^Ihave not 

worl^a for the last S .years or so. Z first joined a union 
when I came to U.S. I became a membor of United Mine Worker s^shoroly after 
I came to the United States. I never have been an officer of any union. 

I started at Mine B j n Springfield, 111., about ^ years ago or so. *hen the 
split happene d in 1932 o r so when John L. Lewis wanted lower wages I was 
working at but afterwards I went to Mine B. I think I joined 

B£A union Mine B. I joined the BiA of my own account beoause 

I was against John L. Lewis anyway, 

FALCETTI of Mine B always sej 
the local there. For 

would have me came out to th? mine every day 

•essive and a QfiT man he would not hire me. Finally my brother-in-law, 
told me that Falcetti was hiring men and finally I saw Faloetti 
would work in any plaoe and finally he hired me. 


nefore the mine closed in iso# uovAk 
rays semned to favor the UUft over FMA even tho BiA was 
aboutH months before I got my job at Mine B Falcetti 
t to the mine every day and it seemed because I was a 



tha' 


•Most of the miners felt that BiA was a good union but there were 
a few traitors in the plaoe. I never heard any complaints against the Pro- 
gressives and most of us miners were satisfied, I was a coal digger at Mine 
B. I and other miners all felt that those BiA men convicted for the bookings 
were all framed and were not guilty and we felt that BUTT had something to do 
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Bet JOHN L, LEnTS, ET A L 


INTERVIEW TTITH with it. 




XoontTxIued) *1 never suspected that FKA officials were s-.raling money 

and we never had any special assessments like they did 
with tBflf. The Progressive union was run toy us miners and it vrp.sn't like 
the U1PV which wsb run toy only a few, I attended as many aeoti. as I could 
of FVA. To my knowledge no TM>Y men came out and bothered me before the mine 
closed won in 1937 nor did I see any literature of HT>. No ono aver 
approached me about going over to Of*? tout 2 heard there were ease going 
around and this was before the mine closed. Xt was gossip that UUI« had 
spies in Uine B tout I didn't know who they were. 


*7«hile living in Springfield with 1 

I recall that he once said something about the utin giving a big par 
he said that he felt before long that Uine to would be Ofif. 


and 


n X don't recall much about the contract running out in spring of 
1937. I don't recall of going to the meeting the night before the mine 
ebsed down. I don't recall of hearing anything about some men beihg ex- 
pelled I Just don't recall when I first heard about it. X remember of 
being called out from the mine on the day it closed but I don't recall what 
we were told about it. The way I recall it the strike was called because 
some spies were not fired and it was not over any wage question. 1 still 
have my tools out there in the mine . 

*1 recall that on the day the mine closed the cars were loaded 
short because the drivers would come and take the ears away from us before 
we could load the cars and many of mine were not full and it never happened 
before except just that one day. 1 can't recall the name of the driver. No 
one told me to load cars short. 


"When wo got called out from the mine on the day it closed nothihg 
was said to me that a strike was called. Several weeks after the mine closed 
1 signed a petition for PUA and I can't recall just where 1 signed it. No 
compulsion was used to make me sign it, 1 never signed anything for TJlfif 
and I never would. I would have signed any petition for RI& then and may 
have signed another one or two but I just can't recall for sure. 

"I heard something about 013 forming a new local but no one asked 
me to join it. 1 heard that Pete Carter f w as close with UiC* but neither he 
nor any others bothered me. I think 1 attended several rogular HtA meet- 
ings during the summer of 1937 but nothing unusual took plaoe. 1 heard 
something about Palcetti and some of the other traitors were working at the 
^Jefferson Nine but 1 don't know anything more about it. I also once heard 
'' something about tolshoff taking over the Jefferson mine. I never got any 
notice that Vine B would reopen in Sept. 1937 but 1 heard about it and 1 


1 
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Re : JOBS L. LEI .IS, £7 AL 


b~> 



was out there the first day at the gat® and I remember 
that Palcetti got up and said something to us hut I don't 



(phonetic) was one who went down. I don't know if FVA had any mooting as 
to what they would do if mine opened as TJVTS • Tie then started to picket the 
mine because I heard that Falcotti said they would open up the mine only 
to UMW, I was out at Mine B m ost of the time when we were watching the 
grounds. It was very quiet out there and we miners just sat around and 
smoked and ate and there were no fights or trouble. Ho one forced me to go 
out and we were just protecting our jobs there. H1A. did not bring in any 
outsiders at all on that strike and it was just the local men who were there. 


strike was on. I think I was out at Mine B when the Marshall came out but 
I can't recall just what happened except we all went home. 


so I did not go out as I felt there might be some trouble there. This was 
after the Marshall was thero. 


far as X know. I never saw any strong arm methods being used. It was a 
secret ballot and no one forced mo to vote. I voted Progressive* 


letter from someone saying the mine was to reopen under ULIW and because of 
that I did not evon go out to the mine. I always felt that the Progressive 
Local was a better ono than the UMi* and I still feel that way and under the 
Progressive we miners could say what we wanted to say and no one hurt us but 


a lot of gossip around that Elshoff had received a large sum of money free 
John L. Lewis and we miners also heard that Elshoff felt sorry that he ever 
took the money otherwise he could have opened the mine back under PMA. 

"I don't know much about what wont on from the time the first 
election was held till the mine opened in the fall of 1939. In fall of 1939 
I got a letter saying I could go back to work In u certain of d ays* 



for the tim e being and he tpldmo to take a few shots in that. Ity old room 
was U^V&nd they gave me when I went back. Nothing was said about 

a contract then. I felt tnatour wages would be tho same as before. I 


"I don't recall of any UMff men coming out while the sit down 


"I recall hearing something about the mine going to reopen as UMiT 


"Shortly after the above election it seems as tho I received a 
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Be * JOBS L. LEnIS, ET AL 





INTERVIEW ~ITH 


don't recall if any strangers ■were there or not. I did 
not vote at the second NLRB election as I was not work- 
ing there. During those 7 days I was there no one «3ked 


me to join over to tBC7 and I did not see sny fi girts. 
Since then I have never worked as I had arthritis then. 


where they told me to go to. I never heard anything about a fire there 
while the mine was closed. 

"I never joined over to HUT/ when I went back to work and I still 
call myself a progressive and not a UUi>7. * 

"Ihave read this 2 pago typewritten statement and it is true and 
correct and I have signed it of ay own free will. 


'The mine appeared to be in bad condition but all I saw was just 


(•) 



u i tno sees: 



L Special Agent. FBI, St. Paul, Minn, 
ipecial Agent, FBI, Milwaukee, 7<is. . 


434 - 


o 


Be: JOHN L. LES1S, ET AL 


k? / 





August 31, 194 



was Interviewed at his hums, 

Spring fie ld, Illinois, V / 

Spec ial Agent and on 

advised he did not have a crimirLe^r^uT u . 


would not make a good witness as he does net speak 

tt_-l J _t * 1*1 A J _ Ui . 

we X X BUiU A« vogue «D wv iu* l^VI* 

The following signed statement was furnished by 

4 

•Springfield, 111., 

August 31, 1943. 

L Springfield, Ti l,, 
the following voluntary statement to^^H^H and 1 

know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of In-rest?.^ 0 * 0 . 1 ." B>' force, 
threats or promises have been made In obtaining this s tii -;.Tie nt end T :x. ■» 
that what 1 ma.y say may be used in a court of law. 


"I 


ik Viftm in 


in 



d became a natura 



"ln|^^^I became a member of Ulflf when I was employed at 2?n^:nco 
Coal loine, Springfield, 111. and remained a member of that union until 
1932. In 1932 my local TMfi union ohanged to ftlA for some d.) to reason 
and for that reason I joined FI£A- 

"T I.... v*** mmr iws4 awi 

*. i*o. f w uvrni l/c on »u was awa wi Mijr viuavu* 

"I was employed at Mine *B* in about 1936 on* year nricr to the 

strike at Mine *B W in 1937. 

"From 1936 to May 1937 when I was employed at Vine "D" th* 
management of Mine *B” seemed to be on good relations with FMS-, tnav« were 
no strikes or close-downs by the management. So far as I know the r • 
ment of Mine *B" did not attempt to persuade the men to return to . 

"I thought PMA was a good union and an honest union, there no 

unusual special assessments. I took no active part in union activvci?.e . 

•I knew nothin? about the bosk) in? cases. 

W V 

"During the time I was employed at Mine "8" prior to the strike 
in 1937 there were no U1W pickets at Mine “B n and no literature we.e 
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t JOHN L» LEV IS| £T AL 


r'TBSVIEff -.1TE 



Jp 7 cs b '1-& 

distributed at Kine *B" by 01OT. Ho one attempted 
to convert me from FI4A. to UUW and X did not see or 
hear of anyone attempting to convert anyone from 
PliA. to TJMST prior to May 1937s 


"I know nothing about the wage scale controversy in the Spring 

of 1S37. 

"I did not attend or know of a FMA. meeting on the night of Lay 11 
1937 nor do I know if anyone was expelled from PMA. in Kay 1937* 


"About Kay 12, 1937 X worked all day and upon leaving the mine 
someone told me the mine was on strike. I do not Imow why the mine 
went on strike and no one told me why the mine was on strike. . 

"I do not remember signing any petitions in the Summer of 1937. 

"I do not recall a new U1CT local being formed in the Sumner of 

1937. 

"Sometime in Sept. 1937 someone left word at my home for me to go 
to Vine "b". I went to ? ; ine *B " and found out the mine was being picketed 
by PMA. I remained for a for hours and returned home. Ho one threatened 
me if I did not picket. 

"I obtained a position with A?A soon after Sept. 1937 and took 
no interest in Kine "B*. 


"I do not rember voting in tho NIHB election Dec. 15* 1937. 

"In the last part of 1939 1 received a letter from Kine "B" to 
report for work. I returned to lline "B" to work immediately as a driver 
and worked at Vine "B* for about on© year at which time I was discharged 
by Oscar Falcetti because Z refused to drive a mule. From the time I 
returned to Mine "B" in 1939, I was frequently given a different mule. 

I do not know tho reason the mine* kept changing mules on me. 

"No one asked me at Mine "B* to change from FHA to UMN after my 
return to Line *B" in the last part of 1939. 

"Tony Plotch and another man came to my home in 1940 to ask if I 
would change from PHA to BUn, 

"I was never threatened by anyone and I never saw any violaaoo 
at Vino *B* during the timo I was employed thore in 1939 and 1940. 
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*At the time I mas discharged from Mine "8* I ""M a 
member of Pitt.. 

"I am now employed at , , • ;• . 


*1 have had thiB four page statement road to me and it is true 
and correct to the best of ny knowledge. 


Witnessed 



signed) 



- Sp. Agt. F.B.I. - Spfld, 111, 
Special Agent, F.B.I. "(signed) 


(signed) 
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The fol 
Amenta 
Illinois. on 


O . 

/ c^ 

owing investi gatio n was conducted 
and 



Agents interviewed 
arrested in his llfeT 
Illinois* from 1937 to 1941. 


‘ember 1* 



ana ne aavisea m&t ne never nac 
stated that 


It was noted that a a very Intelligent man and appeared 

to know a lot about union affairs^ Be stated that he would be willing to 
testify if called upon but his wife remarked that if he did testify *he 
hoped he would not lose his job. Be would make an excellent witness. 


In regard to the affidavit mentioned hereinafter it might be 
stated that the same is n^ile in the Springfield Field Division, and it is 
one that was signed by and several other persons at Illinois* 

on August 25, 1937, and i^maoe referenoe to CH/JU^SrtflOTH, (n^^deoeased) 

ua 1 <1+ ^ Wft + « nl» * TTlIX 

HAW (UABVATU VV UVUWUU4U^ **■ w^'f 




and initialed an 


urnished agent* with a signed statement which he signed 
it is as follows i 


111 . 

Sept. 1^ 1943* 




give the following statement to| 


wrio are Knurrn w mt? vo vt5 Special agSHi 


Ui 91K7 


end 

reaorai Bur. "o?TnvasTT”TIo throats or promises have beon made me and I m a ke 
this statement of my own free will and volition. 



*My address is 111. I was born in 

[i now work have been employed for 

the last ■ yrs. Then X was about ■ I joined the UIGV at Auburn, 111. I have 
been a member of the “Fit Committee' at the Verdin . Mine this was a FMA 
union and was before I went to Mine *B". I started at Mine *B" in Aug< 
as a Track layer I was 


1936 


then a member of the WA. 


•From the time I started in Mine *B", remember that Fatseetti 

was sore because tho HT7 was letting the mines contracting with them have - a 

#i IkAttw iiwt 44wi« f a Va< sf <11 f ha PWL wnul A hnt. Tio rtrt f f f.Ki M lind 

j ACL A 4 jjmwi vavbu V 4 J amu vv javaw v ***s v*^ * » « m > w ■■■ ■ 

FALSCETT1 was -displeased. Beforo the mine closed there was talk in the 
mine tho€ the men were going TBIw' within a certain time. 

*Hy experience with the FMA has always been that it is a rank and 

file metribers Union. I attended some meetings of the FMA while at Mine *B* 
but not all. I took more interest in the Progressives beeauso of the dirty 
deal we had gotten from the TJtfn. There never appeared to be anything crooked 

in the way the finenoes of the FMA were handled. 
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7*ITH "It wts the feeling at the time that the FVA miner* 


who were convicted of the bombings had been given a 
raw deal and some thought they were framed* 


*1 don’t remember ary trouble between FUA and HGT prior to the 


strike, 'when one of the men was underpaid for the work he was doing, the 
Pit Committeemen instead of helping the man with his grievance, which 1 
believe was a just one, took the part of the Co. The Committeemen Z 
romemb©; md And y Schrelevious, t he man with the grievance 


*1 don’t know anything about any social parties or affairs held 
by Elshoff. 


calling for retroactive pay after tho contract was reached. There was no 
doubt in our minds that the FUA could sot do as well for us as the tlfni. 

Prior to the strike the men worked on feeling confident that everything would 
be O.K. There was some talk that we might not get a contract but most of the 
men peid no attention to this. 


if it was Special or Regular, 1 knew it was to be held but don’t remember 
how I know. The morning of the strike there was no talk or fuss ©oncoming 
pay. I don’t remember there being any trouble that morning over anything. 
Tho only thing I do know was that there were some cars loaded short, but I 
don’t know why. 1 remember the mine shut down about one half hour before 
quitting time but I worked on through, I don’t know what this was about. I 
seem to remember ial of Elshoff or Falscetti to recognise 

our repreBentativ 


of these was a couple of weoks after tho mine closed. I signed It of ay 
own freo will. I hoard of a W.< petition that sumner but I never saw or 
signed it. 


*1 recall signing the affadavlt of August 26, 1937. I re-af firm 
the statements therein and acknowledge my signature thereon. 


was nami 



"In the Spring of 1937 we wero working under a temporary agreement 


"I recall that there was a meeting May 11, 1943. I don’t know 



"I recall signing several B4A petitions the suomer of 1937. Okie 


the 6ovt. for something. I signed this of my own free will. 

*1 remember that a UM5? local was formed the sumner of 1937. 


"X signed a 2nd FUA petition the summer of 193 7 t his was to go to 


"There was nothing unusual that happened during the simmer of 1987 
except that Chas. Bohannon and some others came to to get the men to 
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■wing over but no one contacted me . 

*1 remember when the mine opened in Sept. 1937 a whole 
bunch of uc were out there and some of the men who 
were the trouble make re in the union went do wn they even went down in 
clean olothes. Somo of thoae who went down wore " Sam* Joe Albanese. kndv 


S chrelivious. Dominic Pa squal o. Pota. Pra nk Austin . Tony Plotch . 
Cftt tori ^r&riaa . Geo . 4 . Emo ry Ja ca wa% and Cha sT~5ohanon« It w aa understood 
that JLlbaneee had bought the papers of a fellow name^JHMtovho returned to 
the old country. 


"Falaettl came out and told the men to get back so those who wanted 
to could go back to work. I believe the picketing started the next day. . 
this lasted awhile and the men went heme then we heard the mine was to be 
opened and we started picketing again for a while and then moved in on the 
property. This was done by local members to protect their jobs there was no 
outside help. 1 went out of my own will and so did the others so far as 
I know. 


"I got a job at the the day or so before the Marshall 

came to tell the men to leave tn^muiE^property. I have not been back 
since. 


"I voted in the first N.LR.B. election and voted for TUA because 
that was the Union I wanted. So for as t know this was a_ honest election 
and there was no force used at this eloction* I had the right to vote be- 
cause I still had the right to go back and claim my job at Mine "$*. 


”1 have read the foregoing statement of seven pages and ao far as 
I can at this time recall it is all the truth. I am therefore signing it 
of my own free will. 
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■Li£> 


INTERV 



ras intervievedathis h omo on Augus t 29, 
19437^ fay Sp ecial Accnts^HHmM^and flHB 

He gave InfwnaTionvoImtaril^an^xreQly. 

It is believed that he would "make a good witness. He claimed to have no 
criminal record. 

The following signed statement was given by^ 

"Springfield, HI. 

August 29, 190. 

following statement freely and voluntarily 
who have identified themselves to 
reau of Investigation. Ho threats or 



premises have been made to me to obtain this statement. 


"I presently reside at 
am employed in Panther Creek. Jiine S 4 « 

to the United States in 
in a Pc 


Sprlngfie Id, HI . 




court. 


"I first Joined a nine union infli^B^hen I was working in a mine 
This was the United Mine Torkers union. I remained a member 
of ttuWRin until 1932 when I joined the Prorrea siva Jiinc . Workers of^ 
America in Springfield, 111. I fi rst started to work at Mine £ about 
and continued to work there until I have never been an 

officer of any union. 


•Prior to 1932 there was not any trouble between Elshoff and the 
U.I'.VT. at iline B. In 1932 the miners became dissatisfied with U.K.*T. after 
it was said that John L. Lewis had stolen the votes in an election in that 
year. Ihe Progressive itlnc ’torkers of America started up in that year. I 
did not take any part in the formation of P.M.A., but joined that union 
immediately. Another reason the miners did not like U.li. - ?;. was the many 
assessments imposed by that union on the members. They were called "special 
assessments" and the officers of U.U.TT. did not tell the members for what 
purpose the assessments were used. 

"After tho formation of P. If. A. in 1932, everything went snoothly 
at the mine. As I recall thero were no strikes or shut-downs. I don't 
recall any attempts on the part of the management of Iline B to discredit 
the leaders of P.ll.A. 


"I did not go to many meetings of F.M.A., but when I did go to 
meetings I know that I could have said what I wanted to at any time. Its 
leaders did not attempt to tell us what to do. If we did not attend the 
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meetings, we were not fined. I was satisfied with the 
P.L'.A. leaders who I thought were always trying to help 
ncnb 2 Hnr h rocsll sr.ythi?i r bsin® ssid in ths 


P.II.A. meetings about the bombings that were happening 
between 1932 and 1937. I only knew what I read in the newspapers. 

"If the P.H.A. ever asked for extra assessments, the leaders always 
explained what the assessments were for. There weren’t many assessments* 


members of the U.bl.'T. and the management of the mine. 

••After the temporary agreement was signed by the P.II.A. officials 
with the mine management, I don't recall that the P.U.-.. officials cave 
any report on this agreement. I, as well as most of the miners, felt that 
the P.3L..; could get as good a wage scale as the U.M.T. could get. All of 
us had faith in the F.Ji.A. leaders. I don't recall any trouble at Itine B 
on pay days in April 1937* 


before the strike in 1937, but I recall that X heard that there was going 
to be a meeting. I don’t know what the meeting was for, and I don't recall 
that I went to the meeting. 


talk regarding the wage scale. As I recall^ the P.U..t. men refused to go 
into the mine if the U. went into the mine. I remember that I saw 
Dominic Pasquale, Andy Schrelevious, and a third man arguing with the 
P.II.A. officials on the morning of the strike. I don't know what they 
v/ere arguing about. There was soqo talk at the mine on the day of the 
strike about loading tho cars vdth short r«ights to make the mine manage- 
ment sign a contract with P.II.A. ' I did not load my cars short, and I don't 
know if any miners did load their ears short. 


brought to my house. He told me that the P.JI.A. officials 

out if the P.H.a* had a majority of the miners in liine B on their side. 

I signed this petition voluntarily because I v:anted to. 


and a third nan, who is noY/ secretary of U.H.T. loeniycame to my "house 
vdth a U.M.’,'. petition which they asked mo to aign. They told me that if 
I did not sign the petition, there would be no work at kine^B, and that the 


"From 1932 to 1937 there were no attempts by the U.K.T., to my 


knowledge, to picket i-Hne R*. I never saw any propaganda. 

"I don’t know anything about any social contacts between the 


*1 don't recall seeing any notice of the P.Ji.*. meeting just 


“On tho morning of the strike in liay, 1937, I don't recall any 


n I recall that I signed the petition vrtdch 



(Ph) 


*1 recall that in the smser of 1937 Tony Plotch, Cotton Ananias, 
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IKIERVUTV ,7IT H 


nine would rcnain shut dorm. They also said that If 
the U.K.7. got a contract with Hina B, there would bo 
better working conditions In IHno.B. _ I did not sign 
this petition, and the Sen did nOe threaten mo. 


"Nobody askod me to join the new local of U.K.7. whon it was started 
in the s manor of 1937. At this tine I favored the F.K.A., and would not 
have joinod the U.H.7. if I had b»on caked. However , I do recall that 
sonc tine in 1937, rdion and another nan whoso 

nano I don't renonber wer^a^n^nous^^ ToT^Tlotc n, Andy Schrelevious . and 
cone to ny house. They told no that if I wonted to work, I 
"sTgn up with the U.il.7. They said that the nine would not rco| 


sho 

< — 4 L, - A _ -*j .,.J j. L. ?T n 

OX^UwU i.JLWi UtJa.^a 


J — . -4- .a 
'UU iiUU £>X[yi 


... .-44k 
Lty 


ttH at that tine was not employed in Mine B, but w:s on U. II. .. organ! 
rmo had been brought into Springfield to organize the nan for U.LI. 


"In Soptenbcr 1937 I received a notice from Mine B that the nine 
was going to reopen. At this tine I did not know of the attitude of 
P.M.A. about the nine bwing opened under U.M.M. t or as an open shop. 


+ Vt*i + 


VI 1-4 V 


T 



I don't know when the picketing 

+X e* -l TV 1 + i*>l*J 4 H < f . T +. a +.V» ^ 

UA.V1 fAj wua a*j ^ V f A W i»**w 


started in 1937, but I member 

fn ^1/n 4- Unn r*r\ mtr near . 

^ V ^ MiV w#* WHl* 


I saw only local men there and there wero no strangers. To ny knowledge 
the purpose of the picket wa3 to koop out U.H.M, non. 


"I don't recall receiving any notice of the desire of the mnago- 
nent to roopen the nine in Decenbor 1937. However, I received a notico 
iron the National lobor Relations Board and froea the U.Ii.'.'. about the 
election in tiat month. I wont to the election voluntarily, and voted 
for the P.M.A. in the State Amory, Springfield, 111. Nobody told no 
Kqtw vote this election i X received ny ballot fron c governr^ont 
official at the election place, and voted for F.M.A. 


"Prior to the opening p^th^nino in 1939 Andy Schrelevious and 
a man fron St. Louis known came to my house and asked no to 

Join the H.H.M. Ihoy told me wat^^^^inewauld open as soon as the U.M.7. 
secured a majority of the miners. im^mjHhad not worked in the mine 
prior to the strike, and I think tna^i^7a^orought here by the U.K.~'« 
to organize for O.LLM, 

"I received a notice fi*on I fine 3 that the nine was going to open 
in Novonbor 1939. I was told that KEcausc the roan in which I h.d worked 
had cavod in, ther. w,s no work for no at that tine, but that I would be 
notified when there was a roon for me. Later I received a notico fron the 
nine end started to work again at Mino B. There had been some cave-ins 
at the nine, but I don't know hoi: nuch it would hjve cost to open the mine. 
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[continui 


DflERVIEV V.TTF "After the cine openodinl939, HHB and his 

buddy, also known aiH B b t f^o^rSS^.o r e from St. 
Louis, cane to nu at the nino, arc told ae 

that if I did not sign up with U. II.'"., I would not have 
tay job. They nerely talkod to ae, and did not threaten no. At this tine 
I was working in the nine with A ndy Schrolevjjus . who did not speak to ae 
about Joining U.2V. ~ 


TThilo working in I3.ne B after 1939, I know that U.H.T. non were 
getting better roons in whidi to work than P.U.A. non through the manage- 
ment* s favoring U . U .~ '. . 


If Pw ♦ /-I + ki*i filn 4 4 v« ^ mf 16/1 T Wi *4 ttA «»4 fk 

* wy VIAJ JL** 4-W.I/+ Wwi* jf A7HX| 4i UWfUl Vi.^UUU U^> l>X Ml 

U. In the election of February 1941, I voted for P.I : .A. because I 
liked that union hotter than U.II.TT. 


n I don’t recall when I joinod U.Ii/ r . in 1941, but it was shortly 
after the eloction. I only signed up with U.IJ.Y.*. so that I could get a 
job at liinc B. I still preferrod P.LI.A. v 


"On the day of the election in February 1941, the officers of \ \ 
U.II.TT. sDoke to the niners in LHne B and told them to vote for \ i 

_ 4 ___ _ — - — “ ~ T ^ ^ . - II 

They said that they h d to vote for U.H. or Jline B would not open up. j j 

They a Iso said that Elshoff would not recognize P.II.A. The statements by / j 
these- men scared many of the niners who then votod for U.U.Y.". i ! 


pages has been read to ne by 

is true to the best of ny knowle 



'“ur other typewritten 

and I state that 



Springfield, 111.* 
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V iXT H interviewed no ar 

3, by Special Agents 
which timo he executed 

a signed statement. 

English fairly well.^l!^^^cmploye^^^PQ|P^^HH|PH|mHpV end quit 
the mines in 1939. He did not take ai^^tivepartii^jnion activities at 
any time and, therefore, Ms knowledge of facts pertinont to this Invostiga- 
tion is noager . It is beliovod ho will make only a fair witness due to his 
lack of portinent information. Ec has boon in ill hoalth for a number of 
years and has no known criminal record. 

Tho following is the signod statement obtained from 

MHHH ni. 

^ISeptorSor 1, 1943 

"I the following voluntary statement to 

land arc Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
rnv£Stigation^)»^thrcats or promises of any kind havo beon made to get me 
to make a statement and I know it may bo used in a court of law. 



was born cano 

and an & citiron of U^^^such citizensh^^^^Sj^^^erwlerivod through 
my pare nts, I began working in the mino at and joined LT.M.V..A, 
then I have novor held any office in any union. 

"About I began working at Mine "B" as an entry driver. 

In 1932 I changed from UT£? to PUCL. because the U. dues were too high. 

"As far as I know the miners find Elshoff got along Ok up until tho 
strike in 1937. Thorc wore no strikes or close-downs during this time. 


"I did not hoar of any labor spioe at Mine "B" prior to the strike. 

"As far as I could see there was no difference in the wage scale of 
the two unions beforo tho striko in 1937, I did not &iow of any spies working 
at Iline n B n and I did not know that some men wore expelled fro^PnnA. for 
being spios. I remember on tho day of the strike ny buddy |^^Pjm^isked 
me if Hale had seen me about joining U.M I said no and he told me that 

Bale had asked him why he didn't change over to U.M.YT. 

"I worked a full day at Kino *B" the day of the strike and did not 
sec any cars loaded short. I did not know of tho strike until I went to 
work the next day and some of tho men net me out in the road and told me 
that tho mine was on strike. 
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ip 1 ^ ^ 

don't recall signing any petitions in the sussaer of 19S7, 
saw in the paper that the mine was going to reopon but 
was working on my small farm and didn't go to work* Some- 
time in October 1937 the Onion came around and told us 
each man would have to spend s o much time picketing at the mine* 1 picketed 
for about a week or two cam home* 


l continue 


"I 

1 

I 


"I was not present when the injunction-' was served on the pickets* 

I hoard some way or saw in the paper that the mine would reopen just after 
the injunction but I did not go to the mine to work. 

"In December 1937 1 voted in the NLRB election and in my estimation 
it was just as fair an election as it could possibly be* 

"I quit paying dues to P.U.A. at the time of the strike and I did 
not join any union after that. I quit working in the mines and did not 
pay any attention to them after I voted in the election in 1937. 

I(signod) 


w. 


Witnessed: 



Special Ago nt, F.B.I. (signed) 
Sp. Agt. F.B.I., Sprfld, 111," 
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. IMTSRVTF;, ~mi UILLIAM V„ RYAN The following is a resume of the interview 

^ conducted with Mr. TJIUIA1' II. RIAN, 801 

South Douglas, Springfield, b y Special 

A,ent in Charge FR'D IIALLFORD and Special Agent ■^■[^■■Kon the A n 

« n A r* nc 7 ri t 

«J. VCI'XiUUIl WJ. **U£U£>i/ 

Mr. KZAN is 62 years of age, is retired from the coal business 
and presently resides at 8ul South ^outjlas, Springfield, Illinois. Previous 
to his retirement in the Fall of 1741, at which time he sold Springfield 
Mine "A” to CARL EISHOFF, subject in this case, he had operated this 
mine for approximately 19 years both under the United Mine Workers and the 
Progressive Mine Workers of America. 


"TVan + Kja Kwoal'' r*i' u3i Kotrrafivi i-ho TIti^ + nn 

• (ii&u U* WCliJV V WiL, wit*. WVt* iu>lib 


\tr\y*lr&y <= Anri »lnflf < it 


non known as the Progressive Mine *<orkers of America in 1932, Mine ’•A" 
and Mine "B" employees decided that they desired to be represented by the 
Progressive line "orkers of America. At that time Mine "A" was shut down 
and Mr. RYAN called a meeting of his employees and asked them what they de- 
sired and they stated they desired to obtain a contract under the Progressive 
Mine "orkers of America. Accordin ,ly, I!r. RYAN entered into a contract with 
this union and continued this relationship until the sale of the nine in 
the early Fall o f 1941. 


The matter of making a contract was handled through the Tl linqls_ 
Coal Producers Association. This association, according to Mr. RYA1J, was 
'completely dominated by four or five of the largest coal mines in the state 
and all agreements entered into which bound mines being operated by the 
Progressive Miners worked more or less to the particular benefit of these 
four or five mines. In order to belong to this association, it was neces- 
sary to pay a small tax upon each ton of coal mined amounting to approxi- 
mately one or two mills. Mr. RYAN stated that he felt personally the bene- 
fits derived from membership in the Coal Producers Association were not 
worth the expense and, subsequently, he dropped out although still making 
his contract with the Progressives in accordance with the former rules. 


Mr. RYAN had no definite information concerning the situation 
of Mine "B" and CARL ELSJiCFF but felt that ELSHQFF dropped out of the Coal 
Producers Association for possibly the sane reason as he did. 

At the height of its power, Mr. RYAN estimated that the Progres- 
sives had between 60j£ and 7552 of all miners in Illinois in their union. 

This union has stoadily declined due to the raiding of Progressive Mines 
by the United Mine 7,’orkers and by the United Mine workers' buying off the 
outstanding organisers for the Progressives. 

The nine workers in Mine "B" included some of the most radical 
olei.iont of the Progressives, several of whan were convicted in Federal 
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IHTEBVHT' 1.1TH '.7L IIAN M .RYAN Court of violence in connection with the 
(continued) ‘ nine bombing cases. Mr. RYAN informed that 

numerous difficulties arose at Mine tt B" 
bet^erothe Pit Committee and the Management and that there were, in fact, 

•work sto>pa^es~oI - Sh'OTt ‘duration lasting jjerhaps as long as too or three 
days. It also appeared that the Progressives at Mjjtp n;Rn were able to obtain 
concessi >ns which were outside the scope of the contract which the Progres- 
sives had v.ixh that mine. In spite of these difficulties, Mr, KYAT was of 
the firm opinion that the men at both Mine and Mine "A" were content 
to be members of the progressive union and so indicated’ their desires in 
the elction held in 19.17, at which there was an overwhelming majority of 
votes for the progressives as the bargaining a ,ent for them at Mine *B B * 


During the tine that Hr. RYPJ operated Mine "A” he was not aware 
o: any raiding tactics c: agitation of the Jnited organizers at his mine. 
Previous to the strike in Hay of 1937 Mr. RIAN advised that ELSHOFF had com- 
plained to him on various occasions concerning his difficulties with the 
Progressive Miners and indicated some inclinations toward the United Mine 
..’orkers. Mr. RYAN attributed seme of the difficulties arising at Mine ff B ff 
to the overbearing tactics of the Mine Superintendent, OSCAR FALCETTI. 

These officials were reluct nt to deal with the officials of the Progressive 
Mine ..’orkers and he knew of actual occasions when ELSHOFF had either ordered [ [ 
or run DA!!, McGill , Progressive: Mine official, off the Mine I, B W property. 

This activity, it should be noted, was carried on prior to the strike in 
May, 1937. Mr. RYAN's comments upon whether or not any other natters, such 
as wages, entered into the difficulties actually precipitating the strike 
on May 12, 1937, were that ELSHOFF had stood just all he could from, the 
Progressives and closed the mine rather than deal with them further. How 
ever, * r. RY*?J is positive that ELSHOFF would never have closed this mine 
for anything more than on a temporary basis, unless he had roceived defini 
assurance that his expenses for the upkeep of the mine would be insured. 


w 





Mr. RYAN estimated that it would cost ELSHOFF betneen _.$5000 and 
ftAnpft a month to keep his mine in shape during the time it was shux down. 
He was awar^ that ELSHOFF had to pay a j rp -"' -tho min e 

owner, a lir^^CuTT ZES of Peoria, Illinois, who is also the lessor for Mine 
"B". Insofar as he kne , 'JLSHOFF kept the mine in good shape and when it 
opened in November of 1939, it would have required only two weeks' work 
cleaning up to put it in full operation. A his would have necessitated an 
initial outlay of from $10,000 to $12,000. In accordance with tho usual 
custom of wage payments, ELSHOFF would not have had to pay his miners any 
wages until thirty days after operations were started, at which time he 
should have been mining enough coal to meet his payroll and maintenance 
expenses. 
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RE! JOHN L. LET. *15, ET A L 


IIJTERVTE." T.1TH *7ILLlA‘ . K. RYAN 


ELSHOFF s 


The following facts were related by Ur. 
RYAN relative to the sale of Mine "B" to 


l 


He and ELSHOFF had been trying to got together with the nine 
owner in Peoria relative to ttu. purchase of a snail railroad wiiich would 
facilitate toe novome-t of coal iron both nines and result in a consider- 
able reduction of operation and transportation expense. ELSHOFF proved to 
be the stumbling block in theso negotiations in his final refusal to partici- 
pate and at that time, which was in the latter part of April, 1941, Hr. 

RYaI? made the idle remark to ELSHOFF that he was going to get out of the 
mine business and was ready to sell, his mine. ELSHOFF promptly asked him 
how much he would take for his property, KYAil was surprised and stated he 
would have to consult with tho accountants and make an inventory of the 
properties before he could make an estim-^tt., out staled it would be around 
$60,000. ELSHOFF informed that he thought perhaps his ; :eople might be inter- 
ested in making a purchase at that price. F.Lldi thought ELSHOFF was joking 
and gave the matter no Further attention until he received a telephone call 


n uu .-junurf nou oumt; n i 


i w *! C *\ 4. «n v* 4 n i» fi i« + a Vi »-o ’ Wn 

U'LU.i x i i. r. uui uo y u HUn hiuyu 


& 7 


jr. HAVFI’s under^t -^ ^ n , ; th-it VT.qwnnr pa « 
with ?." .SD:JiL'a SflU. to s ident of D i stric t 12J 
United Mine 'Fork era, and anothr person by toe name After a 

7 O complete inventor;/ of his properties , RiVOi informed ELSHQF^xhatoff was 


would sell the mine for. It r.i: 
fishing in. Wisconsin at, toal Hat 


valued at $75,000 and that was the price that he would accept for his lease. 
ELSHOFF stated that he did not feel his people would pay that much. , 


Two more contacts were nade by ELSHOFF with HYMF on this matter. 


V% A i 1 \ Vi 1 r, . t,. . 

iJPl. 11, j UJ 


"1 . 
. . J-V?pl ion’. 


frQ-.l S0EK5 SSXla . ^ITu fif 


? ¥ -i 1 1 m , to ,r\ 


„ . 4 en awcti Vh 

m i ly x v 


ELSHOFF was purportedly toking an alcoholic cure. 


In view of the fact that his lease was expiring within a few 
months. Lb*. REA' decided that if he was propositioned again by ELSHOFF he would 
make the sale, but only on the condition that ELSHOFF would make a down-payment 
of $10,000 to show his g ood faith and a.tre e to certain other stipulations. 

Jlrl RYii lefiTthese "instructions with hiisSup rintendent, D. G^CB^T, at 
Mine M A n and went on a vaction trip to Seattle, Washington. He had hardly 
arrived at Jashin^ton* vhon he received a cell fro© Ur- BEST that 

}!r<^OURLEY and 0SC..R FAL-CETTI had come to his office and wanted to complete 
toe ''sale of Mine "a". Mr. RIAN instructed BEST to confer with F.J.CETTI and 
} URLEY to see if they were in accord with lhr. RYAN's stipulations on too 
sale. He subsequentl received a call from BEST stating that a counter- 
offer had been made giving the detoils, and that GOURLEY and FALCETTI felt 
that $ 5,000 was all that they cjuld place on deposit. Ur. RYA T countered 
with the proposition, accepting the $5,uOO retainer and outlining the pro- 
visions under which he was willing to sell. GOURIEY and F.-LCETTI who were on 
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INTERVIE ■ ;.lTi: .1111^ K. RYA N 
(continued) 


the telphone at that tine stated they wouLd . 
confer with their attorney, Ur. BURKE, to 


•; f all -ms 

0W »* «L "B 


ImnAAnVll Ck 

vwuua>v« 


Ur. RYAN was subsequently notified that the terms were agreeable 
and that everything would be drawn up to complete the transaction upon his 
return to Springfield. 

liTj RYAN returned to Springfield and found that he was dealing j| 
with GOURLE Y>SCRKE and F^kLCEHT, instead, of ELSHQFT. The principal actor, 
appeared to be- BURKE, who gave RYi.’I his personal check for $5,000 as a re- 

4- g nna. DV .»” + Uj-iin nrl/i^J 1*i1wh f*T C? T ? 4 *»> PTYM 1 ftVl S ** + Vk i-S rtV»l (“rt T\ ** Wl Q rfrt+ 4 

UUllICi • XU^L.4 CLOIk^U IflBJl JgiJjfcJi 1WJ - X' j XilUiNUUUil Wit WA xJX/JCX 

ations were started by him, and he was informed that he was in Wisconsin 
taking a cure. This information ./as given to RYAT by FALCET7I. RYAN then 
asked who the principals •.■ere who ELSHQFF represented and both G0UR1EY and 
F.XCETTI assured him that they had the pov/or to act and that Ur. BURKS, re- 
presenting these principals, could handle the entire details. The trans^ 
action was completed and again a personal check of &55,OQQ.was deposited .by 
Mr. BURKE at the First National Bank. All parties went to the bank and Mr# 
RYiJJ received the $55,000 in cash. 

Hr. RYiili’ was fairly certain that all the employees of his mine 
were well satisfied with the representation they were obtaining from the 
Progressives, with one or two possible exceptions. He recalled that one 
of his engineers complained on one occasion of the excessive deductions 
for the irogressives, indicating that it was round $23,00 or $24.00. Accord- 
ing to Ur. RYAK, these deductions were excessively heavy at that -period, 
inasmuch as the,, wore made to defer expenses of the trial oi members of the 
Progressives indicted in the mine bombing cases. Mr. RYAN was not familiar 
with the circumsi^actis under which iliaG "i* CT bccuiAQ or^Lniaed by th6 Unltod 
Mine ‘*orkers. He stated there was an air shaft located on the line between 
the two properties of Mine M ik M and Mine W B W . However, he was not aware 
that this shaft had connected the two mines, although the workings of 
Mine tt B TI were only a short distance from this shaft. As a business man he 
felt it would have been impractical for E1SHGFF to take out the coal in 
Mine "A” through Mine "B" with United employe ;s if the shaft constructed for 
Mine n B H could handle only a certain amount of coal and such a course 
necessitated the closing down of Mine "B’’ in order to operate Mine *k n . He 
i/as not aware as to whether any threats had been made to Iiine “A" in such a 
fashion as to induce Mine n ± H employees to become members of the United 
Mine workers union. 


Shortly after Iiine "B" closed doim in 1937, RYAN entered into an 
agreement with the r anther Creek Hines for the .purchase of coalywhich was 
to be sold on a brokerage basis. RYAN stated that ELSHQFT had approached 
him on this matter at first but that he would not deal with ELSHGTF because 
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INTERVIE: ITETH Till; LJ! M. R YAN 
(continued) — — — 


he, RYAN,' had no faith«in E1SHGFF’ a . 

word or, particul.jdy, his financial 
ability to meet his obligations, later on 


it was LI*. RYrtN’ s understanding that ELSHQFF o btai ned a much be ttor deal from I j 


the Eeabady Coc-jany, who have always operat ed their iiines with the ffnlted 
liine "orkers. It was his understanding that EL3H0TF obtained a commission ^A c . 
M 50{S Taiich Mould have been highly profitable inasmuch as the usual com- / 
mission is not more than 12$ or 15 $ a ton. 

Mr. BIAS al&Q knov: that ELSHQFF that .time had attempt ed to 

purchase pan ther Q peck_ liine fr om its owner, GCORG ^SOL O! .O' t . E15H0FT also v " 

spoke to 14r. RYAG about the possible purchase of another tine located in 
Southern Illinois in dond. County, which was organized by the Progressives. 

Hr,' RYAY advised that ELiKOFF attempted to pu-cha^e another Progressive nine 
located in Fulton u ounty. He said that these negotiations were probably 
carried on with a person by the name of BO^ROIIK of Pulton County. 

m, . y* ^ t ... . ; J J. ' ~ ~ TT+ ?TC PTMItUTTiG^I 

me inioroaxxon concerning tuu cu-xu^tsu jueuuii*^ uj. ij&uj, uaju **, 

'UUJVAN and ELSHOFF imme diately prior to the closlnij of Mine "B" was n ot en- 
larged upon by Mr. RYuN, 


kr]£> 


''urinor information should be obtained concerning 
dential source as to its reliability. 


ls confi- 


Ferhaps the most pertinent thing discussed with I Sr. KXAN was his 
conversation with J^rly .la .191? Cgncenu n A -c o llabora t io n .with . 


the 'United Urne~^orkers in their organizati jnal efforts in Kino t la t1 . Mr. 
RY^j; stated that EDIRJNDGON called him do^i to Ms office in the United Mine 
Workers ^Siildinj and after discussing general matters finally came to the 
point of the interview, asking lir. HYAU Wiat he thought of the United Mine 
\orkers. Mr. RYAN's answer was more of less non-conmittal as he stated he 
had nothing against the United Mine barkers, and than EDIUUDSOF countered 
with the proposition that he, RY.JJ, rfvter into som e sort of an agreeme nt or 
deal wiuTH>:![JIID"OIJ in drder could get the Progressives out of 

Mine "A**. RYAH then told ED'TJMDGOII fthat he could not do such a thing that 
he wanted to "go to bad at ni£ Tit wilh a clear conscience". EDJ3JIIDS0N then 




at ni*Trt 

asked what HYiGJ th ught that GSOR C 


jIIVAN at Panther Creek or another 


operator at some other Progressive 'wine would do along those lines. RYAN 
told EDMUilDSON that he would have to see GEORGE SULLIVAN to find cut about 


that, that he was running Mine B A" and that 
enter into any such proposition. 


he could not and would not 


From Mr. RY.-sN's conversation with EDTJUNDSON. RYA1I received the 
definite impression that if he we e out any expense during the organizational/ 
effort of the United Mine Workers, ED2!U1©30N would take care of him, Iir. i( 
RYAN stated that he told EDMUNDSON that he wouldn’t have anything to do with 


f 
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IIJTERVUr. V.'ITII bTLLIAM M. RYAN such a proposition, that even if he went 
(continued) .. through "with it, after United had organised 

Mine "A" they would simply turn on him then. 
This terminated the interview and he was never approached again by EDIiUNDSOh. 

In commenting on the current situation at Mine _UA n and Mine "B" 

Mr. RY..II felt that a number of employees were entirely dissatisfied with the 
situation as far as the United Mine Workers were concerned and, particularly, 
with ELSKOFF for whom they had very little use. In fact, he knew of same 
of the miners who would not even speak to ELSKOFF. Again, he attributed 
most of the difficulties at Mine "B* to the overbearing and non-concilia tory 
attitude of F.XCETTI. 

Inasmuch as j * will n . necessary to interview Hr. RYAN from time 
to time in the cause cf this investigation, no si^ied statement was taken 
from him in connection with the preliminary interview. 
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RE; JOHN L* LPtlS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH Mr, ROBERT C* SOLOMON who resides at 810 South Glenwood 

ROBERT C , SOLCMU Avenue, Springfield, Illinois, is presently the freaideirt 

of Panther Creek Coal .^Qgftpany whicn is located in Bpring- 
field, also. Mr. SOLOMON "ma intains an _offi cc In the Jfcdgely j*uil di^jmd was 
Jr'p cy interviewed by Special Agent to approach which was 

made to him or to officials o^h^^Spany by RAY EDMUND SON in 1337 relative 
to closing down the Panther^ Creek Mines in order that they might be organised 
by the United Mine Workers of America. He was also interviewed for any de- 
tails concerning recent attempts by subject CARL H* ELSHOFF to purchase the 
Panther Creek Mines. 


Mr. SOLOMON, who was vary cooperative, advised that he had heard 

that his brother, GEORGE SQLQ MON , who is now deadj was approached fey 

MUNDSON several years * 7 .c, and at that tim ET_MU1'I>S0K attempted to persuade 


4.* ^ ~ 4-u« T>, 
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mines could be undertaken by the United Mine Workers of America, The Panther 
Creek Mines according to Mr. SOLOMC1J have been organised by the Progress!! 
Mine Workers of^Ameji^a since the inception of this union in 1932* — 


Mr. S0L0L1CK informed that the first negotiations relative to. tjie 
possible purchase of the Panther Creek Mines were made by Mr. HARRY GjrM-LEN- 
a representative of the Baltimore & Chio Railroad Co. who resides in Chicago, 
Illinois. Mr. ALLEN first approached Mr. SOLOfcKU regarding this matter in 
the summer of 1941* According to Mr* S0L0MCN, ALLEN w&a responsible for bring- 
ing ELSHOFF into the picture. ELSHOFF had several telephonic conversations 
with Mr. SOLOMON during a period of several months relative to the proposal^ 
to purchase the mine. In the initial stages they were particularly interested 
in the Auburn Mine which, although shut down, was potentially a very produc- 
tive mine. M 


During these negotiationg^Jif • S0LGM£H stated that he was repre- 
sented by two attorneys, Mr. L. jJ^zrEFFEKLE and Mr. JOHN Wyr BARBER, who have 
offices in the Reisch Building, Mr. SOLOMON stated that he' finally insisted 
that if ELSHOFF were actually interested in the purchase of his mines that 

they have a conference. This conference whs held on June 11., 1942^ in the 

offices of the Panther Creek Company at which time Mr. 80LGMOJ was present 
with his two attorneys, and ELSHOFF alone. There they came to a more or less 
definite agreement as to what the proposition would be and letters were ex- 
changed regarding the same, the originals of which were obtained from Mr. 


At that time Mr. SOLOMON stated that he desired to know just what 
the financial ability of ELSHOFF was to enter into such a contract which 
would involve at least $400,000.00. Mr. SOLOMON stated that he asked Mr. 
ELSHOFF where he would obtain the money and ELSHOFF told him, "You ought to 
know". Mr. SOLOMON informed that it was common knowledge around Springfield 
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RE: JOHN L. LOTS, ST AL 

l 


INTERVIEW 'JITH among coal operator* and those interest in coal mining « 

ROBERT C. SGLCMCB that ELS HO FT had obtained money for the and jj 

(continued^ Mine "A* ventures from the United Mine* •Workers of Aaerbl 

ica and JOHN L. LEWIS. In fact. Mine *B* is commonly jj 
referred to as JOHN L. LEVIS' mine. Bcwever, at this meeting or at no othev I 
time did ELSHOFF indicate that he actually did obtain the money from the United 
Mine Workers. Mr. SOLOMON had been advised, however, from sources whose re- 
liability could not be ascertained, t hat_ JL SiETT^dur ing t he time of these 
negotia tions h ~r 1 gnnr to W or th ington , P i P i with -*** — tT.l.FK ggnf er witH~JOhN 

L. LEVIS and arrange for financ ing- 

• 

It was Mr. SOLCJMON's belief that his attorney, FEFFERLE, took more 
than a casual interest in what wr.s going on with reference to the possible 
sale of the Panthej* Creek Mi ne^s. to ELSHOFF, and possibly acted as a go between. 
FEFFERLE on one i~or two occasions said that he was convinced that ELSHOFF could 
obtain the money and would live up to his contract. Mr. SOLOMON knew that 
ELSHDFF would have, therefore, financial backing because before entering into 
any negotiations at all with ELSHOFF he had made an appropriate inquiry into 
ELSHOFF's financial responsibility, and knew that he personally did not hate 1 
the money to purchase the Panther Creek Mines. 

Mr. SOLOMON stated that after ELSHOFF ' s mine closed in May of 1937 
he purchased coal from the Panther Creek Company in order to satisfy his 
customers. This coal was purchased outright and sold by ELSHOFF. During the i 
course of these transactions ELSHOFF became deeply indebted to the Panther 
Creek Company, and Mr. SOLOMON advised that eventually he had to settle for 
♦4,000.00 or $5,000.00 less than the contract price in order to get his money 
out of ELSHOFF. After that he did not deal any further with ELSHOFF because 
of his unreliability. 


It was after this that ELSHOFF began dealing with the Peabody Coal 
Company, and it~wa4,3Sr. SOLOMON '5 und er standing that arrangements we re ma de 
through Mr ^ GBpRGSfog TO ^£t "C hicago^— HErtneiar — Be undor s Cuud thr gTSLSHOFF 
acted only as a broker going out selling the coal , and that all de&lw*. 
invoices, etc., were made out by 'the Peabody Company* giving ELSHOFF only a 
conmission on what he sold. Mr. SOLOMON understood that this was a 165* com- 
mission on all sales; however, he could not be certain, and was of the opinion H ■*-* 
that if an inquiry were direated to Air*. REEL he would. £nsw§r Jwne s tly o oncom- 
ing these details. Mr, SGLCSJDN had also heard that during the period in whioh 
Mlna «B" was shut down _JDBN.La^ E- 1IS became more or less disgusted w ith ELSHOFF 
and at one~~time thro ugh Mr. REEL attempted to persuade the Peabody Coal - 'Uampony 
to take the mine off his hands. - — — — — ga e .- v— . 


Special Agent was at the time of this interview in 

Chicago, Illinois, making inquiry into certain matters pertaining to thii case, 
was telephonically contacted and furnished with p ertinent I nformation concern- 
ing REED and A.LEN as obtained from Mr. SOLOMON. conducted appropriate 
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INTERVIEW WITH 
ROBERT C. BOLOMQ J 
"(continued) 


inquiry which appears also in this 



not to be inters 
INDMARSH, Repre- 
iLQH.CN inasmuch as 


Inasmuch as the attorney, PEEK ERLS , 
viewed until after an interview wil 
sentative of CIO, no signed statement was taken from Hr. 
the detail"* c.f this picture are not complete as yet^Iiowever , the following 
letters we.*e voluntarily furnished to Special •A-gen'tflfl^mby Mr. SOL&KN . 
which pertain to the attempted negotiations by EL SITOFf^opur chase the mine. 1 1 
It is noted in ELSHOFF’s letters that he continually refers to "we". It is // 
difficult to ascertain whether by this expression ELSHOFF was refering only 
to himself in a collective sense or whether it also included other individuals. 
These letters are set ferth as follows: 


'June 11, 1942 


"Hr. Carl H, Elshoff 
"Springfield, Illinois 

"Dear Hr. Elshoff: 

"IhLd is to confirm our discussion this morning, wherein it was in- 
dicated th^tjf'rc.nther Creek Mines, Inc, is willing to lease to you all of its 
coal mining properties, with the option to purchase or to renew, all on the 
following basiB. 

"Term of Lease: 10 years. 

"Rent: Royalty basis of 10 cents per ton on production; minimum 

royalty of $90,000 per year. 

"Taxes, Insurance and Repairs: 

To be paid and carried by Lessee. 

"Additional Coal Rights: Lessor to purchase and provide all ad- 

ditional coal rights which Lessee may require for the con- 
tinued operation and development of the mining properties; 
or, on failure so to do. Lessee to have privilege of ac« 
quiring, at Lessee’s expense, such additional coal rights 
with a credit of five cents pertton on coal produced there- 
from. 

"Personal Property: Lessor will sell to Lessee, at invoice prioe 

or other fair present value, all explosives, supplies, 
mined coal, unused ttimber, mules, unused repair parts 
and replacements, and unused tangible personal property 
used or for use in the operation of the mines. 
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INTERVIEW WITH 
ROBERT C. SOLCWQN 
(oorrtinuea) ■ 


* Guaranty* Lessee to deposit in Springfield Marine Bank 

5400(000 to be held in eccr.m and invested in Lessor’s 
collateral note for that amount, payable to lessee in 
installments of $40,000 per year* with Z% interest* by 
credit on royalties. The $400 ,000 to be actually used 
in taking up all indebtedness of Lessor and its Presi- 
dent to said Bank including approximately $250,000 in 

Va-J r _ *!■! a-, e avi -+-V, a a ac 1 nil n 4 M AC t.oisni* i 

yuiit.D *- ixcao uu uiu yuu l ^ j.^u «-< -*■ w* , 

said bands to be n't cancelled but held as collateral 
secure ,y for the payment of said collateral note* 


"Retail Office* Lessee to take over Lessor’s city retail 

office rent and other incidental expenses, from the 
tine cf transfer of possession of mines. 

"Optionst At the expiration of the ten year lease. Lessee to 

hava alternate options: 

"(A) To purchase the leased properties for $400,000, 
plus amounts hereafter paid by Lessor for addi* 
tiornl coal rights, with 5> interest thereonj 
or, 

"(B) To renew the lease for another ten years on same 
terms, with further option to purchase the leased 
properties at the end of extended period for 
|l00,C00, plus amounts hereafter paid by Lessor 
for additional coal rights* with 3 > interest thereon* 

"This of course is only for prompt acceptance as to major terms, 
with the understanding that -necessary details be worked out later." 


Yours truly. 
President" 


"July 6fchy>l942 

"Mr. fiobert C. Sol croon, PreB.* 

"Panther Creek Mines* Inc.* 

^Springfield* Illinois 


"Dear Mr. Solomon * 


RE : JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH 
ROBERT C. SOLC MON, 
t continued ) 


"Referring "bo your proposition of June llth, 1942 in whioh you 
outline a plan for the sale of your mining properties. 

"The arrangement suggested is not satisfactory, and we decline 
to accept it in its form. 1 am still interested in buying these mines and 
am willing to meet with you and with your consent submit to you a proposi- 
tion in different form and possibly at a lesser value. 

"First, we hope in a discussion of the matter to establish a 
fair value of the properties and then to arrive at a satisfactory method 
of payment of than. I night say now there is no objection to advancing 
the #400,000.00 as outlined. 

"Awaiting ycur reply indicating that you are interested in re- 
ceiving such a proposition, I am, 

" Ynnr* wrv trulv. 

^ _ ' ,VS J * ' 

/s/ CARL H. ELSHCFF" 


""Springfield, Illinois 
"October 50th, 1942 

Robsrt C* Sol orr. on ^ 

"Panther Creek Mines, 

"Springfield, Illinois 

"Dear Sir:— 

"It is with great difficulty that we approach the subject of a 
fair value on your mining property known as Mine yl-Auburn, Illinois. This 
mine has been in a State of Abondonment since April 1927. The condition 
of the equipment below is very” uncertain as well as the natural conditions. 
Subject to a complete inspection, we submit the following proposition. 

"We are willing to purchase this property under the following 
terms and conditions; to mine and pay for at the rate of ten cents per ton 
a total of not less than 2,000,000 tons or #200,000.00 within four years 
begining with January 1st, 1945. The Royalty payments shall accrue in 
equ«l monthly payments tlJ"OUghout the four year term* 
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INTERVIEW WITH 
ROBERT C. SOLOMON 

(continued) * 

"At the end of the four year tern, the Lessee shall have tiie 
option tc purchase all of the property bo leased for a sum of $50,000.00, 
at which time a good and sufficient title shall be given. 

"In submitting this, wo realise that many details will have to 
be worked out. 


"I’ruly yours, 

/e/ CARL B. ELSHDF'P" 


Mr. S0LCLI3R stated that these efforts to negotiate the sale simply 
fitzled out in the fall of 194.2, for what reason he was not able to determine. 
A signed statement will be taken relative to all of these matters as soon 
as Mr. PEFFERLE and Mr. BARBER are interviewed. Mr. SOLOMON advised that 
his books relative to the sale of coal to ELSHOFF would also be available 
for review. In the event this is deemed advisable it is anticipat ed t hat 
this phase of the investigation will be conducted by Special Agent 
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Re: J03J L. LELTS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW 1/ITH Special Agentjj^mmon September' 1, 1943 

interviewed Hr. GEUPJjt^EED^Vice President, Peabody 
Chicago, Illinois. Coal Company, Room 2020 , 231 South LaSalle Street, 


Chicago, Illinois, telephone numer Andover 2345. I3r. PEED has some faint 
recollection that on two or three occasions KhY EDiHUlJSCIJ mentioned to him 


/ TTTVri^Tk-ir^T \ 
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a Progr essive Line Worker s of America mine, during the strike period at. 
Lh-.ie "B" . *jr. REED was uiable to recall the exact tine or instances 
when these remarks were made by EDMUIOSCt! . He pointed out that since his 
company has dealt over a long period 'of years with the United Line Workers 
of .-»merica, which is now healed by P/VT EDIT' ‘“IDCMI , he secs ED!K‘:ISCK 
frequently and does considerable business with him. Concerning the price 
for which brokerage coal was sold tc ELSHOtV, REET stated as follows: 


He said that EjjSHOFF approached ham for the purchase of coal from 
the Peabody Coal Company and tnr.t since ELSHOFF was a neighboring coal 
mine operator in the vicinity of Springfield and since it is the custom 
of one coal mine to help out another during a strike shutdown or mine 
disaster, he agreed with ELSHOFF that he would sell him some coal. How- 
ever he did not agree to sell him all the coal that ELSHOFF wanted. 

Mr. REED further stated that since he was doubtful of ELSHOFF *s financial 
status and ability to pay, that he wrote up a letter which was in the nature 
of an agreement or contract, addressed to ELSHOFF, stating the terms upon 
which coal would be sold. He could not recall the exact terms of the 
letter or the prices stated. He said that he did not know what price 
LLSHOFF had purchased broxerage coal for from the Panther Creek Mines* 

He also stated that he was positive that he would not allow ELSHOFF 
any such exorbitant figure as 50tf a ton for coal. He said that during 
part of the time when ELS HOFF was purchasing brokerage coal that his company 
became very doubtful of ELSHOFF *s financial status and ability to pay; that 
at this time when orders for coal were received from ELSHOFF, the Peabody 
Coal Company actually loaded the cars, directed them to the purchaser, 
collected the purchase price from the purchaser, and then returned to 
LLSHOFF has commission. 


Mr. REED further advised that when he first talked with ELSHOFF 
concerning the purchase of brokerage coal, that he told him that in view 
of his financial status LLSH0F7 night have to pay cash in advance for any 
coal purchased from Peabocfy. 


Mr. REED also stated that he has often wondered how ELSHOFF was 
able to pay the royalties due on Mine *B" while it was shut down, but 
ncrc astoxnding than that, he has often wondered how ELSHOFF was able to 
entertain as lavishly and in as much extravagance as ho did. He said 
that ELSHOFF never rented a room in a hotel, but always rented a suite ^ 
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Re: JQW L. LE./IS, ET nL. 


3K TER VIG/ WITH 
GEORGE REED, 

Chicago, Illinois. He stated that this was well known to coal nine • 
(fjontinued) operators generally. 

]!r. REED advised that ho could vaguely recall some conversation 
either with J Q3i L LEaCS or witii fi,.V -EDHirnSG U about ffe a body Coal Company 
t^iniT^ve^l i iic- *3?. but that be rannnt . r,g flf ^l dibe in t nis~ 

matter. He saicT^tKat his answer at that time would have been that the 
Peabody Coal Company did not want an y more mines as they already had at that 
time more .mires than they wanted. He stated EL£HO?F was unable to furnish 
"any information concerning the 'association of JOifi L. LEiiTS, C 4 JIL EI*5H0FF 
and R.vY ED’. -.1*11 D3C1J , other than that people in the coal business took it for 
granted that C.HL ELSHOFF and JOHI L. LSmIS are good friends. He advised 
that he had never seen these two together, 

Hr. REED further stated that he will cause a search to be made of 
the records of his company, presently located in a district warehouse, to 
determine whether or not a copy of the letter which he wrote to ELSHOFF and 

which contains their agreement for the sale of coal is still in existence. 

He said he will also have a search made for the lodger records or any other 
records showing the amount of tonnage, sale price and commission or any 
other figures which may be available in connection with the ELSHOFF account. 

Hr. REED advised that the situation between the employers and the 
employees is and has been tense for some time; that he is operating without 

any contract at this time with the Iftiitc-d !£u:e Vorkers; that Ms company 

has always been a United Mine Workers Company, because of which fact he, 
of necessity, deals with R.VY SDiMIDSOtl and JOH» T L. LEwIS, since his company 
is the biggest producer of coal in the State of Illinois. Hr. REED stated 
that because of this fact he does not want to do anything which would jeopar- 
dize his position with the Uhited Eino Lorkcrs or which would result in 
his failure to secure a contract by the end of October 1943* jfe 
out that the present investigation has made matters somewhat more tense 
in_^nnecti on with the emolover-enolovoe relationship. Therefore he has 
not decided whether or not he will furnish whatever information his files 
disclose, of his own accord, to an investigator. He stated that he would 
gladly furnish information to the Federal Bureau of Investigation if it 
wore not for the circumstances set out above and that he would be glad to 
at least advise as to the nature of the information in Ms files. How- m 
ever, because of his relationsMp with the United Mine workers, he said jj 
he much preferred that he be forced by subpoena to produce records ratheril 
than to furnish them volvntarily. *( 
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Be: JOHN L. LEXIS, ET AL. 
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LEONARD 


AJORK 


P A.'* QPV w ft s i n t e rvie wB d OS August S O - 1 943 . 
by Special Agents andl 


rpoKinn r 



C p. 

-y BOJARK is presently Personnel Manager of the Vis kin g 

Corp oration^ 6733 "Rest 65th Street, Chicago. J Tjinols- His residence 
adHress is 5531 North Monitor Street, Chicago, Illinois M * x>1TrtD¥ ’ 


Mr. BXLCBK hr. 


/ 


cpne Regional Director of NLRB at umcago. Illinois on nay o a i»of. mo 
Springfield area Arid Elns "B* was included in his jurisdiction. Ctoe LIE 
BEAMAN was the Regional~""Direetor at Chicago preceding BAJQRK. 


It should be stated at the outset that Mr. BjJiUK could recall 
little of the details concerning the events in connection with thiB case 
his own accord and without refreshing his recollection. At this time it 
appears that to could only testify to matters which were made a matter of 
official record in the NLRB files. Mr. BAJQRK does not recall any inquiry 


I 


Trr mim-ir"' 


i ram Uaiil LLonur r uxi uT nb Out iaay 1 2 # 1337 1 CGIiCSi -uing wriiG'tiiGr or not vi wo 
dismissal or the refusal to dismiss the twelve miners expelled from FMW of 
A on May 11, 1937, was an unfair labor practice. As far aa Mr. R aj nPK » p 
recollection is concerned he does not believe that Mr. ELSHOFF ever made any 
Buch inquiry* " - ” “ — " — 

Mr. BAJCRK recalls little more of his meeting with J OE OZANIC than 
recorded on the photostatic copy of documents pertaining to this file. He 
stated that probably, as OZANIC previously advised this office, that RAT 


mummsm 
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in to attempt to find out what OZANIC had previously said. He stated that 
in an attempt to solve the problem he called both OZANIC and EDMUNDSON into 
his office for a conference. He did not recall tto dates of this conference, 
but stated that the informal file of the NLRB in Chicago should contain 
either a typewritten memo or a handwritten memo concerning these meetings. 
BAJCRK believes that OZANIC presented a petition to him containing a consider- 
able number of signatures. He stated that if such was the case to would 
have told OZANIC that that petition alone was not enough to sustain charges 
against the UMW of A, hut that formal charges would have to be filed, that 
Board could not accept any such petition as evidence without their own 
investigation. 


’I 


Be did not recall definitely whether or not EDMUNDSON or WALTER 
J. JAMES ever showed him any petition or other form of group signatures such 
as application cards or membership cards. As to the date of this meeting, 

B AJORK was unable to make any definite statement. He cannot say definitely 
whether it was on September 8, or not. 


BAJCRK stated it was his impression at the time and still is tod; 
that ELSHOFF did not want to do business with the PVJf of A but rather wanted 
to do business with the UMW of A. He believes that ELSHOFF feared seme 
members of the IV7} Union who had been connected with bombing and terroristic 
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Ret JOJBJ L* LJEK1S. ET AL 


INTERVIEW TtilTH tactics. BAJQRK stated that he had gone to Spring- 

LEONARD C . BAJ QRK field, Illinois, probably sometime in and around 

(continued) September, 1937, but he could not be positive as to 

the date or as to whether it was before, after, or 
during the month of September. He stated that undoubtedly the records of 
Region 13, NLRB, would reflect this trip. 

Concerning the charges filed by FMVT against Mine B o n September 
7, 1937, EAJGRX stated that it was his recollection that these charges 
alone were not enough upon which to base a hearing on the question of an 
unfair labor practice as such. He did state, however, that when the 
question arose and a hearing was had on the matter of representation which 
was heard on October Zb, 1937, that then the board threw the doors open 
for charges of unfair labor practices dill the supervisors of the mine 
interfering with the activities of FlfV, and the supervisor's refusd. to dis- 
charge the twelve labor spies. 


The y/riter questioned Mr. BAJQRK as to whether or not CARL 
ELSHOFF, his supervisors, or Mine *B n might be guilty of an unfair labor 
practice in the event they had discharged the labor spies on May 12, 1937, 
as requested by FMW, or as to whether ELSHOFF might be guilty of an unfair 
labor practice if he did not discharge these men when requested. Mr. 
BAJCRK answered this question but stated that the answer would depend upon 
the complexion, membership, and policies of the NLRB in 'Washington, D. C. 
at 'the- time i 'that. members hip oil this board has changed f rom tile "to time 
and the policies on a question similar to instant one had changed depend- 
ing upon membership and policies of the Board. 


fl 

!! 


Mr* BAJCRK said that employers usually in situations where there 
was a dispute between Unions did not sign up with either Union and sub- 
mitted this matter to the NLRB for a consent election, & procedure for 
which the NLRB was particularly fit to handle, and as a matter of fact, one 
of the reasons for a NLRB* He pointed out, however, that this was not 


Mr* EaJQRK referred to photostatic copy of a memo to BENEDICT 
u6Lp dated October 8, 1937, wherein the file numbers XIII-R-125 and XIII- 
473 are carried on the memo. JUC stated that these file numbers 

reveal that there were at least two matters before the NLRB* Th& *C" 
file number stands for a "Charge” case. The "R" file refers to a 
"representation” case* He stated that it was his recollection that there 
were two "Charge" cases and one "Representation" case involved in the Mina 

"B" Tartar. 

Mr* BAJQRK stated that, of course, while he was very close with 
the Mine "B” situation that GSCtJ^^MITH, who is now Executive Secretary in 
Washington, D.C*, was at the time Yield Examiner and was the man closest 


i 
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Re: JOHN L. LEV* IS, ET AL. 


IKTEHVI2C I.ITH to the Mine matter. 

LEONA RD C, BAJQRK 

continued) Mr. BAJQRK stated that it vra.6 his impression that 

whatever RAY EEKUNDSQN said in connection with the 
Min ? matter, CARL ELSHOFF went along with, and conversely, whatever 
EU5H0FF paid in connection with the matter EEMUNDSGN went along with. 

Concerning the Deoember 15, 1937 election after which BMW 
claimed fraud in connection with the election, Mr* BAJQRK said that he 
was familiar with this claim on the part of IVff, and that he, as a matter 
of fact, at that time, caused an investigation to be made in connection 
with the election and found no fraud* 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated August 23, 1943, wherein 
the Criminal Division las advised that a memo written on October 8, 1937, 
by BAj ffiX stated that JOHNntfcHERTY was a member of the Steel Tiorker's 
Organisation Committee ana 'had suggested to BAJQRK that RAY EDMUNDSON of 
the OM77 of A was perhaps willing to reiterate hia previous offer to oper- 
ate Mine M B" provided the twelve suspended Progres sive Mine Worke rs were 
permitted to return to the mine. In connection . ith this matter, Mr. 

BAJQRK advised that Mr. DOHERTY then represented the Amalgamated Iron and 
Steel T.orkers Organising Committeo as Regional Director. This is a CIO 
affiliate organisation. Mr. BAJQRK pointed out that at that time the JMW 
also was a CIO affiliate, and that probably DOHERTY'S sole connection with 
that matter i^as the fact that he acted as an intermediary in order to get 
EHIUNDSON and BAJQRK together. 

He stated if his recollection was correct negotiations with the 
Mine "B" case had been at a stand still for some time and that probably 
this move on the part of EEMUND30H using DOHERTY to bring the two men 
together, was for the sole purpose of ascertaining what the status of 
the Mine "B". case was with the NLRB at the time . 


Concerning the name of "BERTHA 11 , who supervised the election of 
December 15, 1937, Mr. EAJORK stated that JOHnJcErTHA was then Fiold 
Examiner for the NLRB. He said that at the present time, or at least the 
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iac»b lajia; aiicw ua iuo miui , dla aoa was wonting eitner 

Pekin or Peoria, Illinois, with tho Keystone liire Company or one of their 
subsidiaries, and lived in a small town between Pekin and Peoria* 


Mr* BAJQRK was asked as to whether there would be any question 
as to whether members of the FlfTi Union would lose their status as miners 
for Mine *B tt after the strike had progressed for some time, and after the 
extension of the F4H7 contract had expired, and subsequent to or prior to 
ELSHOFF* s signing of an agreement with ULfff. Mr* EAJjORK stated there was 
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lie i JOHN L. LEuilS, ET 1 L 


interview with 

L EGHARI) C. BAJORK 
(continued) 


In view of the fact that Mr. BAJORK at ate d that he 
could recall little , and from his actions it was 
apparent that he was stating the truth, without the 


assistance of material In the 13th Region files of 
ML Rtf* H L . FRANK KLEITER, Acting Regional Director, Region 13, HLHB, was 
contacted Mr. KLEITER advised that all files pertaining to the Mine "B* 
matter, including the informal file which would contain notes and memos 
of the meetings with Mr. BAJ.CRX or other officials of the NLRB and the ' 
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one month ago and hence was not available. 


Mr. EAJJ3RK volunteered the information that after his resigna- 
tion from NLRB, which was given as a result of his disagreement with cer- 
tain policies and activities of the National Board in iiashington, he served 
as a labor consultant in and around Chicago, Illinois, until he accepted 
his present position as Personnel Manager. 
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accordance with the "unwritten code of all government men" had religiously 
refrained from discussing or taking any part, or entering into any prob- 
lems surrounding the Mine "B" matter. Be stated as a matter of fact, RjUT 
EDUUNDSON hod contacted him after his resignation from the Board in 
connection with the Mine *B" matter, but that he had religiously avoided 
making any statements in connection with the matter or giving any advice. 
He stated that during the time he was Regional Director he had alfrays 
attempted to follow an unbiased course. 


Mr. 1AJQRK was asked the hypothetical question os to what he 
could have done or how the Mine "B" dispute could have beon settled. Mr. 
BAJ®X stated that he believed the key to the whole matter rested with the 
employer, CARL E. ELSBOFF, who could have settled the matter at praoticall; 
any time he desired. 


In view of the fact that most of the information submitted 
above was secured after refreshing Mr. BAJORK* s mind in connection with 
the details of this matter, in view of the fact that it appears obvious 
that at this time he cannot furnish more information without the 13th 
Region file, and in view of the fact that it appears at this time he will 
only be able to testify to matters which appear of record in the 13th 
Region file, no attempt was made to obtain a signed statement. 


Mr. IAJCRK makes a good appearance. Be does not appoar to be 
unfavorable to the Government in connection with this matter, and it is 
believed that he would make an honest effort to testify to any information 
which he might have to the best of his ability. Because of his indefinite 
manner and his apparent hazy rocollection as to time and plaoe, it is be- 
lieved that he would be only an average Government witness for a man in his 
position. 
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Re: JO»J L. LEWIS, ET AL, 


INTERVIEW ,.TPH 
FRE^V/ILKEY, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


The following interview was had by Special Agent 


iiT..?RLD WILKEY is Secretary of the Illinois Coal Operators Association . 
B=1L building, 307 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. .Hie telephone 
number is Franklin 9790. Mr. WILKEY was questioned concerning the nature 
of the agreement of August 13, 19J7 between CARL ELSIIOFF and Ubited Mine 
Workers of America. In this agreement ELSHOJF agreed to become a member of 
the Coal Operators Assocaticn. lir. \fILKEY stated that there was no infor- 
mation in writing in his files wherein ELSHOFF ever made application for 
membership in his association. He recalled that ELSHOFF did mention upon 
one occasion some time ago, exact time of which WILKEY could not place, 
something ir. the nature of an inquiry concerning the requirements to become 
a member of the Illinois Coal Operators Association. To the best of WILKEY 's 
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trouble at Mine n B" . If such were tie case WILKEY stated that mdoubtedly 
his answer would be that it was not the policy of the association to take 
in new members during the tine of a labor dispute. 


'i 


■Tor the information of the file, the object of the association is to 
promote harmonious and businesslike relations between coal operators in 
Illinois and their employees, to secure labor contracts, and to negotiate 
disputes in connection with these contracts. The policy of the association, 
accordi.ig to Mr. WILKEY. is not to take in members during a dispute. If 
new members are taken in during the time when a prospective member is 
having a labor dispute, according to the constitution of the association, 
that prospective member must pay all expenses incurred in connection with 
the consideration of the particular dispute. 


Since the Illinois Coal Operators Association deals with United j j 
Mine workers, Hr. ./ILKEY states that ho is well acquainted with and sees ij 
RiiT EDiftlJDSCN frequently, but he could not recall any occasion when *i 
EDMWDSCN talked about the Mine "B" matter or C.HL ELSHOFF. 


In a memorandum for the Attorney General dated July 24, 1943, 
submitted by assistant Attorney General W3,'iELL BERGE in part XII, 
Section 3, it is stated that ELSHOFF was at one time or another member 
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advised that ELSHOFF is not now and never has been a member of the 
Illinois Coal Operators Association,- 
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Re: JOHl L. LEWIS, ET AL‘. 
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IN TSRVTS'.l 
FULIEF.T' 




CK. 


[his interview was conducted 
fv/ith Special Agent 


Chicago, Illinois. T?egioua^5ffice, CIO, on August 31* 1943. 


cial Agent 
in the 


P20 


Ur. FULLERTON FULTON is CIO Regional Director. His office is located 
in Room 201i , 205 West Lacker, Chicago, Illinois. Uc*__FULTCM .had no first- 
hand knowledge of events in connection with liine *B" in the pertinent 
period of this case. He did sta te however that he secured the informati on 

in his possession gener ally fromfll^^HI^IH^mUHUHimr 

Mr. FULTu^advise^fl^^^^^^^^W^Rr5e^^effiL_ 
acnrve^SnE^r* oi tne unit ed Mine W orke rs, active durin g the Mine * r B n dis- 
pute. 



Mr. FULTON also advised that Attorney L. G. Fg SES3LE of Springfield, 
Illinois, and vho is acquainted with ELS HOFF, may have infornntion of value. 
Mr. FULTON said that when he has been in Springfield he vised to talk with 
PEFFERLE concerning ELSHOFF and the lime "3” matter just to see what 
PEFFERLE knew and that it is his opinion that PE7FSRLE nay be able to fur- 
nish information of value and he believes will be willing to do so. 

officials of the 


Mr. FULTON also stated that n»st of the higher 
United line Workers of ..merica usually stay at thj 

Springfield, Illinois and at th^Lorrison Hotel vr)4en in Chicago, IU jflfljg, 
f?e~5ST£ “that "RAY EDHUJ DSQJ always stops at the Morrison Hotel. 


higher 

■homeland Hotel when in 
when ir 
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Hotel, and as a matter of fact, stated that the Peabody Coal Company 
formerly furnished coal to the Leland Hotel but since ELSHOFF is now 
operating again the Iceland “ote-1 is now furnished with coal by CARL 
ELSHOFF. 

Concerning iCJ-TER J. Jiu.ES ^r. FULTCN stated that he believes 
this man night talk considerably if interviewed by an individual who 
was armed with enough information to cu ivies J..IES that the interviewing 

»>. rnm X fnA C> AA ^ *H + W 4 + Vi f K j f *1 A+ C? n Aft ^ V"l TT TT T'ff.T I C ftTlI T1 1 ftTl H 
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doesn't have much intelligence”. JULIES reportedly only follows the 
directions of R„.Y EDJIIIDSGH and JOHN L. IAi/IS. - 

Ur. FULTON was very cooperative and offered his services in any 
way possible in connection with this matter. 


/ 
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Re; JOUi L. LEWIS, ET AL. 


3NTERVIS 
UPS. L, ] 
Chicago, 



io " > 


Illinois. She advised that she was in Seattle, Washington from 1934 mtil 
1941 and therefore had little firsthand knowledge concerning the mining 
properties of the Citizens 3 & 0 Coal Conpany of Peoria. Illino is or of, 

~ "" and CiJIL ELSHOFF in particular. She stated that her brother. JOMJ H, 

Jr . f handles most of the business matters. She also stated that 
any-tnxng whatsoever, no matter how trivial concerning their nine properites 
which comes to her attention is forwarded to her brother and in this con- 
nection she recalls sending him a copy of a letter which she received from 
C.-JIL LLSHOFF, which letter was probably dated July 26, 1939. She stated 
that she has no further information concerning this matter, nor concerning 
the labor situation in writing and that she did not have any personal con- 
versations with C.-JIL ELSHOFF. She said that she had wondered upon several 
occasions as to how C.JIL ELSHOFF would be a 3le to pay the mine royalties 
and where the money came from ldth which the royalties were paid, but 
that she never had any direct info ration in this regard. She also advised 
that she had heard indirectly, either through the newspapers or by the 
"grapevine" that the United 3 line Workers had helped CARL ELSJ-IOFF during 
the period of the strike at Mine "3". However none of this information 
was first-hahd information. 



Mrs. Nil (ELL states she has known C^RL ELSHOF personally but 


never intimately and that she has not associated extensively v/ith him 
and his family in any social or business way. 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


irTERTire 'WITH M r. JOSEPH OZANIC. former State President of the 
JOSEFE/SZANIG P rogressive Mine Workers of Ame rjfifli presently 

Sf a n orgahTte Ffor the Ame rican Federation of Labo r. 

■mas interviewed atJ^Hj gZEome ^ at /..oust Olive, Illinois, by^gp acial — — - 
Agents trrrTh'6' Afternoon of August 21, 
1943. ^prenSffliary d^cus^B^^^^he case with Mr, OZANIC disclosed 
that he ras in position to furnish considerable pertinent and first 
hand information concerning the M ine "B ” situation. ?£r. OZANIC 
willingly agreed to meet the agents at the Springfield Offdoe os 
Monday morning, August 23, 1943, for a more complete discussion of his 
part in this case, and also to execute a signed statement, Mr* OZANIC 
called at the Springfield Office as agreed, and after an exhaustive 
interview the following signed stataoent. was dictated by him: 


"Spr ingf ield, Illinois 
August 23, 1943 


"I, J OSEPH OZAToC, m ake the 
Special Agents 
Investigation, 


following voluntary statement to 
'of the Federal Bureau of 


"Lty- name is JOSEPH OZANIC, my legal residence being at Jit. Olive, 
Illinois, and I may be located through the Office of the American 
Federation of Labor, Washington, D. C, 

"I have been a coal miner from September 15, 1910 up until the 
present time. During that period I was a member of the United Mine 
Workers of America, from September 1910 to September 1, 1932, and sinoe 
September 1932, I have been a member of the Progressive Mine Workers 
of America at present affiliated with the American Federation of Labor, 
and I did ray last work in a coal mine in January 1935. Since that time 
I have been connected with our organisation in various official capacities, 
and at the present time I am a rational Representative for the Amerioan 
Federation of Labor. From February 1, 1935 to January 31, 1937, I served 
as an Executive Board Member for the state organisation of the Progressive 
Kino Workers of America in Illinois, and from February 1, 1937 to 
January 31, 1939, I served as the President of the state organisation of 
the Progressive Mine Workers of America in Illinois, 

duties as president of the organisation consisted of 
administering the affairs, policies, and activities of the organisation 
on a state wide basis including the handling of disagreed grievance cases 
on the joint state executive board that might arise under our contracts 
through the Coal Producers Association of Illinois, and whioh failed of 
settlement loyally between th e mnna geme n't and the local representatives 
of the Progressive Mine Workers in that mine. As president 1 became 
actively engaged in the handling of the dispute which originated in May 
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INTERVIEW ?TCTH 
JOSFPF OZAITIgL. 
(continuod) 


1937 between the Fine "B" Coal Compan y of Springfield, 
Illinois, and Local Union No._54 . Progross lve Mine 
T.'orkers of America. 


"Jfy attention was first called to dissension being created in our 
Local ? T o. 54 some time in January 1937, Said dissension was being created 
by a small group of agents who were employed by the United Mine Uorkers to 
the end that the iiine w B ,! Coal Company could be placed under control of the 
United Vine Workers organisation. The activities of these dissenters 
resulted in their being expelled from Local No. 54 in Hay 1957 as the 
I result of charges filed against them in Local No, 54, 


Kr. CARL ELSHOFF of the Mine "B" Coal Company had refused to terminate the 
employment of several men who wore no longer members of the organisation 
and by virtue of their expulsion were not entitled to work under the terms 
of the contract. 



“As the result of this emergency call I arranged a conference with 
Mr. ELS PUFF at Mine "B* as I recall it the following day to discuss with 
hi m the dispute wi th a hope that a settlement could be made. As I recall 
it participated with mo in this conference with Mr, ELSHOFF 

durE^^wic^tme we discussed all of the cir cums tances leading up to the 
dispute and offered settlement on the basis that the several men who were 
found guilty by the organisation of entering into a conspiracy with the 
United Vino Workers be not allowed to work until their particular case was 
decided through proper channels. 


*Oir proposal was that all of the rest of the employees numbering 
approximately 450 return to work under the contract which the Progressive 
Mine Workers was negotiating with the C oal Prod u cers As s ociat ioft^ nf r. J llinois 
Our proposal for settlement was refused outright ly wittr^!F,' ELSHOFF who 
insisted that the mine would not operate unless the several men who had 
been expelled also went to their jobs. 



s The substance of our conference with Mr. ELSHOFF was that he was 
firm in his declaration, Ee didn’t give a ‘damn’ whethor the men involved 
were mentoers of any organisation or not, and that he would not operate 
the mine unless they, too, remained on their jobs, Tfhen we insisted that 
the case be settled on the basis outlined by the union which would bo in 
conformity with provisions of our contract, he contended that there wasn’t 
any contract to which he was bound, although at that time there was an ex- 
tension agreement to which Vine "B w Coal Company was bound which was in 
full force and effect, and was a continuation contract signed by Mr. 
ElisEOFF , 
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Re* JOES L. LE7TIS, ET AL 


|continucdT~ 


INTLSVIEiY WITH 
JOSEPH OZANIC 


“Among the many items that were discussed with Mr* 
ELSHOFF concerning the dispute, ho made mention of 
short weight cars of coal that were being loaded by 
tho men in the mine, and that this was going on 


shortly before the strike In 1937. That rosult of our conversation and 
his failure to settle was that tho mine continued to remain idle, sued 
except for one or two sporadic attempts to operate the mine undor the 
United Kinn 'iorker* It did remain idle until about Nmrnfriher 1939. 


Kay 13, 1 
hold furt 

could be i ; 

“During this period frequent reports came out to tho effect that 
Kr. ELSHOFF was dealing 7;ith officials of the United Kino Workers, and 
finally upon our insistence for a conforenco y;o did meet with Mr. ELSHOFF 
and his mins superintendent . Mr. OSCAR FALCETTI. in the lobbv of the Lincoln 


ment with the result that Mr, ELSHOFF refused to consider ary of our 
proposals. Mr, ELSHOFF contended that he could not deprive the several 
men who had been expelled by the Progressive Mine Torkefs the right to work 
at the mino with the rest of the men, adding he had no desire to be found 
guilty or penalised of an unfair labor practice charge by the KERB under 
the Rational Labor Relations Act. 


workers which might involve compensation for time lost, that our organisa- 
tion stand the complete exponSe ahlT'eOflt~br — Bay - such compensation. did 


settlement, Ha: over, Mr. ELSHOFF bluntly refused this proposal. That 
was my last conforonce with Kr. ELSHOFF as far as I as president was con- 
cerned. 

*0n or about August 20, 1937, Springfield newspapers carried an 
article announcing that L!r. ELSHOFF of the Mine "B" Coal Company had signed 
a closed shop contract with United Mine ZbrkerS“TJlltrlct 12. Following 
the announcement of the signing of this contract we immediately by 
telephone and by telegram endeavored to have Kr. ELSHOFF reconsider his 



c 



“Here, again, we made a serious endeavor to bring about a settle* 


“To this ve propsed that mine operations resume with all of the 


men excepting the several expelled workers with the understanding ttiat in 
tho event a decision ryfts rendered by tho NLRB in favor of the expelled 


this puroly_vJ.' th ~tM 
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INTERVIEW T 7ITH negotiations with United Mine TTorkers, and to meet with . 
JOSEPR_OZA'TXC. us in a conference, all of which failed* 

(continued; 

"Shortly after August 20, or during the latter part of 
August 1937, wo filed a charge of unfair labor practices against the Kin® *B" 
Coal Company with tho UIHB, and subsequent thereto, a petition for InvesiigS* 
tion and Cortif ication. 


"Upon roceipt of our charges and petition by Mr. LROH ARD C. BAJQRK - 
Regional Director, with offices in Chicago, wo were called into oonforence 
before Mr. BAJORK to discuss with him the merits in the oase. At a later 


-r“. a w .--vr> t* 


Si 


*w\i A«r 


uiitu Air« dajuTwH coiucrruc. i L. j garairig ;a f . rni^wr wiwn &T « iuvi xuisi^uriuoua $ 
President of District So. 12 United Mine DFcrkers. During tho forepart o f 
September 1937. Hr. BAJORK then conferred ,‘olntly with myself. 


She mr . M.1 a/juj jum 

representing^District - nnjiiTTcd Mine Workers or Illinois. It was tho desire 
of Mr. BAJORK to arrango a settlement of the dispute if possible, and after 
he stated his desire wo in the presence of Mr. EDMUNDSON presented Mr. BAJORK 
with a petition signed individually by some 413 employees of the total of 

AtfC _..*A 4 - U A A. A- - 

iuj umpxuy uu av unu uu-iic a. o viiciv wiuou acj d si; gu w uo 

represented by the Progressive Mine TTorkers of America. 

"*7c specifically requested Hr. EDHUNDSON who was contending that 
his union represented the majority to place liko evidence for Mr. BAJORK 
in our presence. Mr. EDMONDSON replied that ho did not have to present 
any evidence in that conference but that he would do so later at a proper 
time and place. At no time either during the above statod conference or at 
any later date did Mr. EDMUUDS0H of the United Mino TTorkors ever produce any 


oVr -? a ■ T\»» Art/* a/* n wo -Jaw ^ 4 -tr 

V • AUUUVU ao W/WJ. U4 a na jyj + w j a 


• tfittiA 4 " ■? AW **?V\ < rtVi tao rw O 

U bUUIw W4 WrtVU HilAWii Tf V W V4-I WWW WW 


Mr. BAJORK was previously handed to Ilr. ELSHOFF as proof of the desires of 
the majority of his employees which, of course, Mr. ELSBDFF ignored. The 
language of this petition was a clear indication as to tho Mine "B* employees' 
desire for collective bargaining under the Progressive Lino Workers of 
Amorica. 


> ’ 
r i 


"As a result of the aforestated eonforonce the order for a hearing 
on our petition was issued by tho FLRB; said hearing took place at Springfield,! 
Illinois at the Federal Building, boing held on October 25, through 27 , 1957* * 

The hearing was followed by a Labor Board Eloction being conducted by the L j 
HLRB at the State Armory on December 35 , 1957. I l 

"During September 1937, tho roport came out that I!r. ELSHOFF 
intended to open tho mine under tho United Mine Workers which rosultod in 
practically all of tho Mine "B" employees, members of Local 54 Progressive 
Mine TYorkers, going out to the mine to picket against any possibility of the 
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INTERVIEW T.1TH Phi tod Mine TTorkcrs taking the Jobs which rightfully 

J0 3EFH OZA TIC bclongod to the Progressive Mine Ti'orkers of Anerloa. 

(continued) This picketing by llineJlB 1 ’ employees was an anticipa- 

tion of striko breakers being imported to Mine "B" by 
!Ir . ELSno 1 ^ and by the United Mine ’.orkers , such as happened on previous 
occasirne in Illinois. This picketing continuod daily until on about 
*?overib;r 23, 1937, a temporary restraining order was issued against the 
Progressive Kino Tiorkers in the Springfield Federal Court. 


"On December 22, 1937, tho temporary restraining order was made 
permanent by Judge ADAIR in a hearing hold at Quincy, Illinois. As the 
result of these restraining orders, ail picketing and activity on the 
part of Mine "S' 1 employees, monV.rs of the Progressive Mine '.orkors ceased. 


"On December 1C, 1937. tho rosults of tho HUB election held at 
Springfield showed 404 votes for the Progressive Lino tforkers and 25 aga: 


1 st. 


O 


"On about January 3- 1638, the KLRB issued its order ccrtitylng 
the Fl£7 organisation as tho bargaining agent at Mine "B" Coal Company* 


"On about January 4, 1938, Mr. ELSHOFF made another attempt to ( 
open tho mine with the United Kino i/orkers. At about 6:30 a.ou, January 4, 
1938, I, as president, together with approximately 350 Mine "B* employee* 
wont to tho mine in order to report to the management that our men were 
ready to work as members of the Progressive Mine TTorlcors. TThilo our 
members remained on the highway I personally went to the- mine offioe to 
consult with the management regarding the situation. At tho mine office 
I met with United Statos Marshals who wore thore to enforce the injunction 
previously granted, and found two repr esentatives of the United Mine 
Torkers — namely, *** ocmf erenoe 

with Mr. OSCAR FALCETTI , thSTlino superintenaent^l^ni^orfiee. 


"I announced myself to Mr. FALCETTI whoreupon he requested the 
two United Mina Torkors reprosontatives to retiro from tho room. I advised 
Mr. FALCETTI that practically all of his men wero out thore on the road 
ready to go to work as members of tho Progressive Mine “orkers, and in 
conformity with tho decision made in tho labor board election, and undor 
tho board’s order. Ec refused to consider our proposal on the ground 
as stated by himself that he had no authority to deal with the Progressive 
vin* “orkors, and that his hands wore tied, and was sorry thore was nothing 
he could do. I asked for Mr. ELSEOFF to which Mr. FALCETTI replied that 

Mr. ELSHOFF was not there, I requested him to call Hr. ELSEOFF and have 

him come to tho mine immediately to discuss the case with me. He stated 

Mr. EISHQFF was not available and was sorry that nothing could be done* 
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IKTESVir./ '<1TH 

JOSSF£J3ZlimC 

(continued) 


"Following this, I withdrew from the mine and had all 
of the members of Local 54 Progress ive_Mine TTorkers 
who wore ready to go to work, to r eturn^to~thelr "hones. 

It so happened that at this time the mine did not 
resume operations with tho United Mine TTorkors, apparently because of the 
lack of man, cad the mine continued to remain idle. 

"Following the above chain of events I, on January 17, 19S8, 
dirocted a letter to I!r. CARL H. ELSHOFF of the Mine "B" Co a l Company , 
pointing out the decision of the ELRB in favor of the Progressive ’ilna 
'.orkers in which I requested a conference for the purpose of collective 
bargaining. This letter like all proviovs letters I wrote to I£r. ELS HOFF 
was ignored, 

"For the balance of that year 1938, and up until my term of 
office as President of the State of Illinois Progressive Fine TTorkers 
expired on January 31. 1939, the mine remained idle, and no further con- 
ferences of any nature were hold by myself, ?Tr. ELSHOFF and his represented 
tives of the Hine "B" Coal Company. 

"The i> aboyo s tatement was di ctated by me in the presence of Special 
andHHHI^H on the morning of August 23, 1943, in 


Agents 

the of rices or the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 1107 Illinois Building, 
Springfield, Illinois. The above statemor.t consisting of six typewritten 
pages has been read by me, and is true and correct to the best of ny 
knowledge and belief. 


*Joo Oranic (signed) 


"'7ITJTESSED: 




(signed) 

FBI, Springfield, Illinois 
' Spocial Agent 


(signed) 

Special Agont, FBI, Springfield, Illinois* 
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I?TTERVIEJT TiTTH In connection with the interview with Mr. OZA 27 IC, it 
JOSEPH OZAITIC should hs sotsd thst it uss psrh&ps conductod pr g g^ tursly 

(continued)" with relationship to tho logical development of the case* 

This was nocessary because I£r. OZAHTC was momentarily 
expecting orders from his TTaahingtoo, D. C. headquarters which would assign 
him to tho west coast for an indefinite period. In event ho is subpoenaed 
in this case, Mr. OZANIC requested that he bo given advanced notioe in that 
he might be involved in negotiations on tho Tost Coast which would roquire 
notice beforo brooking them off, Mr* OZAITIC is willing to testify, and he 
will not make a hostile witness. Ho is definite and straightforward in his 
statements, intelligent and presents a good appoaranoe. From the manner in 
v/hich he gave his information and answered questions concerning his 
participation in the attempts to nugotiate with CARL ELSEOFF and other 
representatives of Mine *6", it is believed that he will not bo easily 
confused by aggrossivo cross-examination, 

Tith reference to Mr. OZAEIC’a statement, particular reference 
is mado to the telegram dated August 20, 1937, and the letter dated 


January 17, 1938, Copies of these documents wore found in the papers and 
files of the Progressive Mine TTorkers of America furnished this office by 



"Urge you to reconsider signing contract with of A.* 

Your employees arc members of L.D. #f>4, P.M. of A. and 
demand you recognise them as Progressive Miners, and 
their officials as their bargaining agents for collective 
bargaining purposes. 


"Joe Otanic, President 
Progressive Miners of America* 

Thorc was no indication that this telogram was ever answered in 
the files. The files also disclosed that Mr, OZAITIC followod this 
telegram with a five-page letter to lir, ELSHDFT dated August £S, 1937, 
which is so pertinent to the issues at that time that it is believed 
advisable to set the letter forth in fulls 

"August 25, 1937 


"Mr. Carl E. Elshoff, President 
Mine "B" Coal Company 
Springfield, Illinois 

•Dear Mr. Elshoffs 
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mERVUr; MTH "I am taking this means of conveying to you my thoughts 
JOSEPH 03A1 TIC and frank expressions concerning the raging oontrovorsy 
(continued) over your l line "B" at Springfield# 

"On Friday, August 20th, I sont you a telegram urging you to 
reconsider your intentions or attempt to sign Mine m B u to a contract with 
the United Mine T7:rkers of America, In this telegram I pointed out to you 
that the employees of Mine *B n wore members of the P rogressive Minors o f 
America, holding their merger ship in Local Union £54, P* M* of A* at 
Springfield, which has jurisdiction over you:* mine, but I am sorry to state 
that the telegram was entirely ignore^^^^^oi^^nc^^^havG roceived no reply 
- from you 4 1 have been infomod by that his messages 

to you have also been cctally 

"For the sake of refreshing your memory I call your attention to 
the fact that your nine has been operating under contract with the 
Progressive Miners of America ever since itJ inception, and your mine 
was operating *vith the Progressive Miners cn March 31st, 1937, the date 
upon which the contract expire d. 

"I call your attention to the fact that your mine, like all other 
mines throughout the state which are under jurisdiction of our organisation, 
wore permitted to continue operating under the terms and provisions of the 
contract that expired March 31st, 1937, pending final scale negotiations 
and the making of a permanent agreement, 

"I call your attention to the fact that on April 2nd, 1937 you 
signed a tentative agroemont with our organisation, accepting the above 
terms and you continued operating your mine under contract with our 
organisation* 

"1 call your attention to the fact that tho April 2nd tentative 
agreement which you signed carries with it any and all features in the 
final making of an agreement that is binding on both parties* This provision 
just mentioned provided for the retroactive feature that was agreed to in 
y joint scaloconfercnc^o^April 6 th, 1937, a copy of whioh was presented to 

7 Q you by f or your signature* You refused to sign 

the Apr i^^^^^entoriv^agreemont for reasons bo stkn own to yourself and 
on the strength of the tentative agreement that you signed on April 2nd 
feeing binding upon you until such time as a permanent agreement could be 
made, your mine was permited to continuo operations* It was common 
knowledge to this office and to the membership of Local Union £54, P. U* of 
A*, whose entire membership are employees of your mine, that you were^ 
collaborating with Say Edmundson, provisional president of tho U* M. 77* o t 
A*, and that you were attending socret meetings with Mr, Edmundson and othev 
U, If# 77* of A, provisional representatives for the purpose of attempting to 
take your mine from under jurisdiction of our organisation and place it 
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Iim?.VIir; ;7ITH under jurisdiction <f the United Mine ~orkor* by 
JOSEPH OZANIC signing a contract with Mr. Edmmdson* 

{ c o n t inu ed ) 

"It was also common knowledge that certain members of 
Local Union #54, P. V* of A. were collaborating lrrith the 0. II. 7. of A. 
official? for the purpose of overthrowing the local union, and they were 
being paid a certain -fiorr of money for their traitorous work* Hoedless to 
say, 12 cf those men who wero charged and found guilty of conspiracy in 
the organisation were suspended from membership. These men accepted the 
penalty, acknowledging thoir guilt, for they have never to this day availed 
themselves to their right of appeal to th* high courts of the organisation, 
claiming an injustice was done them, 

"On May 12th last, your employees of were thrown idle 

by virtue of a lockout , due to your stubborn refusal to comply with the 
terms of the contract to ’which your coal company is signed, and which 
provides that meiubors of the Progressive LCincre of America be employed. 

"I call your attention to the fact that we, knowing of tho secret, 
underhanded confer cnees taking placo botween you and the United Mine 
Workers, circulated a petition among your employees who are members of 
Local Union # 54 , F. of A., as a precautionary measure and to assure our 
members of thoir rights under tho provisions of the 7«agner Labor Relations 
Act, which gives employees tho absolute right to an organisation of their 
own choice, without coercion or intimidation by the employer and the right 
to bargain collectively through their chosen representatives. You have in 
your possession an original petition bearing the signatures of 412 of your 
employees out of a total of 445 who wore employed on Slay 12th, 1957, the 
last day your nine operated. By a simple process of mathematics, 412 
signatures for our organisation out of a total of 445 means that approximately 
98jS of your employees bear true allogianco to tho Progressive Miners of 
America and they insist upon their right to thoir jobs at your mine, and 
that you r;/cognite thorn as members of the Progressive Miners of America, 
and that t'acy continue in your employment under a Progressive Kiners* 
contract the some as they havo the past several years, 

"Notwithstanding the above facts, you nor anyone clao can deny 
you cithjr signed, attempted or intend to sign a contract with tho United 
fine T.crkcrs, You no doubt know full woll that your attempts along those 
lines arc wholly un-American and are in every respoct open, flagrant viola* 
tions ct tho employees* rights under the terms of the TTagner Act, 

"I call your attention to tho fact that wc have lodged our coa$>laint 
on Saturday, August 21, 1937, with the National Labor Relations Board, and 
y;g are demanding justice under the terms of the law. I predict that you 
will bo forced to concede to the lawful right of your employees before the 
Mi mi n B* controversy is determined* 
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intimidated into joining the United Line workers# end 
organisation that 1* not to their choice or liking* 


i 


"I grander if you expect the 412 employees of your mine to sit idly 


by and permit the provisionally controlled Uni cod Mine TTorkors with whoa 
you are collaborating to import outsido labor to take the jobs that they arc 
rightfully and lawfully entitled to. 


a plan. It has always boon the aim and desire of the Progressive Min ers 
of America to carry on pleasant and peaceful joint relations with the 
employer and certainly you would have no reason to contend that our organisa- 
tion did not carry on pleasant and pe aceful relations with your company* 


"For tho sake cf peace in Springfield and community* and for the sake 


of yourself and company, I sincerely ask you to reconsider your position 
and that you support the rights of your employees who have made it possible 
for you to successfully operate* your mino during the years that they have 
been in your employe » 


Liners of America arc concerned, I especially, that there is going to be 
no pussyfooting by us in the Lino "B" controversy and wc will see you 
through, no mattor what legal stops might be nocessary to gain justice 
for our membership* your employoes who hove mdo you prosperous* 


labor we aro holding you wholly responsible for anything that might develop 
in the premises. 

"Please do not construe any of the above as a throat for I am 
merely pointing out to you tho situation as it exactly oxists and what our 
intentions are for certainly no rod blooded Anorican would sit idly back 
and not defend his rights undor the law which was enacted to protect the 
right of employees and labor organ!* ations by the Congress of the Uni tod 
States. 

"I call your attention to the fact that wo know that Lr. F&lsettl, 
Superintendent at } ine has approached your engineers and other 

employees personally* urging them to attend meetings of the United Lin e 
77orkers and to join that organization^. 


M 


I wonder if you expect your mine to operate peacefully under such 


* 


I say to you openly and frankly that as far as the Progressive 


m 


Should you attempt to start operating your mine with imported 
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INTERVIEW TTITH "I call your attention to the fact that we know that one 
JOSEPH OEAHIC of your "bosses, who resides at Vir^pn, ha* node house to 

( c orrtiTiu&'ff) house canvass of Mine *B *_ employees living at Virden, 

urging them to attend^ the United Mine T'orkers mootings 
and to join that organisation. This boss who did this work in Virdon receiv- 
ed his orders from his -superiors of the Mine " B" Coal Comp any and no doubt 
the orders camo from you as president of the’b'dai company, • 

"I want you to know that all of the fact onuunibrated in this 
letter arc included in our charge and complaint before theifational Labor 
Relations Board, 

"This morning I have also mailed by special dolivery letter four 
copies of the resolution adopted by Local Union $54 at Springfield on 
August 22nd to Vr. B ajsrk. Regional Director of the board asking that the 
resolution be included in our complaint, Tho resolution was adopted by a 
unanimous voto at a special mooting of ail of the employees of your mine* 

"in our fight for justice in this particular case wo are not only 
supported by the provisions of the Tagnor Act, but we have the full support 
and co-opcration of the American Federation of Labor, President Greon of 
the American Federation of Labor being very deeply interested and is 
handling the matter In Washington 'with the head officials of the national 
Labor Relations Board, 

"Trusting that you will carefully consider the above facts in 
this most important case, I remain 

^Sinoeroly yours j 


"President." 

With rogard to the letter to ELSHOFF dated January 17, 1938, 
by ?>, 02ANIC, it is pointed out that Mr, 02AKIC in his statement advised 
that he received no answer to the letter. Tho files of Progressive Mine 

Workers discloses ho wr.s in error concerning this as attached to this 
letter was a brief reply from ELSHOFF dated January 21, 1936* Mr, OZAKIC 
also sont a copy of his letter to OSCAR FALCETTI, to which there was no 
answer. These letters aro quoted as follows t 

"January 17, 1936 


"Mr. Carl E. Elshoff, President 
Kino "B" Coal Company 
Springfield, Illinois 
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INTERVIEW TTITH "Mf dear Mr. Elshoff « ^ >-■ - V 

JOSLPE OZ.VSIC • : " t ’ 

fast tewrff) — »A* you knew, the lational Labor Relation* Board rendered 

it* decision on January 5, 1958, giving Local Union #54 
of Springfield, Illinois and Progress lYe .Mingrs_. of Americ a, exclusive , 
bargaining rights over the Mine E* Coal Qoapaqy . 


•Since the Rational Labor Relatione Board ha* rendered it* decision 
on the above dato, I have, on numerous occasion*, endeavored to arrange *w 
a joint conference between yourself and I *o that we could enter into 
collective bargaining with respect to rates of pay, wages, hour* of employ* 
ment and other condition* of employment for tho employee* of your mine, but, 
due to your arbitrary attitude, *uch confer anoe ha* failed to materialise, ■ 

*1 an reliably informed that the supervisory force at your min* 
are performing work for which there i* a scale of wage* provided and whieh 
iork properly belongs to member* of Local Un ion #54, P • M» of A* having 3obs 
at yi n" b B r . Such action on the pari of your company 1* is strict violation 
of the Labor Board’s ruling, and, in ay opinion, this action will not be 
condoned by the Labor Board or the higher eourte to which we shall imnediately 
appeal. , ^ 

•in compliance with the order of the lational Labor Relation* ' 

Board, I am using this mean* to again insist that you meet me in conference 
for the purpose of collective bargaining for the employee* of your mine. 


_ _ - . J ^ ■ a. f -- ALaA #Uaf A r 

”1 am QXlCl OBlH£ l or your ^ nrmbinn « oupy U4. Viimw vyum«*v¥ vaa*^*. 

in effect between the Coal producer* Association of Illinois and the progres- 
sive Miners of America and whioh could ^e used ast “basis ~in our negotiations. 


•I request that you advise me at an early date as to the time and 
place of conference. ■ , . * - 

* ' ■ '■ y • - V j' * 

■Anticipating an early reply, I am' ’ S v ; 

■ , • • ■ * > : * v.- *-*v - : ■ - 

#91 .r^ttwa 

0AUVOAVA/ ■* 



\ . • * v . ' ' f ^ r 

■president 1 . • 

Progressive Miners of Amerloa* . - 
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JOSEPH OZAHIC 
(continued) 
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i 1 ’ - ' . • * 

•January 21at t 19^1 j’ 


' ?,*s* 




*!4r . Joe^uutfjt*. President, ■ 
Progressive l!inors of America, 

OilVe Spiff, HIT 


y 


■ * 

V. 


\ 


"Mjr Dear Mr. Osanic i— 


;-Vv ■'■■.■ 


"*1 wish to acknovrlodge your letter of January 17th end 
to thank you for the contract enclosed. 

""•hon conditions warrant tho opening of the nino, It 
Trill he a pleasure to advise you so that your wishes as outlined in your 
letter above nentionod can ho carried out. 

"Very truly yours, 

Tho Lino *B* Coal Co. 


Carl S. Elshoff (signed) 
President.* 


$fhe originals of these documents with the exception of the 
Elshoff letter dated January 21, 1958, should be in possession of ELS33PT* 
In oase ELSHOFF is unable to produce tlmse letters, Mr. 0ZA5IC is competent 
to introduce the copios in evidence which are being retained in the files 

of this offioo. ■ t 

. ■ •«. 

Upon inquiry, Mr. OZAHIC advised that he had nevor been involved 
in the violonce resulting from the eonfliot between the two labor 
organisation^ from 1932 to 1937, and, consequently, had never boon arrestef 
or indioted on charges of this nature. Eo did state, however, that in 
1923 or 1924, when he was unable to obtain employment ns a coal miner, he 
had opened a tavern with tho result that he was aubsequsntly arrested for 

. « • • W . 1 A. 9 . _ f _t.ll. 11.1 S ^li mm Jl SVkAX ■ - Tl t V W 

viol ax ion or xne i.aiioiuu jrronioiti^a aw« cuju »uuv<?«u»u w wot 
in jail in Federal Court. Ho was than living at Mount Olive, Illinois. 


■ , - r 
*•.' - '* ' 
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. r — ■ - y^vr 
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INFStVlflf WITH 
lTALTEyfiSCm 


,196563 

Mr, "Walter Bedce* whe has been actively v 

key enployee with the 6ltlseos 8 and B foal Cmpasy? • 


Pooria, Illlaol; 



yearn eras Interviewed tyv 


or 

^*7 Speoial agents ana m.% r*ur*»* 

operated mine B jiriartorne time that It wai xrfken rwr by Carl p»iwu >s - 
In 1925,. At that tir» the nine WM/r»r*tsd by three men, tn* py Xbt i ;V. 
name ofJKxokley, the eeoond Qo or 6 * 7 ^ 0 hsranner, present 8. t* PlrtrLdt 
Court Clark for the Douthern District of Illinois, and SLshoff* 


^uokley, the eeoond Gcor^., , x 

Lark for the Southern District of Illinois, and Blsh o ff* 
Blshoff bought aut the interests of the other two partners two year* 
later In 1927* •*. **: “ 


bic^ 



Ik. Booker appeared to be entirely, oooperat Ire, Answering. f i 
ail quart ion* freely, mijq furnishing whatever fepcti rvwvfdi 
desired far inspection during the eouree of the .Interview which took ' 
place on August 27 and 26, 1945. Bpeoial Agent VBM wade an 
accounting analysis of tbs reoords fur nished by Sr. B ecker, And Ms 
will subm it the results 


JXj=u- jut, 

A* *. .1 w i - * Ai-.s -^1 t.J kd« kA- 

IQ’s crcxrr fniuuvujr %uav aaiuwaa v^amu »w 

th» tine the ?r ogre selves broke sway Area the United Mine Worker*, 


■fit 


* r l 





j ^4-lvn- - • 

spring that his man refused to work under the United Klde Worka^ ; ^ t ‘ 
but tiw-t they would work as Progressives, and what should he dWv 
Booker stated that he advised Blshoff to work it with Progressives, 
bricklayers, or anyone who would be willing to get the coal out* . 

"After that Blshoff reopened the nine with Pr ograae lire 4. {hiring tk ** V' ‘ 
period from 1952 to 1957 the mine continued with uninterrupted production v . 
under Progressive control* Mr. Beaker would not recall a*y definite , 

* * a s. A -t n# ■ ^ d M *.J AV» 6. A.M* m Irtm i we 

r«A»<rtxng aibodu-b Bbnvuut ** «*«*▼%»* 

this period. In general^ hosrover, Ur. Booker stated that Blshoff gaws > 
the Is^reseloo that he had a hard time getting along with the Frogretilpe*, 
tint he could never win a ease or grievance with them, and that Ms v^y^Su'- 
thought that he oOuld get along better imder the United Mine Worker** /.w 







AABURVAg FM A 9CWUU* 1 


'SO put too puxwr ra opera^xwe . 

inquiries, stating that as long as he Uvwd vp Mo the terns of MU Jsasf « 
it was none of the lessor’s business, Blshoff paid his s&nlsfch , 

royalty every month which was 12000/ continued to pay this rqyaHy J 
xa> until 1959 lust bafore the mint reqpened, A* which time be WAS 
able to get thtf royali 
B fe 11 TSf iftag t ly p^ lnOl9*0QP* 
made ftfthe mine. A 






'Jw,. . 





s 
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immnar r&H 

ITJdSm BECKfflt 
Xoo nliiiwod ) 



■Of ■* •£ 

/ " 


*Z 

v" V+J 




^■* ■>■* - 


4 % . ... f's^w*.;*** 

i ;' ■ T • /. ^ * .* ■'■ , .■■*« 

Spr inr field, Illinois, who itfbmittei written report* 
to tljfMT wad B Coal Company* ft 1 . Beoker advised 
that -trhon Dehoff wait pressed *s Bo why be ooudd 
not deal with the hroemtivsi that ha would argue 
that ho had a oontmot with the On it ad Mina Work era and that tht •;>. /,v 
Progressives would not let him work thygji^ander this sortr*sb#A *-v-^ 
^z'~) q Baaing hie opinion on the report* o Hr, Beoker era* «f >; 

the opinion that the nine had ho maiircevuSo^orar* A careful scrutiny ; 
of these reports, however, indicated that some of the supervisory fo roe >. 
did go down into the nine during the early norths of 1958, until one 
of the foroe walked into a pocket of bind: danp, and was killed M a - . 
result* During the tine that the nine was shut derm, there were no -• 
serious fires reported* Sinoe the nine hae reopened, htwever, there * 
has been one fire that Ik », Beoker knew ob<wt« Thie happened abort one\ I 
and one half years ago, and that section had to be shut off* - \» 

- . > • y. t . ;■ . ' 

The olro\sastanees surrounding the sals of Vine A. were 
discussed in detail with Ur* Becker* Ik* Becker stated that the transfer 
of the lease oame ae a ensplete surprise* They were not notified of the 
transfer until the date of its acocnqjlitba^rt, when Byan and Elshoff 
sailed to aek their "blessing? on the deal. Thie transfer was not to 
tbs liking of the lessor, however, there was nothing that could be done .• 
abort It as thsrs was no provision in the leaee which necessitated the : 
consent of tte lesser to the eal«. The reeorde disclosed that thie sals . 
was wads on September 4, 1941, and that full o perations were refused an 
September 25, 1941 aoeordlng to report. Inquiry die-* 

olosod tlmt Elshoff actually did trytodrTv^ an entry lrt« MS* As -\r * 
Particular inquiry was &ade into these foots inasmuch ae it has been --- 
alleged that Elshoff threatened to nine Kins A ooal through Vine B 
With United Uinere in order to swing an election at Nine A in favor 
of tte United «Iine Workers. Hr. Beoker produoed maps which shared in 
detail the oouree whioh llshoff was working in both mines to connect 
them. The report of thie acti vity oame to the B end B Coal Canpaay 
through the if Dan MHBeurly on January IS, 1942, when evidently . 
it had been going time* Previously it had been agreed that , 

there should be no ooaneetions between the two minee without the consent 
of all three parties concerned, lsoluding the leseor* Ur* Becker and 
Ik* Bort see irmed lately went to Springfield to look into thia matter. 

Upon asking Elshoff as to wty he was making this entry into Kins A, 

SXshof t statedthat it was not of their bueineee, that neither Becker , 

was going to tall tP run hi S^hMSj 

no ej^lanatiotu Beoker then stated that he 



w 


*- ■; 



wouldaak Oscar faloetli the real Oil and- Elshoff prcaptly ft R ^«d ths)t?-^f, 
neither would Paloetti tell then anything about it. Ik* Becker then" 




advised that they got tough and told Elshoff that he would have to seal S' 
the openings up> whioh was dons* it should be tooted that ^hie Wortc ^ 











c 


IKTSWIB? WITH should actually be proven that throat* over* aa9a to ~X K 
VASTER BECKER close I^psL^an^eorl^t through jfiaij L Ur. Broker, 

/(iftnttwiriin B cork earn teitlfv 'bal atast Mrs 

— a * — / t * ~ - w - ~ ^ ’ 

actually token t»*‘-rd this and* v« Beoker eta ted that 
fro- & business point of view it would be unprofitable to do thie, «n& . 
that it would entail some expo nee of Meaning before actual operation* 
However, there seems to bo no question but what it oould have been - t , 
done, even though according to Iff* Beoker it would have been eoeler to 
have dined B through I lino L than vioe versa* 


All the files of oorrespondo noe between the ,B and B Coal 
Ccnpany and ELahoff, also the reports o’flHflflH^HBfar the pertinent 
period were reviewed by tho writer* All the Tst^er^ of Elshoff were 
brief and eont&ined nothing pertinent to the case* Ur* Beoker advised 
that Elehoff urea never one to put natters in writing, and used the 
telephone wherever possible in answering correspond® no* to his* 

Dealings with Elshoff were so difficult at tines that Ik* Beoker and 
Ijr* Bontxos began making written notes pf their conferences with 
Elshoff far inolueian in the files* Very little of these notes* however/ - 
referred to Elshoff** labor matters in detail enough to warrant reporting* 
One particular letter was hotod however* the copy of a letter V 

written by Elsho ff to Mrs* Flore noo -Bonttes^fcraell at B eattie* Baals*' '*•/• 
W t^T~ da’Cf> $ ~TKTj y efij TPxo. TMt letter spoke of the haras nip qt 
operating Tina in wirier the Ifrnsn, and also speike of the fact that fee ■ 
did not have to do It, indicating that he was financially independent* - 
In thd same letter he mentioned that he was out of debt and oar-fort ably 
; fixed, but that to operate the mine under the $24,000 minfciun. would 
i drive him into bankruptcy* One paragraph whioh referred to hie labor 
' problems is quoted as follow* t , ' ' 


"Bow as to the' labor situation. Tou probably )moR that *. 
seven of tbs 34 men of- the bombers and terrorists worked at this mins, 
and in order to doal with the Frogro salvos, X had to deal with those 
nan whioh was of courae very distasteful and next to impossible* JPhey 
are now in the penitentiary and this doors up the future In that "j 
respect* The only thing stopping no new is the lease.* o , 


. :\r* 

v?/W 


r &<. ■ 


thio to this* letter and another written to Elshoff by Iks* . 


■swell, there is sane indication that she sympathised with hid situation V 




more than her brother, Ik* Bontses did* - It was through her inter- 
oessioc and the support of Mr* Beoker that Elshoff was able to got ; ii&M 
hie royalty reduoed to $19,000 a year*^ '1- y *' < > v .4 " v ‘ 

.i fr P john ljj^iaAsea^s^intervioweiil by the writer on ! *? * 
gust 28, 1945* His comments on tho Mine B situation was essential) 
he sene as Ur* Beoker* 9* It was Ms understanding fran llfhaff ^ 
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INTIRVI0T WITH 

wiurst Bscm 

(cont in ue d) - 
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Staring the period Is quart ion that Blshoff ws# 
dissatisfied with the Progressives and would lUc* 
to smke a ehange of unions* When pressed for , 

■peoiflo dates and statements, hc*er«r, Ur* Boctse* 
eould not give any, stating there were msaeroue ©coitions* WltH" - '-'— * 

referenoe to these two non, it should be noted that although they were 

4 » W_ir svmMfiawelwa 1 *«f tKsv Vi* ifl 

IU 4 Jf vwy ^94 uwa* j "W 4 W ^y* ’’V w* ■ ■■ j w™"- - — v 

or produoe their reoords in event of proseeution, Zfc was their belief 
that to openly participate would wo.’l; against thsir interests as lessor 
of tto nines and also with tbs unions* . Both insisted that if they were 
sailed they were willing to testify, but felt that they oould be of push 
more assistance as a oonf ldential s euros. , • ) . ■ . . x . , 

Jontree stated that recently he had taken a trip to 
8* with Slahoff for the purpoee of seeing official of 

During '21*hoff t mnr i A for Kht 

to meet John L* Lewis, and during the Interview Lewis always referred 
to Blshoff as Carl. A short tine ago Blshoff had also approached hi* 
ebfioerning the Jins A properties# Blshoffwgnted Booties to pay off \- 
the note which ie preeently held by BdmupyBurke . Attor ney £par ^ he v 
Pnited Kins Workers* H» suggested t»t to note would US paid off by 
applying the royalty fran line A to the note until sueh tine as it 
w ' - retired* Bootses refused to do thlp and Blshoff stated thet*4f .. 
there was a foareoloeure, all the^equijsaent would be taken out of . v 

AKa Bnnirae WrtfcMriff VwrV A frlO 1ft In fchft MOUfiA. 

e#*es ii a up aw» v w ^ ^ - — — ^ 4 

Bonttee felt that Blshoff intended to bring this eubjeet up it ths • 
tine of the Lewie interview but such was not the 


Hr. 

Washington D* 


4 -V- 

V 4 


w(i 

04 *V 4 


I 


-■ * y 


* r > .* 
■' if 


-1 r 


* Bootses stated also that sines April, 1HS; Blshoff has ■* 
claimed that he is not Obligated to pay the royalty* that thle is ths ^ s 
Obligation of tin Federal Q© Vermont. & is presently In arrears - 
with hie royalties* Hs also olalms thpt the Federal Goverment should 
subsidise hie payroll. The following wire from Blshoff to the ^Intericr 


^ I. 1 ■ - 4 ■ n I # ApMVn A Via Ins 

V-'IIOUV as ^UWW u a* v«i «**w e**«i 

* , t 

v ; r v„ 


) t ; 


•Tour wire stating no funds available aolcncnrl edged* Reference . “ ; .' 
made to your wire June T to District managers re vacation pay and tools* ^ 
This company c ann ot carry out these instructions because of lack of 
funds or collateral security to cfbtaiauthem# Would like to dieouss 
this and other matters with you on Tuesday or Wednesday In Washington* * 
Advise what day satisfactory. Miners employed. at this mine look to ■ ,>*- 
Goverment for this increase# If wages and high cost oannerles can be ^ 

u .iji r ##mA V( -V jtA*f wi4ma. ftms hisftvi a! TRliftt hd 

f HVD AUAAVU P4^jf UWV * 4 i^u vvs v s n i#«*sy y* — ~ ■’ — ~~ ‘l;. #. ^ 

avert failure to pay minere on June 27* JUne 12 lapt pay day teken oare 
of. Signed Carl Blshoff* 


i 
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ISTBtVIBT with 

WALTfR JiECSSt" 
foontinuad) 


Blshoff 1« presently tho federal jhnagor at 




.-*&■ - 
it”- 


nin©a under tho proiont Mergoacy pondltlati#* 




V 




It hm no tod in & oftsuftl rtudy of tcaaaagoproduottoft 




ft-aa tho rooords, tlwit Uln a B g roduood wuoh more ooal under tho Halted 
mao Worker a prior to 1952, than it did tzs dor tho frogrosaitoa aubao 
to that da to# fiowovor, thia rato of produotion did not Inorooao after 
tho Bino op o nod in 1959# Thor o la o lot tor on file from Hihoff dated 
Dooombor 6, 1&40 advising Bonttoa that ho was not after heavy t ormog o, 
but ooonooiioal operation of tho mine# Thia vj ho uaod to rohut «®y 
contention on Blehoff’a part that Progressive oporatian roaultod In 
roduood tonreigo. A study of daily tonnago figurot during April and 
Ifay, 1957 did not diaoloao ary ovidonoo of a provlous aloo»-d<nm of 
production* /'■ ! 


«rjjf 

od j 

p* ! 


Other note a takon from tho filoa whioh. may ho of aollatorol 
invostigativo into ro at aro aa follows* » : , 


1. Elehoff roportod to ho lx Chioago on Sopttmbor 25, 1858 
uhem KLKB or do rod Blshoff to dool with tho Progrossiwos* • ^ ; v '* J 




2. faloottl roportod working at tho Jefferson mum 
August 24, 1988* 


V 


5* Slahoff did not nnko any oath payment far the loose « 


>Hne b during tto original or subsequent negotiation*# It ha* no o&sh /■ 
valuo. Taxes on both properties for ooal rights aro paid by the lessor* 


Leaser also pays taxos on buildings of 2£Lno k hut not Kino 8« 


. t 
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Additional Interview* are being had with miner* who were wanker* ' 
of the Progressive Mine Worker* of Amerioa during the pertinent period* 

Efforts are also being 'iia3e”to looate anil interview a considerable number 
of persons who either were hired at Mine *-B w for the first tine subsequent 
to Novsmber 1939, or who applied for employment at Mine •B" subsequent to 
November 1939 and were turned down. Numerous other investigative steps 
are also tinder way in connection with the various requests end suggestions 
which have been received from the Department from time to time. , 


In view of the complexity of this matter it appears that nothing 
would be gained by attempting bo itemise the undeveloped leads at this time, 
and accordingly no undeveloped lead* are being eet forth in this feport* 
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WALTER J. JAMES; CARL H. 
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CIVIL RIGHTS AND 
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BAJOrov, 

B AND B COAL COMPANY 
BARBER, JOHN W. 



32,33,34,35 
465.466,467,487,494 
* 498 

453,458 
36,37 
38,38,40- 

*41 

- * A 42 

146,191,353 

192,226,228,229,230 

231 

27 

3 

42,43,44,45 

44 



51 

50.51 

193 ,213,218,250, 278,298,301 

86,277,301 

308 



BOHANNON, 

EOHANHQN, 


64,65 
65 
308 
66,67,68 
443 
262 

BOWLING GREEN 305,310,389,390 

CHARLES 4,9,17,27,39,55,66,72,74,85,100,102,105 
1 11 , 1 12 , 116 , 129 , 137 , 138 , 151 , 155, 171 , 191 
205,250,258,262,266,277,278,279,261,297 
296k 301,303,317, 322 , 383 , 356 , 359,367 , 384 
396,397,400,408,409,415,428,439,440 




4 
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BOHANNON, CHARLEY 
EOHANNON, CHARLIE 
BOHANON, CHARLES 
BOHANON, CHARLIE 



BONTZES, JOHN H, 
BONTZBS, JOHN H. JR, 
BONTZES, ONE 



BOUNTZES, JOHN H. JR, 
BOWLGREEN, ONE 

boxing green 


BOVLINGREEN, CHARLES 



227 

157,167 

201,427 

294 

69,71,184 

69,71 

72,73 

499,500 

98571 J 97 

74,75,76 

61 

77,78,79,80,81 

62,83,84 

2 

302 

471 

151 

305 

297,417 

284 

87,88 

89,90 

92 

91,92 

92 

— 85 

3 

93,94,95,96,97 

93 

96,99,100,101,443 

4S7 

179 

179 

179 

3 

112 

104,105,106,107 

176,178 

103,113,114,263 

102,103 

109 

108,109 

433 

- — '500 

397,450 
110 ,111,112,113.114 

115 









115 , 116 , 117 , 

120 , 

123 , 124 , 

130 
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118,119 
121,122 
, 125,126 
127,129 
, 131,132 
133,135 
375 
375 


CART 



136 , 
140 , 

4 , 23 , 55 , 59 ^ 60 , 64 , 66 , 69 , 70 , 74 , 89 , 
116 , 126 , 137 , 157 , 162 , 167 , 171 , 184 , 
258 , 262 , 270 , 277 , 290 , 291 , 301 , 305 , 
384 , 389 , 396 , 400 , 408 , 415 , 417 , 432 , 

27 , 72 , 128 , 


147 , 

150 , 

153 , 


161 , 162 , 


CITIZEN* CO- 
CITIZ 


NE 

MINING COMPANY 



166 , 167 , 

170 , 171 , 172 , 173 , 

176 , 


366 
137,139 
138 
141,142 
105,111 
191 , 20 * 
317,366 
440 

266,281 

2 

476,481 

143,144 

145,146 

143 

148,149 

151,152 

164,166 

157,158 

158 

154 

159 
159,160 
164,165 

161 

155 
155 
165 
169 
169 

168,169 

176 

174,175 

399 

472 

177,178 


bn<^ 

bno 






*6^ 
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180,181, 

183,184,185,186, 

n^'r^o 39, 

188, 

195, 

190,191,193, 
195, 
197,198, 
200,201,202, 
297, 301 j 


179 
177 
179 

S 

187 
225 
225 ^ 
301 ' 
189 
189 
196 
191 
196 
199 
203 
400 
481 
4 

207 
20ST 

208 

3 

218 
,218 
,121 
,202 
176 
,810 
,419 
269 
397 
2 

211 
214 
,213 

214 
212 

215 

3 

27 

231 

218 

216,217,218 

420 


' 


204^205,206, 


216,217,! 

106,: 

151,! 

209, 1 
269,' 


218,! 



jfc ** 


( , 
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KdEnDSON, 



219,220 
220 

£72 ,*v . ■ 

221 
221 

222,223, 224, ||| 

146 , 191,351 

192 ,226,228 , 229 ,230 

3 

232,233,234 
236,236 
237 ,838, 239, |40 

241 

241,242,243 

466,487 



127 

244,245 

467' 

131 

OAfi 248 1 249, 250, 251 

246,^1 « *252.253 

73 

3 

400 

2 

254,255 

254,255 

281 

256,267,258 
’ 260 
259 
308 
278,298 

102,261,262,263,264 

151 

267,303,453,464 
*265,266,267 
268,270,271 
* 34,73 

125,202 
460 


elshoff* coalco^^ 1 ^ 

EL5H0FF, FLORENCE 


460, 




>9^ 



I' 


l 

f 


i 

0 
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475 , 479,480 

8 

305 

272.273 


!)G57r> 2 80,281,2|3 

283,284 

308 

304 

285,286 

287,288,289 

290,291 

470,476 

262 

3 

292 

2 

293,294,295,296 

235,236 

100 

297,298,299 

3 

2 

800,301,302,303 

305,427 

304,306,309 

113 

3 

- -310,311 

' 202,444 

312 

397 

237,238,239,240 
190 
118,406 
3 14,203 
313,314,315 
449,450 
472 

v 316,317,318 


T 


o 
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haleTja! 


HALE, JIK 
HALE, Jim^ 

UTY 



319,320 

3 

69,66 

3 

£ 

321,322,323 
324,326 
326,327,328 
326,327,328 
3,87 
332 

1 330 , 331 ,332 


•> 


329, 


4,56,72,100,106,116 

205,227,262,266,277 


,137,171, 

,281,290, 


333 

184,191,'" 
297,317, 
184,415, — 
15,157,167 



67,213 


340, 

15,67,129,134,146,213,262,323, 


16,141,181,182,193,217, 


OAL OPERATOR ASSOCIATION 


33 

,256,408 

124 

334.335.33 6 

323 

337,338,339 
,341,342,343 
34,323 
,346,397,476 
278,298 
174,488 
' 331 

391 
344 

343,349, 


456 

345,346,347 

345,347 

348,349,350 

348 

304 

351,352 

305 

269,469 
an 7 


,352 

30 

.474 


JACAWAY, ELKSR 
JACAWAY, EMORY 


4,17,27,39,55,64.72,100 

167,171,184,205,262,266 

322,259,284,389,396,400 


,105,116,: 
, 267 , 277 , i 
,408,415,- 


^ S) £7 
Y> 1 
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JACAWAY, GOERGE 



JEFFERSON 1ZNE 
JOCAWAY, GEORGE 


JACAWAY, GEORGE 4.17,65,64,72,95,100,105,116,137,162,167,171 

184 , 205 , 2 62 , 277 , 281 , 297 , 301 , 359 , 38 9 , 396 , 400 

408,415,440 
126 
- - 3 54 
353,354 

357 

355,356,357 
307 
432 
59 

9S577 - 

3 
361 

358 

358, 359 , 360,361,362 

303 
3 

363,364,365 
331 
366,367 
368,369 
476 

370,371— 
372 
373,374 
375 
375 

- 077 

163 

67 

390,391,410 
67 

146,181,193,213,215,342 

482 
86 
307 
3 

470 

249,250,409 
378,379 
174 
262 

486 

_ 402 ,403 ,404 
2 

405,406 

,95,117,124,167,171,184,228,317,334,338,396 

439,448,486,487,491 


>i 



(o 
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407,408,409 

269 

269 


269,419 
380,381.382 
. _ 395 

383.384,385 
138 
100 
386 

387,389,390,391 

391 

DP, 57 H 418 

394 

392,393,394 

394 

2 


395,396,397,398 

399,400,401 

112 

416 

410,411 

412,413 

413 

414,415 


AIR 



MINE A. 


416,417,418 

391 

1,21,57,60,216,363,365,399,411,422,447,450 

451,452,454,499 


MINE B 


2,11,12,13, 
40,41,42,44, 
66.69,72,73, 
96,99,100, 
tit no no n fi 

AXX | IJX* f XXU 

145,147,148,151, 
171,172,173,174, 
188,190,191,195, 
216,221,226,229, 
254 , 256, 267,258, 
274,275,276,277, 
291,293,295,296, 
313,314,315,316, 

*3 "3*3 . *3 *3^ *3 *3 A ! 

WVJ, } WWW i W WJ. j WVV/J « 

355,358,359,360,: 

381,383,386,369,: 



,36,37 ,38,39 
,59,60,62,64 
,92,93,94,95 
,108,109,110 
- 138 - 140 - 143 
I 166 I 168 J 169 
,184,185,186 
,215,216,217 
,246,248,252 
,266,267,271 
,288,289,290 
,308,310,311 
,328,329,330 
,352,353,354 
J 377 J 378 J 380 
,398,399,400 


c; 



<0 


(o 


■¥&$!' : r \ v>.V 


MINE B COAL COMFANY 


403,407,408,410,411,414,416,417,419,420,422, 
424, 425, 426, 427 ,431, 433, 435, 436,438, 441, 442 1* 
443,444,445,447,448,449,452,454,462,464,465, 
466,467,469,470,471,483,487,490,491,492,494, 
499,501,502 





Il / / ■* 


79 


k ICE EONTZES 

R. MRS. 


46,206,301,346,384,459,472,484,486 

467,488,489,493,494,495,496 

18 

419,421 

419.421 

419.422 
422)483 

367 
3 

424,325 

4/0 , 4y4 , 475 ,4/y ,4 y8 ,4y9 ,480 ,481 

308 - 
499 
471 
282 
2 
70 
271 

86,213,298 

' aio 

m w 
2 

483,484,486, 487 ,468,489, 490 , 491 ,492 , 493 

494,495 
19 
2 

2 

PANTHER CREEK CcAL COMPANY 368,453,459,460 

PANTHER CREEK COAL MINE *4 38,215,387,402,441 

PANTHER CREEK MINE #1 459,460,461 

#2 36, 38, 64, 180, 198,258,260i 263 ,335 

ft 5 10,22, 145, 241 , 291 , 340,367, 373,459 

1,29,450,453,454,463 
INCORPORATED 455,456,457 



OZANIC, 

OZANIC, 


ONE 



PANTHER CREEK MINE 
PANTHER CREEK MINE 
PANTHER CREEK MINES 
PANTHER CREEK MINES, 


PASQUALE, ANDY 
PASQUALS, DOMINIC 
4,9, 23 


PASQUALE, DIMINICK 


l«*XUb 

62 


27,33,55,59,62,66,69,70,72,105,126,128 
131 , 137 , 138 , 151 , 155 , 162 ,167,171,184, 191 
201,205,225,233,263,266,270,277,281,294 
297 , 301 , 310 , 317 , 330 , 359 , 384 , 389 , 396,400 

408,416,417,440,442 

157,308 
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PA SQUALE, DOMONIC 
PEABODY CCAL MINE 


PHb 


PLOTCH, TONY 


95) 102 | 116 
209 
274,315 
453,455,458,470 
426,427,428'' 

_ 100,443 

94,^70,205, 268, 281,294 , 353,380, 389,417,419 

438 448 

4, 17, 21, 27, 33, 39, 55, 59, 66, 72, 89, 90, 9j, 97 
105 ,111,116, 126, 129 , 132 , 137, 138, 151 , 162 
167,171,184,186,190,201,205,223,225,227 
262,266,270,281,297,301,310,317, 322 , 323 
353 , 359^ 366 ,368, 384 ,396,400,402, 403 , 408 

415,417,436,440,442,443 

, 223 

Oo5SO 3 

486,487 
222,223,224,225 
225 

225 

PROGRESSIVE MINS WORKERS OF AMERICA 1,2,13,15,26,32 

36 , 42*48 ,50,62,93, 102 , 108 , 140, 141, 145, 146 
,162,170,189,190, 191 , 194 , 195, 196,199,211 
212 , *15 , 216 , 2 17 , 221 , 226, 227 , 229 , 231,235 
241,246,252,254,256,259,265,272,274,276 
280,293,300,304,319,324,326,327,329,337 

344,345, 348 , 351j 353 , 355 , 356, 359 , 380, 399, 
402,407,412,414,419,422,429,441,447,463, 
483,484,486,487,488,489,490,491,495,496 

502 

PRO GRESSIVE MINERS UNION 82 

269 

390 
213,346 

52, £3 

,454,46a, 464 
- 2 

391 
451 




- —--438 

1 , 447 , 448 , 449 , 450 , 451 , 452 _ 

110 

262 

111,440 

430 

215 

497 
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401*453 

459,460 

1,453,454,455,456,467,458 

390 

S&A1 


397 

431,432,433,434 
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106,112 

461 

47S 

250 

308 

117 

- 84 - S5 5it 

X32 

435,436,437 ? 
250 
306 
306 

438,439,440 

440 

2 

3 

' ' ' 439 

331 
361 
444 
100 

441,442,443 
269,420- 


2 

445,446 

67, 146 , 193 , 213,346, 352 

469 

262 

__ 2,138 

T38~ 
323 
100 
262 
466 
462 
179 
2 
3 
401 


